
1

MAY, 2017

169 Pleasant Street, Auburn, ME 04210

(207) 783-0461 - office@auburnuu.org

www.auburnuu.org

An official Welcoming Congregation

All are worthy, all are welcome

Rooted in the Sacred and strengthened by our diversity, we equip ourselves  
to minister through the transformative power of Love.

Tara Humphries and John Spruill will host a community book group during the 
month of June, addressing the legacy of white supremacy in our world. See page 
8 for more information.

JODI’S CORNER:  
WORDS FROM OUR MINISTER

What turmoil and wonder we are seeing in these 
days of ours.  Most recently, we as a faith tradition 
have been called to see the log in our own eye— 
our own failure to acknowledge and dismantle 
systems that prioritize white culture and people 
within our denomination .

It’s hard. People are hurting. And we are 
stumbling over ourselves and one another as we 
try to figure out how to talk about it honestly and 
move forward faithfully.

And, though, because of the courage of those 
among us, especially UUs of color, willing to 
share their experiences and pain and anger, and 
because of those among us willing to listen and 
hear and grow, and because this brokenness is 
being acknowledged, and addressed, the seeds 
of new life are being scattered everywhere. And 
this hard work is tilling the soil of our spirits, so 
that those seeds of promise will have a rich and 
welcoming place to land and sprout.

In such days as these, our faith calls us to true 
account. I am so incredibly grateful for the gift 
of that calling, and equally grateful to do this 
vulnerable, challenging, life giving work among 
you.

May your days and nights be blessed,

—Jodi

Civil Rights activist and educator Reggie Harris joined Dave Rowe for April’s 
"Concerts for a Cause." See page 3 for information on the May Concert: 
Remembering Tom Rowe.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
With seasonal evidence of rebirth abounding, 
from our annual Easter services to spring's 
welcome blossoms, the Auburn UU Board 
of Directors is considering how to best foster 
continual congregational rejuvenation.

The upcoming year presents an opportunity 
to apply for a small growth grant through the 
UUA. Such a grant could help fund efforts to 
grow the congregation; it may also help support 
development of leadership. Preparing to apply 
for such a grant will involve establishing a 
concrete plan, as well as drafting a proposal—a 
course that will benefit from broad input in the 
process.

Growth is certainly one sign of a dynamic 
congregation. Another is participation. With the 
spring congregational meeting coming up in 
June, this is a terrific time to consider embracing 
a leadership role within the church. Whether 
you are interested in stepping into a position 
on a church committee or offering less formal 
support behind the scenes, I hope you will feel 
encouraged to reach out to a committee or board 
member—or, consider accepting if you're asked!

The vital role we each play in the church is no 
more apparent than during the spring season 
as our congregation takes part in the annual 
Ferry Beach retreat, and hosts fundraisers like 
the yard sale and service auction. It's gratifying 
to appreciate the many endeavors our members 
engage in to support the mission and vision of 
the First Universalist Church of Auburn.

Ensuring the renewal of that engagement will 
be an ongoing focus of the board in the coming 
months, including during the upcoming meeting 
on Monday, May 9, at 6:30 in the church office.

—Eben Miller

EXCERPT FROM THE SERMON PREACHED BY JODI 
ON EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 16, 2017

“Practice resurrection.”  i

Make the choice to push back. 

Believe that the cruelty of the mighty and the suffering of the 
innocent is the middle of the story, not the end.

 What does that look like for us? Maybe it looks like raising what 
could have felt like an insurmountable amount of money $15 at 
time to bring home a child who would have suffered otherwise.
ii Maybe it looks like standing in front of the senator’s local office 
week after week, or on the corner, holding the #BlackLivesMatter 
sign. Maybe it looks like taking in the cat that has been prowling 
homeless around your street for months. Maybe it means raising 
our children to be gentle and courageous and strong. Maybe it 
means teaching our history, our full history, with all of its beauty 
and shame so that we can choose to do better in the future. 
Maybe in means loving our enemy and not just our neighbor… 

 i From Wendell Berry’s “Mad Farmer Liberation Front”
 ii #BringNastyaHome

WILL YOU JOIN A 
COFFEE HOUR TEAM?

