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The Open DoorThe Open DoorThe Open DoorThe Open Door    
 

                   Newsletter of The First Universalist Church 
(Unitarian Universalist) Auburn, Maine 
159 Pleasant Street (side door) Auburn, ME 04210 

(207) 783-0461 -  auburnuu@myfairpoint.net 

                                                        Sunday Worship and Religious Exploration at 10 AM 
    

An official UUA Welcoming Congregation:An official UUA Welcoming Congregation:An official UUA Welcoming Congregation:An official UUA Welcoming Congregation:    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            All Are Worthy, All Are Welcome!All Are Worthy, All Are Welcome!All Are Worthy, All Are Welcome!All Are Worthy, All Are Welcome!    

    

We need not think alike to love alike- - Frances David                                                  JulyJulyJulyJuly/August, 2011/August, 2011/August, 2011/August, 2011 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

News from Team SabbaticalNews from Team SabbaticalNews from Team SabbaticalNews from Team Sabbatical    
Where's Jodi? Final Edition!? Of News from Team Sabbatical.  
 
Q:  Where's Jodi?  
 
A:  Have you not read the last six newsletters?  Hint: at this time, 
she may be learning some Irish Banjo tunes (??) and a little Gaelic.  
Michael might be working on his Irish Fiddle.  Hmmm.. 
 
Q:  When will we see her again?  
 
A:  As you know by now, Jodi has been taking a much deserved 6 
month sabbatical for rest, renewal, reflection, and rock and roll, err.. 
maybe not the last one.   Jodi will be back on the job in late August 
and back in the pulpit on September 11.   
 
Q:  Have we done our job as a congregation?  
 
A:  We are tasked with the same growth path as Jodi, learning who 
we are as a congregation without her leadership and presence.  
This is a question boards and committees should ask themselves, 
and a question each of us should ask ourselves before Jodi comes 
back.  Have we changed? How? What will our new relationships 
be?  Anyone who takes an active role in the life of the congregation 
can certainly say that they have stretched and learned and have a 
much deeper understanding of Jodi's role. We deal more commonly 
now with governance policies about buildings and grounds, 
personnel, etc, etc.  We have seen and listened to many visiting 
clergy from other UU congregations.  We likely have a deeper 
appreciation for Jodi's worship and leadership skills.   
 
Q:  Stars deserving of praise in Jodi's absence?  
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A:  I will omit many, but examples of "stepping up to the plate" are the All-Church Canvass (a record 
pledge amount), the Board (much more active role), Toby (communication within church and to 
greater community), Council of Committees (more active role), Worship Associates (assuring smooth 
flow of worship with guest ministers), Deni (office goddess), and all the myriad folks who keep the 
Auburn UU church functioning and running as smoothly as a nearly all-volunteer organization can.  
From the Sabbatical Committee: 
Thank you all.   
 
Q:  How will Jodi be welcomed back?  
 
A:  With open arms and hearts.   
 
Q:  And?  
 
A:  Officially at the annual picnic/worship at the Tucker/Thorpe camp on 
August 28 AND at her first worship service on September 11.  BE THERE!!  
 
Q:  If we need help in the meantime?   
 
A:  Please refer to the lists of helpers available in the brochure we printed, on the church website, etc.  
We have Jodi's responsibilities covered in one way or another.  http://www.auburnuu.org/index.html 
 
Thank you all for leadership, good humor, strength, and UU values during Jodi's absence.  
 
Not quite yet Over-And-Out 
Team Sabbatical: 
Rick O'Brien, Chair 
Bob Wolf 
Ginny Starbird 
Anne Perron 
Anne Kinney 
Ellen O'Brien

 
Sunday Speakers for July and August 
July 3 – The Rev. Jennifer Lentz 
Jennifer is the Minister of the First Universalist Church of Yarmouth, and just completed a year as one of 
the District's Youth Ministry Consultants. She became a UU in Boulder, CO. 
 during her college years, but completed her MDiv in Maine and was ordained at the UU church in 
Castine, ME, where she also served as an Interim Minister before being called to Yarmouth. She has 
special interests and education in adult pilgrimage, youth ministry and liberation theology and is pleased 
to be with us today to explore her favorite topic - freedom.  
 

