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   The Open Door 
 

           Newsletter of The First Universalist Church 

  (Unitarian Universalist) Auburn, Maine 

159 Pleasant Street (side door) Auburn, ME 04210 

         (207) 783-0461 - uuauburn@myfairpoint.net 

                           Website: www.auburnuu.org 

               Sunday Worship and Religious Exploration at 10 AM 

 

               An official UUA Welcoming Congregation: 

                                                                                All Are Worthy,  All Are Welcome! 

 

We need not think alike to love alike- - Francis David                                  September, 2009 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Jodi’s Corner – Words from our Minister  

       And the world cannot be discovered by a journey of miles, 

       no matter how long, 

       but only by a spiritual journey, 

       a journey of one inch, 

       very arduous and humbling and joyful, 

       by which we arrive at the ground at our feet, 

       and learn to be at home.                                     -Wendell Berry 

       

   I imagine that, contrary to what Wendell Berry writes, many in our 

congregation would argue the world is discovered both through journeys 

of miles as well as spiritual journeys.  There has been traveling- and 

discovery, over these last months, no doubt! 

     

   But as we prepare to re-gather after a summer of wandering, 

Berry‟s words are a fine reminder that there is wisdom and powerful 

transformation to be found right here as well. The spiritual journey 

is a different type of voyage, to be sure.  It does not carry us far 

geographically, and neither is it necessarily confined to a few days 

or months or even years.   It costs no money, though we likely work 

very hard to pay for it.  But at the end of our journeying (should we 

ever reach that elusive and mysterious state) we may hope to discover 

such spiritual depth that the ground right at our feet, wherever that 

ground might be, is home. 

 

   May your journeys, both inner and outer, bring you to landscapes 

unknown, and may your days and nights be blessed. 

Jodi 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:uuauburn@Verizon.net


2 

 

Reminder:   We will celebrate our Ingathering/Water Communion/Opportunity Fair on September 13th.  

Please bring a small vial of water to represent your travels- whether geographic, spiritual, or both, to the 
service. Every year, during this traditional UU service, we gather this water to remind ourselves of the strength 
and power of community.  We then purify it and use it throughout the year for such rituals as child 
dedications. Afterward, learn about opportunities to share your talents and interests with church groups.    

Sermon Excerpt: 
Guided meditation, opening a celebration of Lughnasadh (Lammas) August 2d: 

 

See a blossom in your mind’s eye.  Allow it to fill the interior of 

your imagination. 

Greater perfection of form in nature cannot be imagined. 

With inward gaze absorb each wondrous fluted petal. 

Slide down its humid surface until you drop as the dew into its velvety core. 

Immerse your senses in this safe chamber. 

Rest in the fragile beauty that surrounds you. 

Slowly, reverse the journey. 

As you ascend the shaft toward wider light, turn your imagination 

around to see its many facets. 

See stored within this beauty the memory of all flowers. 

See that this creation, while utterly fragile- yet undaunted, boldly 

buds forth turning resolutely toward the sun. 

See yourself shimmer with expectation. 

You, too, exude your own illumination. 

What is its color?  Pulse?  Scent? 

Know in your deepest self that you, while vulnerable, still venture 

your life courageously toward hope and light. 

See that you are both fragile and rooted. 

                                                                                  -adapted from a meditation by Carolyn Owen-Towle 

 

Board Briefs, August, 2009 

Institutional Maintenance: The Board welcomed Charles Nero and Emily Wright-Timko as new board 

members. We reviewed nuances of the Communication Covenant and reviewed the board‟s purpose. We 

received an update on Canvass plans (headed by Paulette Brooks) which will inspire the giving of “time, talent, 

or treasure” starting with Fall circle suppers that will help us envision our goals. The Board expressed trust in 

the finance committee to decide how often and how much we can afford to pay our UUA/NNED dues. A list of 

our Mechanics Savings Bank accounts and their respective signers was presented. The UU Theater summer 

production "Once Upon A Pandora‟s Box" raised around $900!  

 

Gratitude: Thanks to Beth Ayotte for the table in the entryway and Jodi Albert for a donation to building and 

grounds. 