More volunteers  
are needed! 

Call 783-0461 or  
email office@auburnuu.org.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Annual Meeting: June 4
Please plan to attend as we vote on the  

church budget and discuss other business. 

Flower Communion: June 11
Bring a flower for each member of your family, 

and a few extras for guests!
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All-Music Service: February 5, 2017

CONCERTS FOR A CAUSE: REMEMBERING TOM ROWE
CFAC is proud to host "Remembering Tom Rowe."  A consummate 
musician-entertainer, Rowe was a member of Schooner Fare and 
Turkey Hollow,  and was the choir director here at First Universalist 
Church from 1992 until his untimely death in 2004. His son, Dave, 
has been running this concert in Tom's memory ever since, with 
all the money going to charity.

The bill for this year’s concert will include sets by Schooner Fare, 
Dave Rowe, and The Squid Jiggers, all of whom perform every 
year, as well as special guests Ed Romanoff (younger brother of 

Steve and Chuck Romanoff of Schooner Fare), Kathy Haley with Debbie Morin, and jazz clarinetist 
Brad Terry with guitarist Peter Herman. 

Proceeds will be shared with the Jack McPhillips Memorial Fund. 

Tickets are $25 at the door or $24 in advance at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2894917  
No discount is offered for this show.

Saturday, May 13 @ 7:30 p.m.

Bean Suppah update!
Thank you to everyone that donated items 
and/or time to make the bean suppah 
fundraiser a success! We raised $422 to help 
bring Nastya home!! We are very grateful 
for all of the positive energy advancing our 
efforts to adopt from Ukraine.                             — Peter and Casey 

ROSE WINDOW NOMINATIONS 
DUE MAY 7

This annual award 
recognizes individuals 
who model our Unitarian 
Universalist principles 
and who have made 
outstanding contributions to 
the life of our church. The award will be presented 
at the Annual Congregational Meeting on June 4. 

Contact Eben Miller at ebensmiller@gmail.com,  
Peter Floyd at floyd6of7@yahoo.com, or  Rev. 
Jodi at jodihaya@gmail.com.

Past recipients: Bob and Mary Wolf, Peggy Cox, 
Anne Kinney; The O’Briens, Robin Smutny; Nina 
and David Lindley; Jim and Diane Chaplin; Lynn 
Eldridge; Mary Kay Weisenberger; Toby Haber-
Giasson and Ron Spofford; Gerry Fox;  P.J. Mears; 
Bill and Pixie Frayer, Mary Lou Hofmann and Al 
Sargent; Charlotte Lehmann and Greg Bianconi; 
Bob Thorpe, Erland and Esther Tucker; David 
Dawn and Marion Emery.

YARD SALE TO BENEFIT 
#BRINGNASTYAHOME
May 27 from 8–3 in the church vestry

Donations can be 
left on the stage in 
the vestry through 
Friday, May 26. Clean, 
lightly-used clothing 
in good condition 
will be accepted along with working electronics, 
toys, games, books, furniture, fishing poles, old 
tools, and bicycles (just to name a few ideas for 
donation). Helpers are also needed; contact Peter 
at floyd6of7@yahoo.com.

—The Floyd Knight Family
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SOCIAL JUSTICE CORNER

LIVING WITH FIERCE HOPE & RADICAL LOVE

► Thanks to Skip 
Gans for sharing 
with us his vision 
of fierce hope 
and radical love. 
Look for another 
testimonial in 
May.

► We continue to recommend Actions of Fierce 
Hope and Radical Love each week. Find these 
actions in the Order of Service, in our emails, 
or on the website at auburnuu.org/actions. The 
Social Justice email list receives an even more 
detailed list of suggested actions. To join that list, 
contact Toby at news@auburnuu.org.