 July 10 – Kitsie Claxton 
Kitsie has been a member of this congregation since 1990. Her connections and spiritual growth within 
this church were central to her calling toward hospice chaplaincy, work she began with Androscoggin 
Home Care and Hospice in 2002. She received her Masters of Divinity from Bangor Theological 
Seminary in 2006. In her quiet hours, Kitsie loves to read, quilt, and walk in the woods with her dog Lia.  
Kitsie’s sermon will pose this question:  
Jodi encouraged us to follow a ‘pilgrim’s path’ of intentional transformation during her sabbatical 

months. As summer ripens, are you, indeed, on a pilgrim’s path?  
Pearl Sawyer will serve as Worship Associate for this service.  
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July 17 – The Rev. Dr. Elaine Peresluha 
Elaine is an Accredited Interim Minister. She has just completed two interim years in Portsmouth NH 
Prior to her interim ministries, Elaine served as the settled minister in Bangor ME and Woodstock VT.  
 

July 24 – The Rev. Mark Clovin 
Mark is minister of the First Universalist Church of Rockland. He is a graduate of the Starr King School 
and has served UU churches in Maine and New Hampshire 

 
July 31 –  The Rev, Robert E. Wolf 
Bob, a retired UU minister, is a graduate of Meadville Lombard Theological School and served UU 
congregations in Buffalo, NY, Caribou and Portland, ME, Needham, MA and Keene, NH before retiring 
to Maine in 2001. He and his wife, Mary have been members of our church since 2002. 
 

August 7 – Bernice Martin 
Bernice is Board Chair at the First Universalist Church of Norway, Maine, UU.  She is also a divinity 
student at Bangor Theological Seminary in preparation for UU ministry.  She has helped to grow a small 
fellowship in Kansas into a strong, vibrant congregation, and has served in many capacities as a lay leader 
at the Norway church, including strong roles with social justice, religious education, worship, 
membership, and hospitality. She is co-leader of a drumming circle each Friday at the church, and is 
active in "Cakes", the feminist 'thealogy' group that seeks to reclaim the sense of the Goddess and the 
herstory of women in religion.  Bernice and her partner, Ann, make their home in Stoneham, Maine. 
 
August 14 – Grayling Cunningham 
Grayling Cunningham became a member of the auburn UU two years ago. Grayling is an artist, working 
with two local galleries,  a member of the planning committee of Art Walk Lewiston Auburn, a volunteer 
for Outright L/A, a hairstylist and creative director of Orbit Hairstyling by day and a lover of life and 
community. Grayling is also a worship associate and an at large member of the board of directors of the 
church. Grayling’s continued search for spiritual growth is what drives him to be a bigger part of the 
community. His love and respect for others is shown by his actions. 

 
August 21 – The Rev. Robert E. Wolf 
 
August 28 (Church Picnic at Tucker/Thorpe camp) - PJ Mears 
PJ is a former president of our Board, a member of the ministerial relations committee, and presently 
serving as vice president of the Church Board. PJ comments: The theme for worship will be about 

bicycles. If enough folks bring or ride their bikes I was hoping to do a blessing of the bikes. My "sermon" 

will be about what riding from Maine to Florida at 12 mph taught me about life... 

 

           SUNDAY, AUGUST 28 

SAVE  THE  DATE  FOR  WORSHIP AND THE  ANNUAL ALL-CHURCH PICNIC AT THE 
TUCKER/THORPE COTTAGE AND GROUNDS AT TRIPP LAKE, POLAND, ME.   

                                                WWoorrsshhiipp  wwiillll  bbee  aatt  1100  AAMM  ((rraaiinn  oorr  sshhiinnee))  
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From PresFrom PresFrom PresFrom President Anne Perron:ident Anne Perron:ident Anne Perron:ident Anne Perron:    
Dearest Congregation:  
This past week I had the most jarring experience. I was on my way to auburn on rt. 122. a black 
blazer coming in the other direction drifted into the lane in front of me, we were both traveling at 
least 50-55 mph. I swerved towards the side of the road and we slapped rear view mirrors, 
shattering mine to pieces.  
 
How very quickly our lives can change, our reality, our family. it was an incredible reminder to 
live each moment and cherish our lives. My cousin sent me a story...  
 
A friend of mine opened his wife's underwear drawer and picked up a silk paper wrapped 
package: 'This, - he said - isn't any ordinary package.' 
 
He unwrapped the box and stared at both the silk paper and the box. 
'She got this the first time we went to New York , 8 or 9 years ago. She has never put it on. She 
was saving it for a special occasion. 
 
Well, I guess this is it. 
 