 

Action Items: We approved the display of a 30-foot banner celebrating communities of faith in support of 

Marriage Equality. The banner is on generous loan from a church in Quincy, MA. Look for more info about this 

banner in the newsletter, order of service, Facebook page, and other communications. 
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Jodi’s Topic: We have established healthy patterns and accomplished great goals as a church. We have all the 

pieces to transition to the next level in terms of depth and size; we need to weave them together with committed 

intention and purpose. How do we inspire more people toward a committed relationship with this community 

where increased involvement comes out of passion and joy instead of burden? The work of Alice Mann of the 

Alban Institute can help us with this transition. 

 

If you have any questions regarding the content of the report, please contact a board member. Please note that 

all Board Meetings are open to all, and are held on the third Monday of each month. Our next meeting will be 

September 21 at 6:30 p.m. 

-- Emily Wright-Timko , Clerk 

 

From the Treasurer’s Desk 

Leap of Faith 

In my last treasurer‟s column, I wrote about the generosity of this congregation through our Second Collection 

program.  This month, I want to talk about making and honoring commitments.  Each year, in early spring, we ask 

our church members and friends to make a financial commitment to our church for the upcoming (July 1 – June 30) 

fiscal year.  We ask that each person consider what this church provides, not just as a spiritual home for our 

community of seekers, but also for its presence in the larger community.  We hope that everyone who pledges (in 

whatever amount) gives because they value this organization and its mission, and cannot imagine their lives without 
it.   

Just as we ask our members and friends to make a commitment to supporting the church financially, we also make a 

commitment to the larger Unitarian Universalist denomination.  The Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) 

provides programs, services and resources that directly benefit and strengthen its member congregations and 

Unitarian Universalism as a whole.  Each congregation is asked to fund the UUA‟s Annual Program Fund 

(APF) through dues which are calculated based the number of members reported to the UUA each February.  

Churches that pay their total dues amount are recognized as Fair Share congregations.   

In recent years, however, we have had difficulty paying our dues.  Because our finances are very tight, and we have 

no cash reserves, our dues payments have often had to wait until the end of the church year so we could be sure we 

had enough money left over to pay them.  One year we did pay our total dues amount, but we were not recognized as 

a Fair Share congregation (which we have been for many years) because our check didn‟t arrive until after the May 

deadline. We were just barely able to pay the total amount we budgeted for UUA APF dues this past fiscal year 
(which was 50% of our Fair Share) - our check was sent out just a few days before the end of June.   

For the 2009-10 fiscal year, our congregation voted on a budget that once again included our entire Fair Share 

amount - $56 per member – for a total of $8,064. Starting in July (and facing what I expected would be a typically 

“lean” summer for pledge income), I took a leap of faith and wrote a check for $500 to the UUA APF.  While this 

amount is not equal to our total monthly dues obligation ($672), I think contributing some amount towards our dues 

on a regular basis is important.  If we ask our members “to pay what‟s right, not what‟s left,” then I think we have a 
similar duty with regard to our UUA dues.   

What do you think?  I welcome your input on this, or any other church financial matter.   

-- Christine Babb, Treasurer  
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***************************************************

News From Religious Exploration 
EARTH YEAR: RE celebrates the Interdependent Web! 

In celebration of our Seventh Principle, “Respect for the interdependent web of all existence,” RE will spend 

the coming church year (Sept. „09 – June ‟10) exploring topics of environmental stewardship and earth-centered 

spirituality. 

The different age groups in our RE program will be exploring these topics in different ways – through 

reflective, hands-on and service-oriented activities. 

Our program begins on Sunday, September 13 with the annual multigenerational Water Communion. The 

following week, on September 20, we‟ll gather in RE groups to reconnect with old friends, meet new ones, and 

to begin exploring our spiritual connections and commitments to our planet. 

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

If you are interested in participating in this exciting journey as a classroom leader or assistant, please contact 

me, or fill out a volunteer interest form, available on the RE Bulletin Board at the bottom of the stairs outside of 

the Sanctuary. 

