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The Open Door

169 Pleasant Street, Auburn, ME 04210
(207) 783-0461 - offi ce@auburnuu.org
Website: www.auburnuu.org

An official Welcoming Congregation
All are worthy, all are welcome.

October, 2016

Newsletter of The First Universalist Church (Unitarian Universalist), Auburn, Maine

Rooted in the Sacred and strengthened by our diversity, 
we equip ourselves to minister through the transformative power of Love.

President’s Message

The Auburn UU board of directors began the 
2016-2017 church year with a September meeting 
that attended to policy responsibilities and 
laid plans for the coming months that include 
professional development related to effective 
leadership.

The board has a joyful tradition of beginning 
each meeting with expressions of thanks. Before 
looking ahead to the new year, we offered 
our gratitude to those who offered special 
contributions to the church during the summer 
months. That summer bounty included behind-
the-scenes efforts as well as the more public gifts 
of music, beautifi cation of our grounds, and 
assistance with RE and worship. It is humbling 
to consider how many such gifts sustain us the 
entire year round.

It is a happy occurrence when a friend or member 
of the congregation requests that the First 
Universalist Church host their own ordination 
into the ministry. We’ve hosted such an event 
in the recent past, and have been asked to do so 
again by Charlotte Lehmann. We are so pleased 
for Charlotte, and recognize that this speaks, too, 
to the health and dynamism of our community.

Continued on pg. 2Scenes from our Ingathering and Water Communion on September  11, 2016
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First Universalist Church of Auburn, Maine, Unitarian Universalist

Notice of  
fall coNgregatioNal MeetiNg

Sunday, october 9, 2016 at 11:15 a.m.

To the members of the First Universalist Church of 
Auburn, Maine, Unitarian Universalist:

call to MeetiNg

The Board of Directors requests your attendance at the 

Fall Congregational Meeting of the members of the 

First Universalist Church on Sunday, October 9, 2016, at 

11:15 a.m. It will directly follow the worship service and 

refreshments in the sanctuary.

ageNDa

A quorum is needed to vote on a balanced budget.

Updates on other issues will be discussed.

All are invited to attend to learn more about the 
functioning of our congregation, although voting is a 

privilege of church membership.

Respectfully submitted, 
Ginny Starbird, Clerk

A monthly concert series held at the First 
Universalist Church, it is also wonderful to 
report, is now underway. While the “Concerts 
for a Cause” series is an opportunity to raise 
funds for our church and local charities, it will 
likewise be a terrific showcase of our cherished 
space.

In the near future, we on the board will gain 
greater clarity about our individual and collective 
leadership styles—with the intent of functioning 
at the “next level,” in the phrase of business 
coach and friend of the church, Kurk Lalemand. 
After introductions in September, we anticipate 
working with Kurk this fall.

Our work as a board will continue on Monday, 
October 3, at 6:30 in the church office.

—Eben Miller

A Jewish folktale told by Jodi in worship  
on September 18, 2016

There once was a well known gossip who 
lived in a small village. Over the years many of 
the villagers had felt the sting of the gossiper’s 
words, but one was so hurt that they decided 
to go to the village rabbi for help.  

The rabbi called the gossip to their office, 
and the gossip apologized, but also did not 
understand what the big deal was. “I’ll just tell 
people I was mistaken,” the gossip explained. 
“That will put everything right.”

The rabbi thought for a moment, and then 
asked the gossip to meet the rabbi in the village 
square with a feather pillow. The gossip was 
surprised but hopeful—perhaps they could 
make amends with simply the loss of one 
pillow!

When the gossip arrived, the rabbi asked them 
to cut open the pillow and shake out all of 
the feathers. The gossip complied, and they 
watched as the feathers swirled and blew, 
spreading throughout the village.

“Now,” said the rabbi, “I want you to gather 
all the feathers back together.”  