He got near the bed and placed the gift box next to the other clothing he was taking to the 
funeral home.  His wife had just died. 
 
He turned to me and said: 'Never save something for a special occasion. 
Every day in your life is a special occasion'. I still think those words changed my life. 
 
Now I read more and clean less. 
I sit on the porch without worrying about anything.. 
I spend more time with my family, and less at work.. 
I understood that life should be a source of experience to be lived up to, not survived through. 
I no longer keep anything. 
I use crystal glasses every day... 
I'll wear new clothes to go to the supermarket, if I feel like it. 
I don't save my special perfume for special occasions, I use it whenever I want to. 
The words 'Someday....' and ' One Day...' are fading away from my dictionary. 
If it's worth seeing, listening or doing, I want to see, listen or do it now.... 
 
I don't know what my friend's wife would have done if she knew she wouldn't be there the next 
morning, this nobody can tell.. 
 
I think she might have called her relatives and closest friends. She might call old friends to make 
peace over past quarrels. I'd like to think she would go out for Chinese, her favorite food. 
 
It's these small things that I would regret not doing, if I knew my time had come.. 
 
Each day, each hour, each minute, is special. 
 
Live for today, for tomorrow is promised to no-one.   (Author unknown.)  
 

This summer has been beautiful!, with so much to do and enjoy! 
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A couple Sundays ago I filled in for someone (Carmen-my partner) as the coffee hour host. 
Although it was a quiet Sunday morning, it was such a great experience. I got to speak with all 
kinds of people I don't usually get to talk with. I even got to meet a new couple who have just 
moved up from the South. they seemed really nice and excited to find a UU church in the area. 
 
How special our group is. a place where we can gather and have fellowship and community, 
each being from different backgrounds, having different beliefs, all sorts of age ranges and from 
different places. It’s such an honor to be part of this church. 
I would recommend to anyone, but especially the newer people, to host a coffee hour. It really is 
a great chance to make some new friends. 
Yours in service, 

--Anne Perron  
 
 

HELP OUR FELLOW UUS 
A concert to benefit the restoration of the Brunswick UU Church  
 
Friday, July 15, 7:00pm in the Morrell Room at the Curtis Memorial Library, Pleasant and Middle Sts. 
Brunswick.  
No advance tickets. sidedoorcoffeehouse1@hotmail.com FMI  
Featuring:  
Pat Gardiner - The famous Harvey & Stella stories & other humor 
Broadband - Ronnie Katz & Kathy McGee's uptempo duo featuring tight harmonies 
Red Beans & Rice - wonderful blues tunes by Carter Ruff & Dave Hunt 
Jerry Blodgett - original Maine songs from the Midcoast 
Marie Dufresne - traditional folk songs from the British Isles, Maine, and the Maritimes 
Kendall Morse & wife Jacqui - widely known Maine humorist and entertainer  

    

    
June Board BriefsJune Board BriefsJune Board BriefsJune Board Briefs

Gratitude: Thank you to Steve Ness of Ness Oil for going above and beyond in our oil service. 
Thank you to the Worship Associates for guiding us through the transitions in Candles of Joy 
and Concern. Thank you to Bob Thorpe for continuously maintaining our grounds, in particular 
our electrical systems. And thank you to Mary Lou Hofmann and Ron Spofford for their work 
organizing our involvement in Bates Clean Sweep! 
 
Annual Meeting: Thank you to all who attended the annual meeting and submitted committee 
reports! Below you will find the accepted slate of candidates. Those entering new positions will 
begin July 1st. As you can see, there are a few positions still OPEN. Please be in contact with 
someone from the Board if you are interested in filling a position. The Board will work to fill 
open positions as they can. Also at the meeting, members voted to accept the proposed budget 
(which showed a deficit of about $7,600) as an interim budget and revisit it in September.  
 
Board Member Transition: The Board (continuing members, new members, and departing 
members) will attend a retreat in late July guided by P.J. Mears. Welcome to new Board 
members Linda Borth and Grayling Cunningham! To those Board members stepping off, thank 
you for your years of service. Peggy Cox, Anne Kinney, and Emily Wright-Timko have 
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completed their allowed terms in their Board positions, and P.J. Mears completed the time he 
agreed to serve as Vice-President when a vacancy emerged.  