SECOND COLLECTION SCHEDULE
May 14 ...............  Immigrant Resource Center

June 4.................  Greater Androscoggin Humane Society

July 2  .................  New Beginnings

Social Justice Recommends:

Thursday, May 4 @ noon  
Rally for LD 1373 Solar bill, State House, Cross 
Building, Room 211, wear yellow. Contact Jane 
Pentheny to rideshare for May 4 events in Augusta.

Thursday, May 4 @ 11:00  
LD 1274 rally followed by a press conference at 
noon for Healthy Maine Act, State House Welcome 
Center, for more info visit maineallcare.org. 

Sunday, May 14 @ 4:30  
RESIST Central Maine meeting (vestry)

Thursday, May 18 @ 5:30  
SURJ (Showing Up for Racial Justice) meeting 
(Outright room)

Sunday, May 28 @ 4:30  
RESIST Central Maine meeting (vestry)

*   *   *   *   *

Urge your lawmakers to pass LD 1237 allowing women to 
receive 12 months of birth control at a time: 
https://tinyurl.com/mtqykn6

Stop LD366, Lockman's "anti-sanctuary city" bill: 
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/stop-larry-lockmans-
anti-sanctuary-city-bill

Ask the Census Bureau to count the  
LGBTQ community: 
http://takeaction.joekennedyforcongress.com/petition/
count-lgbtq-community/a/

Tell EPA if you favor scrapping  
Clean Air and clean Power rules: 
https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=EPA-HQ-
OA-2017-0190-0042

Protect Katahdin Woods & Waters park  
by emailing Secy Zinke and your congress reps: 
https://nrcm.salsalabs.org/defendkww/index.html

—Toby Haber-Giasson and Jane Pentheny, OD,  
Social Justice co-chairs
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OPEN MIC 
April’s show provided a forum for ELHS students 
to read their poetry in front of a group. We hope 
to see more of them—and you—in May! 

Next Open Mic: May 12, 7:30pm

Sing/play/recite or just LISTEN. Refreshments 
for sale to benefit the Organ Fund. Free; all ages!

STEWARDSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

Enjoy the fellowship of our community! Please 
sign up for one of these six stewardship events. 
You will soon receive a Pledge Card by email. 
Bring the card with you to an event or simply 
return it to church with your pledge.

Wednesday, May 10, 6-8 p.m.
Bouncing Family Outing at Aero Air Park  
by Karen Lane and Sawyer Templeton
40 East Ave, Lewiston
RSVP karenlee.lane@gmail.com

Friday, May 12, 6:30 p.m. (7 max)
Braised chicken with lemon & lemon  
cream pie at Jane Pentheny’s house
48 Mountain View Drive, Poland
RSVP janepentheny@verizon.net

Saturday, May 13, 5 p.m. (6 max)
Vegetarian meal with Sara Karam 
4 Bushey Circle, Lewiston
RSVP s.karam@hotmail.com

Saturday, May 13, 5 p.m. at church
Chicken Divan dinner w/Skip Gans
food donations welcome
RSVP 786-8680

Saturday, May 20, 2-4 p.m.
Wine tasting w/snacks by Kay Hawkins
153 Stetson Rd, Hartford
RSVP kfhawkins72@gmail.com

Saturday, May 20, 6-8 p.m.
Tasting Trip around the World  
with Mary Lou Hofmann
12 Old Farm Road, Auburn
RSVP even.sleeves@gmail.com
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AUBURN UU TO 
HOST EMPTY BOWLS 
SUPPER FOR TRINITY 
JUBILEE CENTER:  
MAY 7 AT 4:30

NNED DELEGATES ELECT DISTRICT UU OFFICERS

At the 9th Annual Meeting of the Northern New England District (NNED) of the UUA the following 
lay persons and religious professionals were elected to serve on the NNED Board.  They represent 
congregations in Maine, NH and Vt.  Delegates from 35 congregations participated in voting.  Our nine 
Board members are:

Mary Heafy  President Keene, NH, UU Church
Rev. Olav Nieuwejaar Vice President Minister Emeritus, UU Congregation in Milford, NH
Deb Robinson Financial Officer Unitarian Church of Montpelier, VT
Rev. Allison Palm Secretary Minister, UU Church of Nashua NH
Anne Kinney Member-at-Large     First Universalist Church of Auburn, ME, UU 
Paul Tierney Member-at-Large Starr King UU Fellowship of Plymouth, NH
Rev. Kendra Ford Member-at-Large Minister, First UU Society of Exeter, NH
Carol Larson Member-at-Large Allen Avenue UU Church, Portland, ME  
Rev. Barbara Threet Member-at-Large Minister, Rutland, VT UU Church  

Each Board member will serve as direct liaison to seven or so of our district congregations to facilitate 
the flow of information and services available.Serving on the NNED Nominating Committee are Rev. 
Olivia Holmes (NH), Susan Buckholz (VT), Kali Fyre (NH), Kathy Kellison (ME), Marty Shaw (VT), 
and Donna Dolham (ME).

The Empty Bowls Supper has 
been a tradition at the Jubilee 
Center for thirteen years. 
Diners buy an empty bowl 
and receive a simple, yummy 
dinner of soup, bread, and dessert. The food 
is donated by prominent local restaurants and 
diners bring their pottery home with them. 
All of the proceeds benefit the Jubilee Center's 
programs. 

More information at http://www.
trinityjubileecenter.org/?page_id=634

To preorder $10 tickets for early admission 
(4:00), visit https://tinyurl.com/k5zmscm

YARD SALE RESULTS

We made $570.17 at the yard sale on Saturday, 
April 29. Thank you to all who donated items, 
worked on set-up Friday pm, worked at the sale 
on Saturday and came to shop. Members of the 
local community got some great buys and all 
of us had fun working as a team, enjoying each 
others’ company with a few laughs thrown in.

Empty Bowls Supper
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Or…can you donate 
sandwiches for a simple 
luncheon between worship 
service and the auction?

Contact Bill Frayer at 
billfrayer@gmail.com, call  
891-2993, or talk to Bill at 
church.

SEEKING DONATIONS FOR ANNUAL SERVICE AUCTION MAY 21 
We are still looking for donations of: 

• Hosted meals 
• Delivered meals 
• Individual food items
• Help with home chores
• Special experiences
• Lessons 
• Items for sale

BREAKFAST WITH A STRANGER AND A $300,000 DECISION

The dining room is crowded early Saturday morning 
at our UU New England Regional Assembly in 
Woburn, MA.

As delighted as I am to be sharing the event with 
Jane Pentheny and Bob and Judy Bishop, I am not 
with them at breakfast. So I head over to a table with 
a stranger, a black man; and introduce myself. We 
share a meal and then a pivotal conversation about 
our faith’s struggle with institutional racism.  

His name, he says, is Royce James. Royce tells me he is one of the organizing members of the Black 
Lives UU (BLUU) Collective. I nearly go through the roof with delight. We deeply need his presence 
today…although he doesn’t yet know it.

This afternoon our NNED (Northern New England District) Board that I serve on will be asking our 
delegates and congregations to gift up to $300,000 to Black Lives UU. But we don’t have a BLUU 
member with us to provide background information about this emerging UU organization and its 
critical significance to the life of our faith at this moment in time.

“Will Royce come to our NNED meeting and be our BLUU resource person?” I ask, as I explain why.  
“YES!  YES!”  he says. We are both momentarily astonished by this chance conversation and the 
unfolding opportunity.

And so, some seven hours later, Royce plays a critical role at the Annual Meeting of the NNED. We 
address racism in our denomination and we vote nearly unanimously to fund BLUU’s work. With 
Royce’s considerable input, our congregations in Maine, NH, and VT make a historical decision to 
immediately give $100,000 from our operating funds to BLUU. Our district will further contribute a 
$100,000 match over the next two years for additional donations from our congregations.

