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MARCH, 2017

169 Pleasant Street, Auburn, ME 04210

(207) 783-0461 - office@auburnuu.org

www.auburnuu.org

An official Welcoming Congregation

All are worthy, all are welcome

Rooted in the Sacred and strengthened by our diversity, we equip ourselves  
to minister through the transformative power of Love.

During the February 12 service, Rev. Jodi asked the children to click on emojis representing 
all their blessings. There were many!

JODI’S CORNER:  
WORDS FROM OUR MINISTER

By the time you receive this newsletter, we 
will have moved into the Christian season 
of Lent.  The observation of Lent has layers 
of meaning and purpose, one of which is 
an invitation to abstain from that which 
distracts us from the Holy as we know it.  
The discipline of consciously choosing to 
let go of distraction and seek connection 
can be revelatory and transformative. I 
wonder—what is it time for you to release? 
For what, in that releasing, are you creating 
space?

My we all receive this time of reflection 
with a joyful heart, and gratitude for the 
reminder that we can help to shape our 
own inner landscape into a place of health 
and connection.

And may your days and nights be blessed.

—Jodi
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The series of snowstorms that buried the state 
this past month accompanied a number of 
executive actions out of Washington, from 
xenophobic immigration orders to restrictions on 
transgender students’ access to school restrooms, 
that threaten to bury progressive advances.

In such stormy times, we need a beacon.

Our congregational vision is to serve as a beacon 
of fierce hope and radical love. And there are 
so many ways to be such a beacon. Some in 
our congregation lived into this vision this past 
month by participating in grassroots democratic 
efforts, such as RESIST Central Maine. Some 
celebrated the tenth anniversary UU Theater 
production of “The Vagina Monologues.” Some 
are planning to contribute a pot of chili to the 
Ferry Beach retreat fundraiser this month.

Beyond a beacon, in stormy times we also need 
shovels.

Kudos to the volunteers who by dint of shovel—
and, let’s be honest, snowblowers—did not allow 
the February blizzard to keep our church from 
opening for services at a time when this beacon in 
the community is so needed. Though they didn’t 
literally shovel, other volunteers brewed the 
coffee, provided treats and company, counted the 
collection plate contributions, and paid the bills, 
clearing the way for our congregation to thrive.

Just because the snow is now melting and the 
days are lengthening doesn’t mean the need for 
a beacon and shovels is any less pressing.

May we all consider how best to contribute light 
and labor to our common cause.

The Auburn UU board of directors will do so 
when we next meet on Monday, March 13, at 
6:30 in the church office.

—Eben Miller

THE YARD SALE IS COMING...
We will again be doing a yard sale on Saturday, 
April 29. If you are cleaning, reorganizing, or 
moving, please save your treasures for the Sale. 
There will be more details to come. If you would 
like to help work on the project, please contact 
Mary Lou Hofmann, 777-1833 or even.sleeves@
gmail.com.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

The Membership Committee will hold New 
Member classes with Rev. Jodi in the library on:

Sunday, March 26 at 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, March 29 at 5:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 2 at 11:30 a.m. 

Attendance is not a commitment to join, but it is 
required if you wish to sign the Membership Book. 

These classes are structured to give interested 
folks an opportunity to learn about Unitarian 
Universalism in general and in our own specific 
congregation. Everyone has a chance to share the 
journey that brought them here and to discover 
their own ministry. To minister is defined as 
“to give aid or service.” Many of us have found 
myriad ways to so this without defining it as 
such. Those who teach RE, sing in the choir, 
promote our principles through service to Good 
Shepherd Food Bank, transport food to Trinity, 
are visible and active in Social Justice, serve as 
liaisons to NNED and Ferry Beach, clean the 
kitchen, shovel the walks and tend the flower 
beds are all ministering to our congregation as 
well as the community at large. 

If interested, please contact me at pegcox114@
roadrunner.com or 689-5653. Sign up sheets are 
also available at the back of the sanctuary and in 
the vestry. Blessings,

—Peggy Cox, Membership Chair
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All-Music Service: February 5, 2017



4

TWO MARCH CONCERTS FOR A CAUSE
CFAC is proud to host David Mallett, Maine’s own singer-songwriter 
laureate!  Mallett has been writing and singing his own brand of 
Maine folk music nearly as long as he can remember. He is one of 
the most prolific and covered folk artists in the US.