 

Church Leadership (Accepted at June Annual Meeting 2011) (please refer to the annual 
meeting packet for terms and other details) 

 

Board of Directors 

President  Anne Perron 
Vice-President  OPEN 
Treasurer  Christine Babb 
Clerk   Linda Borth 
At Large #1  Grayling Cunningham 
At Large #2  Robin Smutny 
At Large #3  Charles Nero 
At Large #4  OPEN 
At Large #5  Carmen Brochu 
 

Other Elected Officers of the Church +ominating Committee  
Moderator Curt Webber   1 OPEN 
Historian Bill Eldridge   2 OPEN 
Financial Secretary OPEN   3 OPEN 
Collector Tom Wylie   4 OPEN 
Co-Collector Mary Kay Weisenberger 5 OPEN     
      

Endowment Committee  

Financial Secretary OPEN 
Greg Bianconi 
Ned Claxton 
 

Committees Chair/Co-Chairs   
Activities/Events  Dianne Chasse & Hope Tracy    
Adult RE   Peter Floyd & Greg Onnen    
Building and Grounds  Greg Bianconi & Bob Thorpe    
Caring Network  Mary Kay Weisenberger & Ginny Starbird   
Community Relations  Toby Haber-Giasson     
Denominational Affairs Anne Kinney     
Finance   Marc Ayotte     
Membership   Beth Ayotte     
Music    Hillary Schau     
Religious Exploration  Jeremiah Bartlett     
Social Justice   Toby Haber-Giasson & Sara Karam     
Welcoming Congregation Anne Kinney   
   

Delegates/alternates to UUA General Assembly (2012)  

#1 Anne Kinney    
#2 Toby Haber-Giasson    
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#3 OPEN     
#4 OPEN Alternate   
#5 OPEN Alternate   
 

Delegates/alternates to ++ED Annual Meeting (2012) 

#1 Anne Kinney 
#2 Toby Haber-Giasson 
#3 Bonnie Soper 
#4 Karen Lane (alternate) 
#5 Christine Babb (alternate)  

---Emily Wright-Timko , Clerk 
 

UU Auburn "Financial" Independence Day Celebration FundraiserUU Auburn "Financial" Independence Day Celebration FundraiserUU Auburn "Financial" Independence Day Celebration FundraiserUU Auburn "Financial" Independence Day Celebration Fundraiser    
Date:Date:Date:Date:        Saturday, July 30, 2011Saturday, July 30, 2011Saturday, July 30, 2011Saturday, July 30, 2011    
Time:Time:Time:Time:        12:00pm 12:00pm 12:00pm 12:00pm ----    5:00pm5:00pm5:00pm5:00pm    
Location:Location:Location:Location:        Cindy & Linda'sCindy & Linda'sCindy & Linda'sCindy & Linda's    
Street:Street:Street:Street:        344 N Auburn344 N Auburn344 N Auburn344 N Auburn    Rd, AuburnRd, AuburnRd, AuburnRd, Auburn    
    
Description Description Description Description     
Come join us for a Celebration Fund Raiser for UU Auburn Come join us for a Celebration Fund Raiser for UU Auburn Come join us for a Celebration Fund Raiser for UU Auburn Come join us for a Celebration Fund Raiser for UU Auburn ----    Hosted by ourHosted by ourHosted by ourHosted by our    
Finance Committee Finance Committee Finance Committee Finance Committee ----    All welcome for $10 donation per person/ $25 perAll welcome for $10 donation per person/ $25 perAll welcome for $10 donation per person/ $25 perAll welcome for $10 donation per person/ $25 per    
family.  We will provide BarBQ (burgers, dogs, chicken & sides dishes)family.  We will provide BarBQ (burgers, dogs, chicken & sides dishes)family.  We will provide BarBQ (burgers, dogs, chicken & sides dishes)family.  We will provide BarBQ (burgers, dogs, chicken & sides dishes)    
BYOB and lawn chaBYOB and lawn chaBYOB and lawn chaBYOB and lawn chairs irs irs irs ----    come and be welcomed to the back yard activitiescome and be welcomed to the back yard activitiescome and be welcomed to the back yard activitiescome and be welcomed to the back yard activities    
yard games, swimming pool and music!  yard games, swimming pool and music!  yard games, swimming pool and music!  yard games, swimming pool and music!      
            
All proceeds will go to the First Universalist Church of AuburnAll proceeds will go to the First Universalist Church of AuburnAll proceeds will go to the First Universalist Church of AuburnAll proceeds will go to the First Universalist Church of Auburn    
    

  

 From the Membership Committee. Reminder: The Membership Committee will be hosting 
the second OUR SAGES Planning Meeting on Thursday, July 14th, at 6:30 PM at the church 
office.          

