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The Open Door

169 Pleasant Street, Auburn, ME 04210
(207) 783-0461 - offi ce@auburnuu.org
Website: www.auburnuu.org

An official Welcoming Congregation
All are worthy, all are welcome.

June, 2016

Newsletter of The First Universalist Church (Unitarian Universalist), Auburn, Maine

Rooted in the Sacred and strengthened by our diversity, 
we equip ourselves to minister through the transformative power of Love.

As the gentler weather invites us to step out 
of our homes and into the community more 
often, I am reminded of how much we have 
to give to this world. We are a community of 
abundance—abundant hope, abundant love, 
abundant desire for deeper justice and greater 
peace, abundant commitment to doing our part 
to bring about heaven on earth.  

Even as we are nourished by the beauty that 
surrounds us, so are we called to nourish this 
hungry earth, sharing generously of our gifts.  
What are the gifts that you are going to give 
this season?  What food for the spirit or body 
are you going to offer those in need?

As you seek to bless the world, may your own 
days and nights be blessed.

—Jodi

Jodi’s Corner: 
Words from our Minister

Scenes from Ferry Beach Retreat 2016 (more on pg. 6)

Please note:
Karen’s summer hours (church offi ce) begin June 22:

Open Monday and Friday 9:30-1:30
Closed on Wednesdays
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President’s Message
The May meeting of the Auburn UU board of 
directors began with opening words (from Marge 
Piercy’s “To be of use,” chosen by Kerry Lathrop) 
perfectly fitting to our church year theme of 
commitment:

The people I love best
jump into work head first
without dallying in the shadows
and swim off with sure strokes out of sight.

A singular pleasure of serving on the board of 
directors is working closely with those so committed 
to being of use. As our church year nears its end, 
I’d like to recognize a fellow board member’s 
commitment to jumping into the work head first. 
For the past three years Dana Rickman has served 
behind the scenes on the board, though certainly 
never “dallying in the shadows.” She has lent her 
labor, talent, and perspective to the board, church, 
and congregation in a manner most valued. Having 
completed her second term on the board, we regard 
Dana’s commitment with much gratitude.

Another great pleasure of serving on the board is 
the honor of recognizing the good work of those 
nominated for the annual Rose Window Award. 
To read the nominations is to be reminded of our 
mission statement, to realize how undeniably 
our church is strengthened by our diversity, 
with members of the congregation who perform 
vital acts of commitment—both publicly and oh 
so privately—to our collective institution. The 
winner(s) of the award will be recognized during 
the annual congregational meeting on June 12.

Leadership slates will also be announced and 
voted on during the annual meeting. I’m pleased to 
report that all those on the board with the option of 
continuing agreed to do so. To return to the words 
of Marge Piercy, the board will jump into the work 
again during the final board meeting of the year on 
Monday, June 13, at 6:30 in the church office.

  —Eben Miller

Social Justice Corner

Second collection Schedule
Second Collection is taken on the first Sunday of each month. 

June 2016  Greater Androscoggin Humane Society
July 2016  New Beginnings
August 2016  United Somali Women of Maine

June’s Second Collection benefits Greater 
Androscoggin Humane Society (GAHS), whose 
mission of promoting a humane community will 
be nurtured by your support throughout the 
month. The top of the wish list:

• kitten & adult cat food, both dry and canned; 
• IAMS (green bag) small bite dog food; 
• pine wood pellets for cat litter.

The full list is available online (gahumane.org/
shelter-wish-list), and will be posted on the 
collection box found at the rear of the sanctuary.  

Want to contribute even more to animal welfare? 
GAHS also provides a pet food pantry each 
Tuesday, 9-11 a.m., open to residents in need 
who live within the shelter’s service area. The 
Fetchin’ Food program happily accepts financial 
or pet food donations.

SeniorsPlus in Lewiston also has a companion 
program to Meals on Wheels: Pets on Wheels! 
Donations of pet food can be dropped off 
at the program’s kitchen (55 Alfred Plourde 
Pkwy) or at the main office (8 Falcon Rd). More 
information is available online (www.facebook.
com/SeniorsPlus) or 795-4010.