Tickets are $25 at the door or $21.50 in advance at  
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2722912

For a $2.50 discount, Auburn UU members may use the promo code 
CFAC0317: usable until Thursday, March 2, at midnight.

For a full piece on Dave Mallett, see: 
http://www.sunjournal.com/news/encore/2017/02/21/dave-
mallett-perform-concerts-cause/2081057

*   *   *   *   *

David Mallett

Friday, Mar. 3 @ 7:30 p.m.

Squid Jiggers special 
St. Patrick’s Day Show

Friday, Mar. 17 @ 7:30 p.m.

CFAC is proud to host The Squid Jiggers, performing songs of 
Ireland, Scotland, songs the Canadian Maritimes and the Maine 
coast, and original songs by “the Squids.”  This special show will 
include a cash bar with beer and wine, including show sponsor 
Baxter Brewing’s offerings.

The Squid Jiggers are the Maine-based folk duo of Dave Rowe and 
Troy R. Bennett. They took their name from the A.R. Scammell song 
Squid Jigging Ground, which is a wonderful musical depiction of 
fishing for squid in the waters off Newfoundland. They combine 
their talents on guitar, bass, bodhran, and tin whistles to lay down a 
thunderous musical base for their robust vocal harmonies.

Tickets are $20 at the door or $17 in advance at  
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2722992

For a $2 discount, Auburn UU members may use the promo code 
CFACPADDY: usable until Thursday, March 16, at midnight.

For more info about Squid Jiggers, see: https://www.facebook.com/events/689383114556780/

GREEN CARD AWARENESS

If you use a green informational 
card as a hymnal bookmark, please 
be sure it is visible/available to 
others when you’re done. Thanks!

DRUMMING CIRCLE  
ALWAYS ON THE 3RD THURSDAY

OPEN TO ALL     BRING OR BORROW

MARCH 16 - 6:30-8:00 

For more info, contact Peter Floyd: floyd6of7@yahoo.com

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2722912 
http://www.sunjournal.com/news/encore/2017/02/21/dave-mallett-perform-concerts-cause/2081057
http://www.sunjournal.com/news/encore/2017/02/21/dave-mallett-perform-concerts-cause/2081057
http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2722992?discount=&show_widget=1&date=1629678
https://www.facebook.com/events/689383114556780/
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SOCIAL JUSTICE CORNER
Second Collection Voting Results

The votes are in and the winners are…the same 
groups as last year! Thank you for participating!

*   *   *   *   *

LIVING WITH FIERCE HOPE & RADICAL LOVE

► Thank you, Janet 
Miles, for sharing 
a testimonial on 
Feb. 12 about your 
important local and 
national work for 
cancer research.

Look for Tom 
Wiley’s testimonial in March. Tom is collecting 
children’s books for High Street Food Pantry in a 
box outside the sanctuary.

► We continue to recommend one or more 
Actions of Fierce Hope and Radical Love each 
week. Find these actions in the Order of Service, 
in our email blasts, or on the website at auburnuu.
org/actions.

The Social Justice email list receives even more 
suggested actions. To join, contact Toby at news@
auburnuu.org.

► Attend the MUUSAN Network meeting on 
March 11, at the UU Church of Augusta, 10:00 
a.m. to noon, with focus groups on Healthcare, 
Democracy or Climate Change. Contact Jane 
Pentheny janepentheny@verizon.net

SECOND COLLECTION SCHEDULE
Second Collection is taken on the first Sunday of each month. 

March 5 .................  Minister’s Discretionary Fund

April 2 .....................  New Beginnings

May 7 ......................  Immigrant Resource Center

June 4 ....................  Greater Androscoggin Humane Society

► RESIST Central Maine—a group devoted 
to defending equality, human rights, and 
democracy—meets in our space! The next meeting 
is Saturday, March 4 at 1:00 p.m. in the vestry.