                     —Anne Kinney, Denominational Affairs Representative
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GOT RETURNABLES?  Bring yours to our 
neighbor, RC Redemption, at 120 Spring 
Street, open Monday-Saturday 9-5. Just 
say it’s for First Universalist: they give us 6 
cents for every bottle you bring them.  

Sermons
Selected sermons are now available on our 
website and on our Facebook page under "Notes." 
Check it out!

*   *   *   *   *

Chamber Connection
Will you represent Auburn UU at 
one of these upcoming LA Metro 
Chamber of Commerce events?

• Chamber Breakfast: 
Thursday, May 11, 6:45-9:00 a.m. at the 
Kora Shrine Temple in Lewiston ($20). 
Speaker: Beckie Conrad, Chamber President

• Business After Hours: Thursday, May 18, 
5:00-7:00 p.m. at Norway Savings Bank, 31 
Court Street in Auburn (free)

COMMUNITY RELATIONS NEWS

UU THEATER PRESENTS...

By virtue of 10 years doing social justice theater, 
UU Theater has been asked to develop a refugee 
experience simulation as the centerpiece of 
this year’s World Refugee Day celebration on 
Thursday, June 29, in Simard Payne Park.  

Karen and Toby need your help! 

• Volunteer to help organize the event.
• Lend us a tent to create spaces in the simulation.

Please contact Toby at baywest@roadrunner.com

World Refugee Day 2016, Andree Kehn/Sun Journal

COMMUNITY BOOK GROUP
What lies at the 
intersection between 
Buddhist teachings and 
racial justice? What is 
“engaged Buddhism?”

Join us at Auburn 
UU to engage in 
thought-provoking 
dialogue, build loving 
community, and fuel a 
commitment to justice. 
All are welcome!

We will meet each Sunday in June to discuss 
Radical Dharma: Talking Race, Love, and Liberation 
by Rev. angel Kyodo williams.

6/4: 12:30pm-1:30pm * note different time
6/11: 11:30am-12:30pm
6/18: 11:30am-12:30pm
6/25: 11:30am-12:30pm

In a world that needs peace now more than 
ever, learn how a tradition that emphasizes both 
individual contemplative practice as well as the 
alleviation of global suffering calls us to work 
towards justice off the cushion.

About Radical Dharma: “Igniting a long-overdue 
dialogue about how the legacy of racial injustice 
and white supremacy plays out in society at 
large and Buddhist communities in particular, 
this urgent call to action outlines a new dharma 
that takes intoaccount the ways that racism and 
privilege prevent our collective awakening.”

Questions? Contact Tara at thumphries3@
gmail.com.
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CELEBRATING ALL OUR COLORS AT FERRY BEACH!
This first full weekend in May nearly 80 Auburn UUers are celebrating our UU church community at 
the oceanfront UU Camp and Conference Center in Saco. May 5-7 is our annual Ferry Beach Retreat 
on the 32-acre campus with new and old friends from the Allen Avenue and Norway, Maine, UU 
churches.  

Three Auburn UU families and three individuals received 
scholarships thanks to fundraising at our Chili/Chowder Cook-
Off and additional generous donations from Cathy Thorpe and 
Betsy Whitcomb. Much gratitude to all the willing hands that 
made possible this financial aid!