COUNCIL of COMMITTEES (CofC) 
CofC offers a unique opportunity for dialogue and coordination between the many groups in 
church.  
Chairs (or designated committee members) attend these monthly forums. If you are curious, you 
are welcome to join us!  Our next meeting is July 10 at 11:30 in the Outright room. 
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At the Solstice 
 
Summer crosses the meridian 
in a clamor of color 
the rocketry display 
set off all at once with explosions 
of Rhododendron, 
Bridal wreath, 
Iris, Lupine, Roses, 
the whole whambamness 
challenging the senses. 
Can we hear color?  Do our ears 
discern the triumphant clash 
of silent sound? Don't ask, 
Listen.  The fireworks are over 
in a moment. 

---Pearl Tibbetts Sawyer 

Auburn UU Awards Rose Window Honor 
    This year, the church awarded its Rose Window honor to Mary Kay Weisenberger, whose 
efforts have made a significant impact on the health and vibrancy of the church.  This annual 
award cites members who have been outstanding models of Unitarian Universalist principles and 
recognizes their exceptional contributions to the faith community.  
  
Mary Kay served for two years as Vice President of the Board, and two more years as President.  
She has served on the Committee on Ministry for more than three years, helping to guide both 
our minister and our members with the challenges of staying in right relationship with one 
another when difficulties arise.  She is one of our Lay Pastoral Care providers who reaches out to 
members with sympathy, understanding, and assistance in times of special need. 
  

 Throughout her membership Mary Kay has 
demonstrated how to personify our liberal 
religious vision of truth, justice and love through 
her many deeds and her own life.  Several years 
ago Mary Kay and her life-partner, Claire, 
shared the joy and love of their relationship with 
their beloved church family through their 
wedding here in the sanctuary.  Modeling the 
hopes of our Welcoming Congregation role in 
our community, their celebration illustrated one 
of the ways in which we each can honor our 
multiple identities and help promote justice in 
our world. 
  
  
Mary Kay Weisenberger (L) and Board member Anne 
Kinney presenting the Rose Window award. 
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS 
If you change your email address, please share it with the office or Toby at 
baywest@roadrunner.com. 
Visit the church Facebook page for events and updates about church doings!  Also, church news 
is on the homepage of our website at www.auburnuu.org. 

 
Equality$.A Few More Steps 

Early summer has brought some gains and some disappointments for those of us 
working hard to secure equal rights for members of the LGBTQ community.   
 

The Good News:  The Maine House and Senate voted (with a strong bipartisan 
majority) to uphold protections in public accommodations in the state’s Human Rights 
Act.  Had these protections been repealed it would have opened the door to blatant 
discrimination against members of our transgender community.  This is a strong victory! 
 
This defeat of the proposed law (LD 1046), which would have removed those 
protections, was made possible by statewide coalitions of volunteers including the 
ongoing volunteerism of many Unitarian Universalists. 
 

The Disappointing News:  On the very last day of the 2011 legislative session the bill 
to prevent bullying in Maine schools was set aside and referred back to committee.  
Titled “An Act to Prohibit Bullying in Schools,” it would have established strong anti-
bullying protections for Maine students. Those of us connected to Outright youth, and all 
of us who care so deeply about them and other students, are especially aware of the 
tragic toll of bullying when schools are not safe places to be.   
 

The bill was sent back to the Education Committee and will be reviewed in the 2012 
session.  It had received earlier votes of support in both the House and Senate. 
 

Marriage in 2012?  Equality Maine and Gay and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders 
(GLAD) have announced an effort to win marriage equality through a statewide ballot 
initiative.  It will ask Maine voters to grant marriage rights to same-sex couples through 
a citizen initiative that would pose the following question: 
 

Do you favor a law allowing marriage licenses for same-sex couples that protects 

religious freedom by ensuring no religion or clergy be required to perform such a 

marriage in violation of their religious beliefs? 
 

Beyond our state borders, we are further buoyed by news that New York state 
lawmakers passed a Marriage Equality Act.  UU congregations there were prominent 
among sponsors of pro-equality faith rallies.  
 

In addition to our interfaith coalitions, equality work continues to be advanced by 
Equality Maine, the Maine Civil Liberties Union, GLSEN, and GLAD.  Our support of and 
alliances with these groups continue to be steps forward in advancing our commitment 
to Standing on the Side of Love. 