► Several Auburn UUers have a regular presence 
at Senator Susan Collin’s Lewiston Office. They 
seek an open Town Hall with her about initiatives 
in Washington for which she has a direct voice 
and vote. They’ve provided input on Cabinet 
nominations, immigration polices, healthcare, 
and more. Join them each Tuesday at 11:30 a.m.

► People Power grassroots activist training 
sponsored by ACLU on Saturday, March 11 at 
4:30 p.m. in the vestry. Learn tools for taking 
action when basic freedoms and constitutional 
rights are threatened. 

*   *   *   *   *
Clean Elections and Your Taxes

The Maine Clean Elections check-off is on Line 1 
of the Maine Income Tax form. If checked, three 
dollars go to the fund that finances the campaigns 
of state candidates who agree to limit their 
spending and forego private fundraising (like 
64% of the members of the current Legislature!). 
Maine taxpayers have collectively provided 
millions of dollars to the Fund since the check-off 
was implemented in 1998. It is an important part 
of the overall funding of Clean Elections.

—Toby Haber-Giasson and Jane Pentheny, OD, 
Social Justice co-chairs

http://www.auburnuu.org/actions
http://www.auburnuu.org/actions
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS NEWS

NNED PROPOSES $200,000 SUPPORT FOR  
BLACK LIVES OF UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM (BLUU)

At the April 22 Annual Meeting of the Northern New England 
District (NNED) in Woburn, MA, the NNED Board will put 
two proposals up for a vote by congregational delegates:

1. Give $100,000 with no conditions to the Black    Lives of UU (BLUU) Endowment Fund; 

2. Offer up to a $100,000 match over two years for additional donations from our congregations.

The first $100,000 will come from a NNED money market account; the second $100,000 will come from 
the Operational Endowment Fund, contingent on approval by NNED Financial Trustees.

In addition to sending money, the NNED Board challenges itself to educate ourselves and engage our 
congregations around issues of race, white privilege and economic justice.

Background Information:

• BLUU formed in the wake of conversations among Black UUs in 2015. The BLUU Organizing 
Collective works to provide support, information and resources 
for Black UUs, and to expand the role and visibility of Black 
UUs within our faith.

• The BLUU Collective envisions a $5 million endowment to fund 
long-term liberation work within UUism, funds to be controlled 
by Black UUs and not directed by, nor beholden to white UUs 
or the UUA board.   

• People of color are still facing acts of injustice in our streets every day.  

• The rhetoric and deeds of the new administration in Washington invite racism and xenophobia 
out of the closet and into the public sphere.  Meanwhile, our UU faith tradition continues to 
grapple with issues of race and white privilege.  

• For us: if not now, when?
             —Anne Kinney, NNED Board Member

RESOURCES

blacklivesuu.com 

uuworld.org/articles/
board-commits-5-million-

bluu

Event Publicity

Do you have an upcoming church event that 
you’d like to publicize? Please send information 
to Toby at news@auburnuu.org.

*   *   *   *   *
Chamber Connection

Thanks to Jesse Sargent and Sara Goodrich for 
representing our congregation at recent chamber 

events. Will you represent Auburn 
UU at one of the following events?

• Chamber Breakfast: 
Thursday, March 9, 6:45-8:45 at Gendron 
Franco Center in Lewiston ($20)

• Business After Hours: Thursday, March 
16, 5:00-7:00 p.m. at Marco’s Restaurant in 
Lewiston (free)

http://www.blacklivesuu.com 
http://www.uuworld.org/articles/board-commits-5-million-bluu
http://www.uuworld.org/articles/board-commits-5-million-bluu
http://www.uuworld.org/articles/board-commits-5-million-bluu
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UU THEATER NEWS

V-Day 2017

Many thanks to the 125+ 
patrons who came to see the 
Vagina Monologues 10th 
anniversary show, dedicated 
to the late Janet Gibson, 
who joined us in our earliest 
productions.  

Your support of our show
• enabled us to donate $250 

to each of our four local 
partner agencies; 

• generated $300 for our 
church;

• and gave our partner agencies opportunities 
to share vital information about their services.