FMI on our animal ministry, contact Dana 
Rickman, drickman54@gmail.com, 577-8109.

Got PRIDE? 
Walk the Portland PRIDE 
Parade with MUUSAN 
Saturday, June 18. More 
info: www.muusan.org
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Reproductive Justice
Planned Parenthood Maine Action Fund will hold 
a full-day training and canvass on June 4 from 10 
a.m.–4 p.m. Participants will improve their skills 
in asking open-ended questions about abortion 
and listening without judgement. They will 
watch actual interview tapes, then go out in the 
community to listen to voters. 

For more information contact Lindsay Ware at 
Lindsay.Ware@ppnne.org or 272-2187 or Toby at 
news@auburnuu.org.

*   *   *   *   *

Support Local 
Agriculture! 
This summer, 
we will again 
welcome NASAP 
(New American 
S u s t a i n a b l e 
A g r i c u l t u r e 
Project) farmer 
Habiba, selling 
produce at 
Auburn UU on 
Sundays. 

Social Justice Corner

Some of our SURJ members at a recent vigil. Banners by Aart! (Artists’ 
Rapid Response Team) www.arrteam.org

At the May 18 training session with Lindsay and Liz

SURJ Vigils & Game Night/Potlucks:  
Every Fourth Monday
Central Maine Showing up for Racial Justice 
(SURJ) holds monthly vigils in support of Black 
Lives. Join them on the Auburn side of the 
Longley Bridge (next to Gritty’s) on Mondays 
June 27, July 25, or August 22.

Afterward, join SURJ for Post-Vigil Game Night, 
at 5:45 p.m. in the vestry. Bring snacks, board 
games, or cards.

—Toby Haber-Giasson and Jane Pentheny, OD,  
Social Justice co-chairs

The deadline for the JULY-AUGUST Open Door newsletter is  
FriDAY, JUne 24, 2016

Submissions should be simple and reader-friendly (no longer than 275 words) and should pertain 
to church or denominational events, announcements, and activities. If graphics are desired, 
please send them with your submission or contact the editor for assistance. You will receive an 
acknowledgement by email when your submission is received. Send submissions to Tracey Miller at  
newsletter@auburnuu.org.
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Membership News

The Membership Committee has issued 
invitations to everyone who became a new 
member between 2013-2015 to join us in the 
Chapel after the Service on June 5 to share 
their membership experiences with us. We are 
so blessed to have so many of them become 
involved in the life of the church, and hope to 
find opportunities for others to connect more 

deeply as well. 

One way that we 
can connect and be 
welcoming to everyone 
is to wear our name tags. 

Many of us know most of the congregation, but 
we’ve been happy to welcome lots of newcomers 
lately, and your name tag makes it so much easier 
to connect in conversation. If you’ve misplaced 
yours and would like a new tag, we will be 
offering name tag making during Coffee Hour 
soon. Blessings, 

—Peggy Cox, Membership Chair

Kudos to Simon
The Bon Mot 
award goes to 
Simon Bolduc 
for his perfectly-
timed comment, 
“Thinking outside 
the box” during 
Rev. Jodi’s reading of a story about a polar bear 
who was getting too big to fit within the pages of 
the book.

Simon—along with 
brother Nelson—
also raised money 
for Trinity Jubilee 
Center, to donate 
at the Empty 
Bowls Supper. In 
addition, he served 
as a runner for the 
service auction, 

delivering bid sheets to congregation members. 
Thanks for all your help, Simon!

Please send event news to Toby at 
news@auburnuu.org for an e-blast, Facebook 

post, newsletter piece, or press release!

Community Relations
Sara Goodrich represented 
Auburn UU at the April 
chamber breakfast. Will you 
represent us on June 9? July 
14? August 11? Contact Toby at 
news@auburnuu.org.

*   *   *   *   *
Our church page is getting lots of 
new views on Facebook! Have you 
liked it? http://www.auburnuu.
org/facebook

Sunday Sundaes

Ice cream sundaes were on the menu at Coffee Hour on May 
29, thanks to Peter, Jan, Skip and Don.
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Join us on the second Friday of each month, from 
7:30–9:30 p.m. in our vestry. Sing/play/recite or 
just LISTEN. Refreshments for sale to benefit the 
Organ Fund. Free; all ages! This month’s Open 
Mic is on FRIDAy, JUNE 10.