Additional appreciation goes to Auburn UU retreat workshop 
and activity contributors: 

• Michael Hayashida for leading our energetic Friday evening Sing-Along
• Brenna and Leah Galipeau-Eldridge for offering the fun of Henna Tattoos 
• Tara Humphries for nourishing bodies and spirits with Morning Yoga
• Shelley Reno and Paula Spruill for organizing imaginative Fairy Houses in the pines
• Larry Cotton for lending his skills and expertise for Guided Photography
• Bill Frayer for leading the thoughtful “Healing Our Divisions” TED Talk
• John Spruill for co-facilitating worship, and heightening awareness in a Conversation about Race
• Jan Vachon for raising campus energy with a Drumming Circle 
• Carmen Brochu for sharing outdoor wisdom in a restorative Nature Walk
• Ellen and Rick O’Brien for performing as spirited emcees for our Variety Show
• Ron Spofford for serving as ever-attentive Campus Retreat Sexton 

And the retreat wouldn’t be The Retreat! without ALL of yUU—attendees and collaborators—with 
your enthusiastic, supportive, celebratory participation. Thank you all—together we are blessed and 
are blessing one another as we feed our hearts, minds, souls and bodies, so together we can help heal 
the world.

—Anne Kinney, tri-church Retreat Coordinator

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Membership recently completed the Spring New 
Member classes with Reverend Jodi. Pictured 
here are our newest members: (L-R) Tiffany 
Manson, Bridget LaRoche, Annika Black and 
Alejandra Yari Rodriguez. We are so fortunate 
to have these nice people join our congregation. 
Please take some time to make them feel 
welcome. A compliment I often hear refers to the 
friendliness and acceptance shown by everyone 
to newcomers. Thank you all for making that a 
reality! Blessings,

—Peggy Cox, Membership Chair
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June Open Door newsletter deadline: 5-25-2017

Please send submissions to newsletter@auburnuu.org.

Submissions should be simple and reader-friendly (no 
longer than 275 words) and should pertain to church or 
denominational events, announcements, reports and 
activities. If photos or graphics are desired, please send 
them along with your submission or contact the editor for 
assistance. You will receive an acknowledgement from the 
editor when your submission is received.

DRUMMING CIRCLE  
ALWAYS ON THE 3RD THURSDAY

OPEN TO ALL     BRING OR BORROW

MAY 18 - 6:30-8:00 

For more info, contact Peter Floyd: floyd6of7@yahoo.com

MAY EVENTS   
www.auburnuu.org/news-events/calendar/

Mon, May 1 6:00 p.m. Eldercare support group

Wed, May 3 5:30 p.m. SURJ logistics meeting

Fri, May 5  Ferry Beach Retreat -   
  through Sun, May 7

Sun, May 7 10:00 a.m. Worship Service / NO RE  
  classes due to Ferry Beach Retreat 
  Rose Window nominations due 
 4:30 p.m. Empty Bowls Supper for  
  Trinity Jubilee Center

Mon, May 8 6:30 p.m. Board Meeting (open to all)

Fri, May 12 7:30 p.m. Open Mic / Poetry Slam

Sat, May 13 7:30 p.m. Concerts for a Cause:   
  Remembering Tom Rowe 

Sun, May 14 10:00 a.m. Worship Service / RE classes 
  Rescheduled Second Collection  
  for Immigrant Resource Center 
 4:30 p.m. RESIST Central Maine meeting  
  (vestry)

Mon, May 15 5:30 p.m. Membership Committee mtg

Tues, May 16 6:30 p.m. CAKES meeting

Thurs, May 18 5:30 p.m. Showing Up for Racial Justice  
  (SURJ) meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Drumming Circle

Sun, May 21 10:00 a.m. Worship Service / RE classes 
   Service Auction

Mon, May 22 4:30 p.m. SURJ Vigil for Racial Justice on  
  Longley Bridge (near Gritty’s)

Sat, May 27 8:00-3:00 Yard Sale to benefit   
  #bringnastyahome

Sun, May 28 10:00 a.m. Worship Service / RE classes 
 4:00 p.m. Song Circle (Discoverers' Rm) 
 4:30 p.m. RESIST Central Maine mtg  
  (vestry)

DID YOU KNOW?  

Our projector is available 
for your sermon, church 
event or presentation.

Contact Toby at baywest@roadrunner.com

ELDERCARE SUPPORT GROUP  
first Monday of the month

Next meeting: Monday, May 1 at 6:00 in the parlor

FMI contact news@auburnuu.org