We offer our sincere thanks to:

• Alicia Fiori for directing the show

• Karen Lane for registering us

• Tracey Miller for poster design

• Nicole Rush, our playbill goddess

• Hannah Miller, our stage manager

• Ron Spofford for setting up

• Grayling Cunningham for additional publicity

• Danielle for making fundraiser V-chocolates 

• Marty McIntyre of SAPARS for printing the 
color ad insert

• Nola from Goin’ Postal for printing our 
playbill with a pink cover

• Angelo Giberti for selling tickets and 
refreshments

• Becca Lynch for running a quilting 
workshop to support domestic abuse 
survivors in the Monument Project

• and our talented, educated cast, for their 
time and effort!

—Toby Haber-Giasson

Cast photo: Top L to R—Marty McIntyre, Mana Foxglove, Klara Tammany, Melissa Stevens, 
Alicia Fiori, Alia Abdulahi, Dani Woodbury,  Ashley Hamboyan, Hannah Miller, Toby Haber

Bottom L to R—Karen Lane, Kyrie Arnold, Tara Humphries, Crystal Aube, Ali Rabideau, Kara 
Haupt, Becca Lynch, Sara Karam (camera shy: Roxie Devoe and Elise Johansen)

OPEN MIC 
Join us for our 11th Anniversary on Friday, 
March 10 at 7:30 p.m. in the vestry. Sing/play/
recite or just LISTEN.  Refreshments for sale to 
benefit the Organ Fund. Free; all ages!

Also, Great Falls TV will air our 10th Anniversary 
show (originals only) during the month of March.
Check it out!

April Open Door newsletter deadline: 
SAT, MARCH 25, 2017

Please send submissions to Tracey Miller  
at newsletter@auburnuu.org.

Submissions should be simple and reader-friendly (no longer 
than 275 words, please) and should pertain to church or 
denominational events, announcements, reports and activities. 
If photos or graphics are desired, please send them along 
with your submission or contact the editor for assistance. You 
will receive an acknowledgement from the editor when your 
submission is received.
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FERRY BEACH RETREAT REGISTRATION OPENS MARCH 26

Registration will open during Coffee Hour on 
March 26 for our All-Church Ferry Beach Retreat.  

Imagine a weekend at the beach filled with music, 
games, crafts, and conversations. Our annual 
retreat May 5, 6, and 7 offers this and more.  

Individuals and families are welcome, and 
children of all ages will find things to enjoy. All 
activities are optional, long walks on the beach 
are encouraged, and spontaneous musical jam 
sessions and sing-alongs are inevitable! All 
church community members are invited—new 
friendships are waiting to be made!

The UU Ferry Beach Camp and Conference 
Center campus is situated on a gorgeous 900 feet 
of oceanfront in Saco. Stay the whole weekend, or 
come for the day. We rent the entire conference 
center from Friday evening through Sunday 
with dorm accommodations available until the 
campus is full.

Registration forms will be available on 
auburnuu.org and on ferrybeachallaubnor.com 
until registration closes April 16. Auburn UU’s 
Chili & Chowder Cook-Off on March 19 (see 
following page) is a fundraiser to provide retreat 
scholarships – please support it!

For more information contact Anne Kinney at akinneyuu@gmail.com, or speak with Anne, Ron 
Spofford or Jan Vachon at church.

Our very own Ferry Beach Retreat website is up!  
www.ferrybeachallaubnor.com   

Look for photos, testimonials, registration 
information—ALL things 

related to our annual 
tri-church retreat When 
you see John Spruill at 
church give him a big 
thumbs up for creating 
this website. It’s a work 

in progress and we’ll 
continue to amend and update it, highlighting 
our retreat theme of “All the Colors.”

ELDERCARE  
SUPPORT GROUP  

first Monday of the month

Next meeting: Monday, March 6  
at 6:00 in the parlor

Kaileigh Tara will speak about caring for 
loved ones with decreased capacity.