The gossip was shocked. “I can’t do that! The 
feathers have spread everywhere! They are in 
every nook and cranny! Some of them have 
flown right over the village wall! I’ll never be 
able to get them all back. It’s impossible!”

The rabbi looked at the gossip for a moment, 
and then responded, “Just so, it is impossible 
to gather back rumors you have spread about 
another. The only time we have control over 
our words is before we speak them.”

The gossip understood the lesson, and never 
gossiped again.
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Social Justice Corner

SecoND collectioN ScheDule
Second Collection is taken on the first Sunday of each month. 

Oct 2 Minister’s Discretionary Fund
Nov 6 New Beginnings
Dec 4 Immigrant Resource Center of Maine

On Sunday, October 2, Social Justice launches 
a month of Justice Sundays at October coffee 
hours following worship. Come visit us and get 
fact sheets on how our faith directs us to view 
each ballot initiative.

*   *   *   *   *

Auburn UU hosts local candidate forum and 
talk on October 4

Social Justice is proud to host “Money, Politics 
and Maine,” and the area’s first opportunity to 
meet the Clean Elections candidates from the 
L/A area. Maine Citizens for Clean Elections 
(MCCE) will lead this event on Tuesday, October 
4 at 6:30 p.m. at Auburn UU. Light refreshments 
will be provided.

• Learn about the role money plays in our 
political system, and the reforms that can 
amplify the voices of Maine voters in our 
elections.

• Learn how to be active advocates for a 
stronger, more representative democracy in 
Maine.

• Meet the local Clean Elections candidates—
they will take your questions.

MUUSAN endorses ballot initiatives

MUUSAN is Maine’s statewide UU advocacy and 
public policy network, anchored in our Unitarian 
Universalist faith. In a denomination that is 
characterized by social activism, we are called 
to bring our values to bear in the public arena: 
in the State Legislature, the news media, the 
development of policy, and the pursuit of justice.

To this end, MUUSAN has endorsed four ballot 
initiatives: 

• Question 5 Establishing ranked-choice voting

• Question 4 Increasing minimum wage to $12 
by 2020

• Question 3 Requiring background checks for 
gun sales and transfers

• Question 2 Establishing a 3 percent tax 
household income over $200,000

Questions 3, 4 and 5 have received active 
endorsements, while Question 2 has permission 
for the campaign to use the MUUSAN name only. 

“Our State Advocacy Networks are powerful agents for justice. 
They stand strongly for the values of our faith and comprise an 
essential component of our national effort.

The grassroots actions of our networks can make a dramatic 
impact. As UUs work on the issues of the day in their communities, 
meeting their legislators and neighbors from across the state, 
their experience of our faith changes and deepens. Sometimes the 
world changes, too.”

—UUA President Rev. Peter Morales
Network for the church 

• at “Chamber After Hours”  
thursday oct 20, 5–7 p.m. 
at the Ramada in Lewiston, or

• at a Chamber breakfast on October 13, 
November 10, or December 8 at 6:45 a.m.  

Contact Toby at news@auburnuu.org to learn more.

Panacea Holistic Health Fair  

Saturday, October 29 10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.
Vendors and holistic health practitioners will 
share information, art, music, yoga, herbs, Reiki, 
and more. Proceeds will support the church and 
the Hill family’s pilgrimage to Peru.  
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Ferry Beach Retreat  
Planning Meetings

This nighttime scene of the dining hall at the 
Ferry Beach Camp and Conference Center is 
a reminder that as fall arrives with its cooler 
temperatures, we can call forth fond memories of 
our All-Church Ferry Beach Retreat each spring 
at the ocean.

The 2017 Retreat weekend will be May 5, 6, and 
7 and is open to all members and friends of the 
Auburn UU Church.

We will hold periodic Retreat Planning Meetings 
HERE at Auburn UU, with our first meeting 
October 2 at 11:20 a.m. in the parlor. Those 
interested in having a say in the planning, and 
available to volunteer for various retreat tasks, 
are encouraged to take part.  