- ----    Anne KinneyAnne KinneyAnne KinneyAnne Kinney, for the Welcoming Congregation Committee 
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OPE. MIC 
The next Open Mic/Poetry Slam will be Friday, August 12, at 7:15.  For 
over 5 years, people make their way to our unique space, on the second 
Friday.  Our vestry offers good sound quality and a warm, friendly 
audience to share a passion for the spirituality of music and spoken 
word.  Join us at this free monthly celebration.  Refreshments and 
childrens' room available. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Deni Ballard, our church administrator, (left) who 

will soon be moving out of the area, was thanked and 

honored at a recent Sunday service for her 
outstanding service to the church. Presenting the 

Chalice rendering on behalf of the congregation, is 

Christine Babb. 
 

 

 

 

Social Justice 
Second Collection is taken on the first Sunday of the month, to benefit the following groups: 

   July: Center for Prevention of Hate*   August: Lots to Gardens 
 
 *Note: Center for Preventing Hate will be closing in 2012.  However, this will not  
  interfere with our scheduled collections for them in July and November '11. 
 
Microloan Update: Coastal Enterprises, Inc. (CEI) has sent us their new annual report.  
If you would like to see it, please call the church office.   
 
Ethical Eating- our NASAP farmers are ready every Sunday to sell their locally grown 
produce!  Look for them in our parking lot after service.  Also, you may have seen a 
short documentary about Hawa and Batula as part of the Lewiston-Auburn film festival- 
ask for their autographs, with your purchase!   
 
SJ will take the summer off.  Join them again in September. 
--- Social Justice Committee 
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UU Theater Summer ShowUU Theater Summer ShowUU Theater Summer ShowUU Theater Summer Show  

Please reserve Sunday, August 7 at 1pm for the one-show matinee of "The Bully Show." This award-
winning show by Brian Guehring challenges the audience to reconsider some of their assumptions about 
bullies and to realize some of the consequences of bullying.  
 
Our cast includes many young members and friends: Kate Audet, Emma Galipeau-Eldridge, Molly 
Gallagher, Harmoni Larrabee, Lilith Price-Wharff, Gabe Sears, Isaiah Stoner, Sawyer Templeton and Paige 
Webber. Toby Haber is the director.  
 
Please bring yourself, and your young family and friends. We hope you will support the efforts of this UU 
Theater fundraiser! Tickets $5.  
 

 
 

A Virtual View of 50 Years of UU’ism$.and Onward! 
 
As I write this at the end of June over 4000 Unitarian Universalists are attending the annual gathering of our 
congregations in Charlotte, N.C.   It’s General Assembly (G.A.) week – and the 50th Anniversary of the 
merger of the Unitarians and Universalists.  For the first time, there are about 40 of us participating from our 
homes as “trial” offsite delegates.  I am fortunate to be one of those 40!  My job is to connect to the 
convention every day, via my computer and a phone line.  I can speak during business sessions at the pro or 
con or procedural microphones, and I can vote. 
 

“Experimental” this is!  The first day I sit in my home office at my desktop computer watching streaming 
video on a G.A. website, with my phone in one hand.  My laptop is right here, too, connected to a voting 
screen where, for only about four seconds, a ballot is available to me when a vote is called.  At 1,000 miles 
away from the “action,” I’m also really here at G.A.! 
 

On days two and three I abandon the desktop, and sit with my laptop in my living room, with an armchair 
pulled up as close as possible to my telephone which is set on speaker.  Now - the phone I listen to is 
connected directly to the microphone at the podium in North Carolina.  But the streaming video I watch is 
delayed, so the two are not in synch!  It is hard to get my vote in during the appropriate four seconds – and I 
miss several votes.  Frustration!  After this I return to my desktop and laptop and speaker phone… and I 
work it out.  Regardless of the challenges, I am very excited to be part of this offsite adventure.   
 

So what is happening at General Assembly?  Opening ceremonies on Wednesday evening feature a stunning 
banner parade with a steady stream of glorious, colorful, and creative UU church banners.  And at the end, 
the large screens in convention hall reveal a huge photo of …..our Auburn UU banner (!), which I had sent 
in to be displayed with the banners of a few other offsite delegates.  It looks so beautiful - - and there our 
Rose Window glows on behalf of all of us. 
 