Open Mic 

Betty Riggin Allen returned from Texas to grace our May open mic. 
She read “Guantanamera” in both Spanish and English, to show off her 
adopted language. 

Auction Redux
The Service Auction brought in over $5,200, 
according to our preliminary numbers. This 
will increase with sales from the online auction.  
Bill Frayer was a nimble emcee, gently nudging 
people to spend more by outbidding each other.  
A good crew kept everyone fed and organized. 
And everyone was feeling generous!

Thanks also go to: Peggy, Jane, Dollie, Susan, 
Esther and Pixie, Paula, Bonnie, Ginny, Brian 
and Mike, Ron and Robin, Karen, Mary Lou and 
Toby, Kaia and Simon.

The Online Service Auction continues 
through noon on June 12. Go to:

www.32auctions/2016serviceauction

+ BriNG or BorroW +
This month: 

June 16 from 6:30-8:00
For more info, contact  

Peter Floyd: floyd6of7@yahoo.com

Drumming Circle: 3rd Thursday

Photo courtesy of Phyllis Graber Jensen

Auburn’s Temple Shalom recently invited 
some of our UU Drummers to play at a Temple 
event to celebrate Lag B’Omer on May 26. By all 
accounts it was a joyful community celebration: 
an evening of singing, dancing, and drumming 
around a camp fire. More cooperative events like 
this may follow, so stay tuned!

Musical Collaboration

On May 15, Music Director Dave Rowe led our dedicated 
choir in a recording session. The group is creating a CD of 
holiday music selections from our Christmas Eve service.
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CommUUnity at Ferry Beach Retreat 2016
A weekend filled with wonderful weather, friendly 
UU faces, bountiful meals, stellar programming, 
and our own music and talents yielded Treasured 
Times for a record number of Auburn UU members 
at this year’s annual All-Church Ferry Beach 
Retreat.

Nearly 80 registrants from our Auburn UU 
congregation joined with those from the Allen 
Avenue UU Church in Portland and the Norway 
UU Church to total about 170 attendees.  Together 
we fed our souls and created sacred space amidst 
the beauty of the sparkling ocean beach and the 
cathedral of trees in the pine grove. 

First time participants were invited to the front 
of the line for Friday evening’s Ice Cream Social 
that followed get-acquainted fun and ushered in a 
sing-along around our indoor “chalice” campfire.  
High energy and spirits continued through 
midday Sunday with impromptu outdoor games, 
a Maypole, face painting, probing workshops, 
a return of Duct Tape hat-making, and our own 
Variety Show. 

We nourished ourselves with gentle yoga, music 
jams, social time, rocking chair and fireside chats, 
worship, and plenty of time in nature.  We invited our 
artistic sides to explore with card-making, watercolor 
painting, and solving clues in a treasure hunt; and 
dedicated time to consider the retreat’s future and 
how we can perpetuate this special weekend.  

Volunteers who will add their creative energies to our 
2017 Ferry Beach Retreat (along with Anne Kinney 
and Ron Spofford) will be Jan Vachon, Clara Bolduc, 
John Spruill, Michael Herrmann, and Paula Spruill.   

Much gratitude is extended to ALL who attended 
this year and shaped our unique heart-affirming 
2016 retreat community.  Mark your calendars with 
next year’s retreat dates:  May 5th, 6th, and 7th!

—Anne Kinney, Retreat Coordinator



7

Sat, June 4 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. Deep Listening & Canvass with PPME Action Fund

Sun, June 5 10:00 a.m. Worship Service / rE Sunday
  Second Collection: Greater Androscoggin Humane Society

Fri, June 10 7:30 p.m. open Mic / Poetry Slam

Sun, June 12 10:00 a.m. Multi-Generational Worship Service / Flower Communion
 11:15 a.m. Annual Congregational Meeting 
 12:00 online Service Auction closes

Mon, June 13 6:30 p.m. Board Meeting (office)

thurs, June 16 5:30 p.m. Showing Up for racial Justice (SUrJ) meeting
 6:30 p.m. Drumming Circle