On November 14, those who can will also meet 
at 12:30 p.m. in Portland at the Allen Avenue 
UU Church with our Retreat counterparts from 
the Allen Avenue and Norway UU churches.  
We look forward to welcoming new planning 
participants.

—Anne Kinney, Coordinator

Cakes Group Begins

The Cakes Group, our women’s spirituality group, 
began its 2016-17 season with a celebration of the 
earth-based autumn festival called Mabon, which 
honors the second harvest and acknowledges the 
equal balance of day and night in the cycle of the 
year.

The Cakes Group meets the third Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. in the vestry, and is open 
to newcomers through December, after which it 
“closes” until the following fall.  

Please contact Anne Kinney or Pixie Frayer if you 
wish to attend so we can give you preparatory 
information. In the second photo participants 
begin an apple-stamping craft to create a group 
altar cloth. Appreciation to Peggy Cox for the 
photos!

S Walking Meditation s
thurSDayS @ 4:15 

Start at Bates Chapel,  
275 College Street, Lewiston

For more information, contact Tara Humphries: 
thumphries3@gmail.com
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For most of a decade Dave 
Rowe and Denny Breau 
played together as Turkey 
Hollow, originally as a 
trio with Dave’s late father 
Tom, they continued as a 
duo for a couple of years 
after Tom’s untimely death 
in 2004. Since their last 

official show together in 2006, they have stayed 
in touch and continued to perform a holiday 
show together each year with Phil House (visit 
http://www.daverowemusic.com/schedule.
html for holiday concert details). This reunion 
show brings these two consummate performers 
full circle as they come together to perform some 
Turkey Hollow favorites as well as doing some 
selected solo numbers by themselves. 

Concerts for a Cause (http://www.uuconcerts.org/)is a 
brand new concert series begun by the members of the 
First Universalist Church of Auburn to raise money 
and awareness for important local issues and charities.

Membership News

We’re looking forward to a new church year, 
reconnecting with old friends and making new 
ones. We recently held the Fall New Member 
classes and happily anticipate welcoming new 
members during the service on October 9. Please 
make them feel at home! 

During our classes, we discuss the many 
opportunities for involvement in our 
congregation. An important part of membership is 
sharing your unique gifts with others as personal 
ministry while making connections with others. 
If you’ve found a place that nourishes your soul 
in this way we would love to have you share it. 
Please contact me with your thoughts. Blessings, 

—Peggy Cox, Membership Chair

+ BRINg OR BORROw +
This month: 

octoBer 20 - 6:30-8:00
For more info, contact  

Peter Floyd: floyd6of7@yahoo.com

Drumming CirCle: 3rD ThursDay

Concerts for a Cause presents: 
Dave Rowe and Denny Breau:  
A Reunion of Turkey Hollow

Proceeds to benefit the 
Good Shepherd Food Bank 
and Auburn UU

Friday Oct 7  @ 7:30  

Tickets: $15

Purchase at 
brownpapertickets.com/
event/2603944 Blessing of the Animals

Please join us for our second annual Blessing of 
the Animals on Sunday, October 16, beginning 
at 10 a.m. in the vestry. Companion animals who 
are comfortable in crowds, healthy, and up to date 
on all vaccines are welcome. Please make sure 
they are secured, either on a leash or in a carrier, 
for everyone’s comfort and safety. Photos or other 
symbols of your animal companions are also 
welcome. We will honor and bless each and every 
one! For more information, contact Dana Rickman 
at drickman54@gmail.com or 207-577-8109.
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Can you sell or renew ads for the UU 
Theater Playbill? 

Please contact Toby at  
news@auburnuu.org

Open Mic MILESTONE
Many thanks to our neighbor Karen Hill for producing 
our Open Mic anniversary video. Back in March, 
Karen brought in a crew to videotape the show and 
record audio. Then she plowed through four cameras 
worth of footage, choosing the best angles, and 
smoothed out the sound quality. The result is a forty-
five-minute version of that four- hour show.