FMI contact news@auburnuu.org

THANK YOU

to Bets Mallette, 
Stephanie Hughes, 
Ellen Crosby, and 
Peter Floyd for 
spending time 
cleaning and 
organizing our 
space on February   
17—National 
Strike Day!

http://www.ferrybeachallaubnor.com
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Our annual Chili Cook-Off is expanding to 
become a Chili and Chowder Cook-Off this 
year!  This is one of our largest all-church events 
and will take place in the church vestry after 
our worship service on March 19. Signup sheets 
are available each Sunday at Coffee Hour through 
March 12 from Jan Vachon, Anne Kinney, Katy 
Gallagher, Ron Spofford, and Paula Spruill.

Contributions needed are homemade chilis and chowders, plus desserts, cole slaw, cornbread, 
sandwiches (for kids), lemonade, sturdy plates, plastic spoons, cold cups for drinks, and about 450 of 
the small tasting cups that we use for the chili and chowder. To best accommodate the large turnout, 
we ask for your donation signups in advance, so please check in now with one of us listed above.

The popular cook-off event serves as the only fundraiser for scholarships for our Ferry Beach Retreat.  Because 
of this we are able to provide financial assistance to all those who express a need, and we also pay retreat costs 
for our wonderful church staff members who attend, which to date have been our Minister, DRE, and Office 
Administrator.  We are grateful for the strong church support that makes the Retreat affordable for all.  

Cook-Off costs are Adults:  $5.00; Age 16 and under:  $3.00; and Family Price:  $12.00.  No one is turned 
away for inability to pay.

Our high energy Cook-Off will be followed by a lively Contra Dance sponsored by our R.E. Committee. 

MARCH 19

ADOPTION INFORMATION SESSION

On March 18 from 1:00-3:00 in the vestry Penny 
Collins, LMSW, of Adoption Partners of Maine 
will present information for people who want to 
learn more about adopting or hosting children in 
need of homes. The session is free; donations to 
"Bring Nastya Home" will be accepted: https://
pages.giveforward.com/family/page-q6x2m32/ 

For more information about the session, contact 
Peter Floyd at floyd6of7@yahoo.com. For more 
information about Adoption Partners of Maine, 
contact Penny at (888) 635-6935.

DELEGATES NEEDED

Auburn UU needs 
three Delegates 
to represent us at 
the first-ever New 
England Regional Assembly and Annual Meeting 
of the Northern New England District next month.  
Dates are Friday evening, April 21, and Saturday 
April 22 at the Hilton Hotel in Woburn, MA.

Jane Pentheny and Anne Kinney are planning to 
attend and are looking for other participants to join 
them. Anne will happily lend her Delegate card to 
another member. Delegates will join hundreds of 
other UU New Englanders for workshops, worship, 
singing, and a critical vote on donating up to 
$200,000 to Black Lives of UU.  

Regional Assembly & Registration:   
http://www.uua.org/new-england/awaken

Financial Assistance for hotel costs:   
NNEDAdmin@comcast.net

GOT RETURNABLES?  
Bring yours to our neighbor, RC 
Redemption, at 120 Spring Street, 
open Monday-Saturday 9-5. Just 
say it’s for First Universalist: they 
give us 6 cents for every bottle you 
bring them.  

https://pages.giveforward.com/family/page-q6x2m32/
https://pages.giveforward.com/family/page-q6x2m32/
http://www.uua.org/new-england/awaken
http://NNEDAdmin@comcast.net
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MARCH EVENTS   
www.auburnuu.org/news-events/calendar/

Fri, Mar 3 7:30 p.m. Concerts for A Cause:  
  David Mallett

Sat, Mar 4  1:00 p.m. RESIST Central Maine meeting

Sun, Mar 5 10:00 a.m. Worship Service / RE classes 
  Second Collecton for Minister's   
  Discretionary Fund

Mon, Mar 6 6:00 p.m. Eldercare support group

Fri, Mar 10 7:30 p.m. 11th Anniversary  
  Open Mic / Poetry Slam

Sat, Mar 11 4:30 p.m. People Power activist training

Sun, Mar 12 10:00 a.m. Worship Service / RE classes

Mon, Mar 13 6:30 p.m. Board Meeting (open to all)