Sun, June 19 10:00 a.m. Worship Service / religious Exploration classes
 11:15 a.m. Membership Committee meeting

Fri, June 24  Newsletter submission deadline for July-August issue

Fri, June 24–tues, June 28 General Assembly, Portland or

Sun, June 26 10:00 a.m. Worship Service / religious Exploration classes

Mon, June 27 4:30 p.m. SUrJ Vigil for racial Justice on Longley Bridge (near Gritty’s)
 5:45 p.m. Game Night/potluck following SUrJ Vigil

JUNE EVENTS         www.auburnuu.org/news-events/calendar/

First Universalist Church of Auburn, Maine – Unitarian Universalist 

NotICE oF ANNUAL CoNGREGAtIoNAL MEEtING

SUNDAy, JUNE 12, 2016 At 11:15 A.M. 

To the members of the First Universalist Church of Auburn, Maine, Unitarian Universalist: 

CALL to MEEtING 
The Board of Directors requests your attendance at the Annual Congregational Meeting of  the members of the 
First Universalist Church on Sunday, June 12, 2016, at 11:15 a.m. It will directly follow the worship service, and 
refreshments will be in the sanctuary.

AGENDA

1. Call to order (Moderator)
2. Quorum Check (20 % of Membership)
3. Opening prayer ( Rev. Jodi Hayashida)
4. Acceptance of Minutes from Spring and Fall Meetings 2014
5. Acceptance of Reports from Committee Chairs (in Annual Report booklet)
6. Vote on Leadership Slate
7. Presentation of Rose Window Award ( Rev. Jodi Hayashida)
8. Presentation of and vote on proposed Budget (Finance Committee) (Any other 

presentations as determined by the Board)

All are invited to attend to learn more about the functioning of our congregation, although voting is a privilege of 
church membership.
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A SneAk PeAk – workShoP For woMen:   Save the Date!!

eXPLORING YOUR PeRSONaL tRee OF LIFe  
at MIDLIFe aND BeYOND

A Half-Day Workshop Retreat for Women at Auburn UU
october 15, 2016: 10 am – 3 pm

“Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild and precious life?”—Mary oliver

UU women’s circle facilitator D’Vorah Kelley of Keene, NH, will return to Auburn UU this fall with a 
requested follow-up workshop for women. Cost will be $40 per person. registration forms will be 

available in late summer via Anne Kinney, Denominational Affairs, rep.

UUA GA Focuses on Multifaith Richness

“Heart Land:  Where Faiths Connect” is the theme of our June 22–26 General 
Assembly (GA), the annual meeting and national gathering of Unitarian 
Universalists, this year in Columbus, OH.

UU congregations send delegates based on their certified membership 
numbers. Our delegates Anne Kinney and Jane Pentheny will participate 
in policy-making, worship and workshops, and hear leaders from 

many faith communities express their visions of faith that no longer divides us but connects us to an 
interdependent future that works for all. 

What grounding and vision do we share across faith traditions?  What particularities of each tradition 
lend creativity and depth to our work across faith borders?

Anyone may attend GA, joining thousands of UUs in a learning community that includes witness and 
celebration for five days. The dozen members of Auburn UU who have participated over the years 
consider GA a place where we grow spiritually, increase capacities for leadership, and delve deeply 
into questions and commitments that challenge our faith today.  

Portions of GA will be live-streamed at http://www.uua.org/ga   Watch them for an infusion of UU 
energy and to explore with us how to be in authentic and fruitful interfaith partnerships both within 
and beyond our congregation. Popular GA programs being streamed include:

• Opening Celebration June 22nd, 7:30 p.m. (banner parade, worship, music)
• Morning worships, 8 a.m.
• Service of the Living Tradition June 23rd, 7:30 p.m.
• Synergy Bridging Worship (honoring UU teens) June 24th, 7:30 p.m.
• Presidential Candidates Forum June 25th, 1:15 p.m.
• Ware Lecture June 25th, 7:30 p.m. featuring Krista Tippett, journalist, author, diplomat
• Closing Celebration June 26th, 4 p.m.