Not only will it serve as 
a document of the March 
show, but it will help us 
spread the word about the 
open mic and our church 
by airing it on public 
access and youTube. We 
hope it will attract new 

performers and listeners, who sometimes turn 
into new members.

We could only include original material, to 
comply with broadcast constraints, but come 
see our full-length shows on the second Friday 
of each month and feel the magic of music and 
spoken word. 

The next Open Mic is on  Friday, October 14,  
from 7:30–9:30 p.m. in our vestry. Sing/play/
recite or just LISTEN.  Refreshments for sale to 
benefit the Organ Fund. Free; all ages! 

watch on YouTube 
https://youtu.be/

QvSiuQktoDg

To buy a DVD of the 
show ($5), contact 

news@auburnuu.org 

got an old iPod? Donate it to 
Clover for their Music & Memory 
program. See Toby or contact 
news@auburnuu.org

UU Theater presents 
Androscoggin Readers Theater
Saturday, October 29 at 7:00 p.m.
Founded in 2009 by Janet Gibson, Androscoggin 
Readers Theater (ART) writes and produces their 
own shows and performs for senior audiences. 
Their humorous skits are inspired by the real lives 
of these creative senior citizens. ART features 
Tereza Bazinet, Nancy Daniels, Lu Farrington, 
Bob Gardner, Joel Goodman, Linda Jackson-
Washburn, Judy and Curt Webber, and director 
Naomi York, some of whom are in their 80s.  

Come enjoy this special 90-minute performance: 
a show for all ages!

Music Associates Chair John Spruill welcomes 
Interim Choir Director Beth LaBrie.

Thank you Stephanie Hughes and Phil House for 
providing so much beautiful music this summer!
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Poster + Photo = Free Workshop for Us!

Displaying this poster in the vestry and a photo of it qualifies us for a FREE REGISTRATION for a 
church team to participate in an upcoming New England Region workshop. Since it’s easiest to gather 
a group here in our own space, below are evening webinar choices to consider.

Please inform Rev. Jodi, Board President Eben Miller, or Anne Kinney of your interest.  We’ll select the 
most popular/most needed one, form our team, and Anne will register us.

A year ago our District Board asked UU church boards in Maine, NH and Vt what areas they needed 
help with. Stewardship was the top request. Thus, the November 16 workshop has been created and comes 
highly recommended. It will also be offered November 5 in Manchester, NH if anyone can travel there.

2016
11/5 RE Start! with Kim Sweeney & Karen Bellavance-Grace 

11/10 Tips & Tools for Cracking the Leadership Crisis with Doug Zelinski,

11/16   Generosity & Stewardship – “Getting to the Heart of It” with Joe Sullivan & Rev. Mary   
 Katherine Morn

11/30    This is Our Church:  Being/Becoming A Lay-Led Congregation with Karen Bellavance-Grace 

12/6   Financial Management for Your Congregation with Rev. Karen McArthur

2017
2/4    Can you Believe It?  What Unitarian Universalism Really Means & Why It Matters with Doug   
 Zelinski

2/11    Maintaining a Congregational Website with Meck Groot

2/15    Safe Congregations:  Mental Health Ministry with Kim Sweeney & Rev. Barbara F. Meyers

2/18    Theme-Based Ministry:  Saving Time, Energy, and Souls, One Theme at a Time with Rev. Marta   
 Valentín & Karen Bellavance-Grace

4/5    Leading—and Feeling—Change with Hilary Allen

The Gingerbread Fair is coming

Saturday, November 19 is the date for our annual holiday fair, one of 
our two most significant fundraisers. We are anxious to get started with 
the preparations and we are looking for everyone’s early involvement in 
the process. Initially we are looking for folks to chair/co-chair or work 
at the various tables – crafts, gift baskets, baked goods, pies, jewelry/
accessories, books, silent auction, wreaths, and luncheon. 