We vote to adopt a “Statement of Conscience” (in the works for three years) about Ethical Eating.  It calls 
for us to become aware of the ways that our food choices affect our health and the planet’s health.  
 
We review our impressive 50 years as a justice-seeking people….in a sometimes messy, sometimes flawed 
journey of opening our hearts and minds.  We UU’s have been outspoken leaders in advocating for peace, 
racial equality, civil rights, women’s equality, economic justice, lbgtq rights, environmental stewardship, and 
immigration reform, to name a few.   It’s really important to know that two of our ministers gave their lives 
in Selma.  And that it was our own UU Beacon Press which published The Pentagon Papers.   
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Our UUA President, Rev. Peter Morales, speaks to us during a workshop about three things he sees we need 
to do to grow into the future: 
 

• Get out of our comfort zones – What are we passionate about that we can work on together to move us 
forward as a religious community?  It needs to be both emotional and experiential. 

• Grow leaders – How do we identify, nurture, and empower the natural leaders already in our 
congregations?  We need to enable people to act upon their deepest convictions and highest ideals. 

• Break borders – Can we find structured, intentional ways to get out of our class and cultural limitations?  
We need to create worship and community partnerships to provide safe ways to be exposed to 
differences. 
 

The American Muslim whose Park51 Community Center project in lower Manhattan was vilified as the so-
called “Ground Zero Mosque” last year, is one of the featured speakers.  He is Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf, and 
he talks about the common ground between core Muslim values and core American values. 
 

To watch some of these spirited and inspirational presentations go to http://www.uua.org/ga/ and click on 
2011 Event Videos – lots will be available on that website.  As for me, I have several days to go yet – and so 
much more to share! 

- - Anne Kinney, Denominational Affairs Representative 
 

Celebrating Flower Communion 

 

 
 



   Auburn UU - July 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1
Outright L/A

Drop-in 6pm (R)

2

3
Worship at 10am in
the Sanctuary - Rev.

Jennifer Lenz. 
Second Collection-

Center for the
Prevention of Hate

4 5 6
Social
Justice
6:30pm 

7
6-9pm Men's

Group (R)

8
7pm OPEN MIC

  

Outright L/A
Drop-in 6pm (R)

9

10
Worship at 10am in

the Sabnctuary -
Kitsie Claxton  11:30

Council of
Committees

11
6:30 Board

Meeting

12 13 14
6-9pm Men's

Group (R) 6:30
<e,bership 6:30

"Our Sages"
planning

15
Outright L/A

Drop-in 6pm (R)

16

17
Worship at 10am in
the Sanctuary - Rev.
Elaine Pereshluha

18
5:15 Sabbattical

Committee 7-9pm
Guy2Guy (R)

19 20 21
6-9pm Men's

Group (R)

22
Outright L/A

Drop-in 6pm (R)

23

24
Worship at 10am in
the Sanctuary - Rev.

Mark Glovin

25
6:30 Board

Meeting

26 27 28
6-9pm Men's

Group (R)

29
Outright L/A

Drop-in 6pm (R)

30
1-7pm The

Dervish Society
belly dance

workshop (R)

31
Worship at 10am in
the Sanctuary - Rev.

Robert Wolf

Jul 2011

S M T W T F S

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

(R) indicates a rental event



Auburn UU - August  2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3
Social
Justice
6:30pm 

4
6-9pm Men's
Group (R)

5
Outright L/A

Drop-in 6pm (R)

6
1pm Holistic
Workshop (R)

7
Worship at 10am in
the Sanctuary -
Bernice Martin. 

Second
Collection-Lots To

Gardens

8
6:30 Board
Meeting

7-9pm
Co-Counseling

(R)

9 10 11
6-9pm Men's
Group (R)

12
7pm OPEN MIC

  

Outright L/A
Drop-in 6pm (R)

13

14
Worship at 10am in
the Sanctuary -

Grayling
Cunningham

15 16 17 18
6-9pm Men's
Group (R)

19
Outright L/A

Drop-in 6pm (R)

20

21
Worship at 10am in
the Sanctuary - Rev.

Robert Wolf

22
6:30 Board
Meeting

23 24 25
6-9pm Men's
Group (R)

26
Outright L/A

Drop-in 6pm (R)

27

28
10am-4pm Annual
Church Service and

Picnic at the
Tucker/Thorpe camp

- PJ Mears

29
5:15pm

Sabbattical
Committee

30 31 Aug 2011

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

(R) indicates a rental event