Thurs, Mar 16 5:30 p.m. Showing Up for Racial Justice  
  (SURJ) meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Drumming Circle

Fri, Mar 17 7:30 p.m. Concerts for A Cause:  
  Squid Jiggers special  
  St. Patrick's Day show

Sat, Mar 18 1:00 p.m. Adoption Partners of Maine  
  info session

Sun, Mar 19 10:00 a.m. Worship Service / RE classes 
 11:00 a.m. Chili & Chowder Cook-off 
  and Contra dance

Tues, Mar 21 6:30 p.m. CAKES meeting

Sat, Mar 25  Deadline for April   
  newsletter submissions

Sun, Mar 26 10:00 a.m. Worship Service / RE classes 
 11:15 a.m.  Ferry Beach Retreat   
  registration opens 
 11:30 a.m. New Member Class (library) 
 4:00 p.m.  Song Circle (Discoverers’ Rm)

Mon, Mar 27 4:30 p.m. SURJ Vigil for Racial Justice on  
  Longley Bridge (near Gritty’s)

Wed, Mar 29 5:30 p.m. New Member Class (library)

BATES HAPPENINGS
These are events hosted by Bates College that are connected to Interfaith 
issues and social justice! All are free and open to the public. Questions? Email 
Tara (thumphries3@gmail.com), our self-identified Auburn UU–Bates Liaison, 
or find her at church! 

*   *   *   *   *
Every Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
(6:30pm if it’s your first time) in the Gomes Chapel, 285 College Street. Zen 
Meditation with Zen Priest Jaimie McLeod of Treetop Zen Center.

Wednesday, March 1 at 7 p.m.
G52 Pettengill Hall

Visiting Lecturer Danny Richter, Legislative Director of Citizens’ Climate Lobby

“Cracks in the Dam: Post-election Politics on Climate:” Explore where 
opportunities for moving forward on climate change were before the 
election, and how those opportunities look after the election. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1934041293486353/

Wednesday,  March 8 at 7 p.m.
Muskie Archives, 70 Campus Avenue

“Anti-Colonial Resistance and the Power of the People,” with Karlene Griffiths 
Sekou (De-colonial Scholar and Theologian, Executive Director, Dignidad 
International, Human Rights Strategist and Community Organizer.)

Wednesday, March 15 at 4:15 p.m.   
Pettengill Hall, room G52, 4 Andrews Rd. 

“'Anti-Colonial Resistance and the Power of the People' Post-Election 
Perspectives of Muslim Immigrant Women in Maine” with Fatuma Hussein 
(Founder, United Somali Women of Maine)   

Monday, March 20 at 7 p.m.
Muskie Archives, 70 Campus Avenue

“What Islam, Whose Islam? The Struggle for Women’s Right to Equality and 
Justice in Muslim Contexts” with Zainah Anwar (a founding member of 
Sisters in Islam who helped establish Musawah, an international movement 
that seeks to end the use of Islam to justify the discrimination of women)

Wednesday, March 22 at 4:15 p.m.
Pettengill Hall room G52, 4 Andrews Rd

 “‘Our Race is Our Religion’:  Racial Protectionism and Religion in American 
White Nationalism” with Damon Berry (visiting professor of religious studies 
at St. Lawrence University)

RELATED EVENTS OF INTEREST:

Thursday, March 9, 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
YWCA, 130 East Avenue, Lewiston - FREE & Open to Public

T.A.L.K. – Treat All Listeners Kindly

A Positive Communication Interactive Community Workshop - dive deep in 
compassionate listening and conversation. 

Hosted by Lewiston Youth Advisory Council; facilitator:  Bates College 
Associate Professor Stephanie Kelley-Romano

FMI:  http://www.lewistonmaine.gov/communication 

Thursday, March 16 at 12:00 p.m.
Callahan Hall, Lewiston Public Library, 200 Lisbon Street

“Truth, Healing and Change: Why Maine Needed a Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission”with Penthea Burns (Co-Director and Barbara Kates, Community 
Organizer, Maine Wabanaki REACH )

https://www.facebook.com/events/1934041293486353/
http://www.lewistonmaine.gov/communication