Watch for Gingerbread Fair news in future newsletters and Sunday 
orders of service to find out the specific ways you can be involved. We 
need your help to make this year’s Gingerbread Fair successful. 

If you have questions or would like to participate, please contact me, 
Mary Lou Hofmann, Chair, at 777-1833 or even.sleeves@gmail.com.
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Sun, oct 2 10:00 a.m. worship Service / RE classes
  Second Collection: 
  Minster’s Discretionary Fund 
 11:15 a.m. Justice Sunday (vestry)
 11:20 a.m. Ferry Beach Planning Committee  
  Meeting (parlor)

Mon, oct 3 6:30 p.m. Board Meeting (open to all)

tues, oct 4 6:30 p.m. MCCE Candidate Forum

fri, oct 7 7:30 p.m. Concerts for A Cause: 
  A Turkey Hollow Reunion

Sun, oct 9 10:00 a.m. worship Service / RE classes
  + New Member ceremony 
 11:15 a.m. Fall Congregational Meeting

fri, oct 14 7:30 p.m. Open Mic / Poetry Slam

Sat, oct 15 10 a.m-3 p.m. women’s “Tree of Life” Retreat

Sun, oct 16 10:00 a.m. “Blessing of the Animals”
  worship service (vestry)

tues, oct 18 6:30 p.m. Cakes group meeting (vestry)

thurs, oct 20 5:30 p.m. Showing Up for Racial Justice   
  (SURJ) meeting
 6:30 p.m. Drumming Circle

Sat, oct 22 4:00 p.m. All-Church Halloween Party 
  and Sleepover

Sun, oct 23 10:00 a.m. worship Service / RE classes
 4:00 p.m. Song Circle (Discoverers’ room)

Mon, oct 24 4:30 p.m. SURJ Vigil for Racial Justice on   
  Longley Bridge (near gritty’s)

tues, oct 25  Deadline for November newsletter  
  submissions

Sat, oct 29 10 a.m-3 p.m. Panacea Holistic Health Fair (vestry)  
 7:00 p.m. UUTheater presents Androscoggin  
  Readers’ Theater

Sun, oct 30 10:00 a.m. worship Service / RE classes
 1-4 p.m. Samhain Ritual & Potluck

OCTOBER EVENTS   
www.auburnuu.org/news-events/calendar/

Awaken! (Your UU Spirit!)
New England Regional Assembly  
April 21-22, 2017

Unitarian Universalists from across New 
England will gather this spring for our first 
ever Regional UU Assembly—a sort of mini-
General Assembly for our area congregations.

Organized by our New England Region 
(NER) and our Northern New England 
District (NNED), this will be held April 
21 and 22 in Woburn, MA, about 30 miles 
outside Portsmouth, NH.

The weekend Assembly will be jam-packed 
with inspired worship, engaged learning, 
workshops, community singing, a forum 
with our three UUA presidential candidates, 
and the NNED Annual Meeting.

Some of our outstanding musicians, ministers, 
and participants will be Dr. Ysaye Barnwell, 
Dr. Glen Thomas Rideout (both of whom 
have rocked and mesmerized past GAs) Rev. 
Robin Bartlett, Rev. Manish Mishra-Marzetti 
UUA Moderator Jim Key, and more.

Pagans to Celebrate Samhain 

Samhain is a Gaelic 
festival marking the end 
of the harvest season 
and the beginning 
of winter or the “darker half” of the year. 
Planned activities for kids and adults include 
coloring pages, ancestor garland making, and 
divination (bring your favorite tools if you’re 
interested in reading for someone). You may 
also bring a photo or small memento of your 
Beloved Dead for the Altar.

Participants are asked to bring snacks to share, 
and tools of divination. All are welcome!

ritual & potluck 
Sunday, Oct. 30 

1-4 p.m.