 

2009-10 Registration 

It‟s that time again! We need updated registration information for all children who will be attending our Sunday 

morning program. Registration forms are available on the RE bulletin board. Electronic versions will be 

emailed to everyone on the RE email list shortly. If you don‟t receive one, drop me an email – contact 

information below! 

--- Clara Bolduc, Director of Religious Exploration (DREuuauburn@myfairpoint.net )                                          

 

***************************************************                                                      
 

                                            Building and Grounds 

Church members and friends entering our church through the original front doors on Pleasant Street will 

be welcomed this fall by a newly constructed Pleasant Street, complete with new granite curbstones, a 

newly paved sidewalk and a wider paved connection between the street and our granite steps, as well as a 

newly paved  opening for handicapped access from Pleasant Street to our side lobby entrance ï all 

compliments of the City of Auburnôs paving program.  

  

This work ties in nicely with the repair and cleaning this summer of the church masonry work on the left 

side of our double front doors. (Masonry work on the right side of the  front doors is not in as bad shape 

and can wait until a later date.)  

  

A big thank you to P J Mears for cutting down the dying cedar in front of our steeple just before the start 

of his 900 mile bicycle ride, and to Holly Cooney for adding outstanding per ennials on each side of our 

original Pleasant Street front doors. The gardens that she tends around the church have been beautiful 

this summer.  

 

In between all the rainy days this summer, Gerry Fox has cleaned and repainted all our outside handrails, 

the c anopy and doorway to our kitchen entrance , and the Hardi siding around the doors serving the 

church office and the second floor tenant.  

  

This emphasizes that all four sides of our church structure are very exposed and are an important part of 

the neighbo rhood. It requires lots of time and resources to maintain the church structure, and to 

constantly groom the grounds on all four sides as well.  

mailto:DREuuauburn@verizon.net
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We note  that  the parlor , with renovations completed  this spring , and dedicated to the memory of Arlene 

Sickowski , is being utilized on numerous occasions for a nice comfortable place for small group meetings.  

  

Other improvements this summer have taken place at our 159 Pleasant Street church office and tenant 

space. No te the tarpaper wall of the office entrance facing Pleasant Street has been resided, thanks to 

Greg Bianconi and Bob Thorpe, with panelized vinyl siding that might serve as a sample of how we can 

transform this building to its appropriate status in the nei ghborhood as funding becomes available.  

  

Also, Jodi has taken some of her vacation time to rejuvenate her office space and she is pleased with the 

improvements.  

  

Lastly, donôt be surprised to see the Dish Network microwave antenna setting on the ground under the 

maple tree next to our parking lot. This location is temporary, and now that P J has cut off a large branch, 

the dish will be mounted under the maple tree on a pole above the height of the snow bank. This is the 

only location our second floor ten ant could have the dish installed and get a signal by our church building 

to the satellite for TV reception.  

-- Bob Thorpe and Greg Bianconi 

 
 

 

 
                         COUNCIL OF COMMITTEES STARTING UP AGAIN  
Committee Chairs are invited to the Council of Committees meeting of the new church year on Wednesday, 

September 9, at 6:30pm 

 

 

                        

             An update on our newly forming Pastoral Visitors Team 

 
    We have been working very hard, and with great excitement, on the development of a new Pastoral Visitors 

Ministry.  Some of you will remember that I first mentioned this concept to you in this newsletter a few months 

back.  A quick review:  Over the last several years, I have come to realize that there was more opportunity for 

pastoral care and visiting in the congregation than I was able to address myself. So, this past spring, a leadership 

group consisting of the Board, Committee on Ministry, various members who have been involved in the caring 

network over the years, and myself, met with a district consultant and together came to the conclusion that we 

were ready as a congregation to expand the care we offered our members by: a) forming a new lay pastoral 

visitors team and b) strengthening and expanding our already existing Caring Network. 
 

   After months of visioning and planning, we have gathered a group of lay (or non- ordained) members who 

have expressed interest in visiting other members pastorally and who we believe have skills and 

gifts in this area.   The next step for them is engaging in a training process in early fall, offered by the district, to 

prepare them to care for you in the best way possible.  Remember, the care they will offer you will supplement- 

not replace- the care I offer you.  We recognize and honor the truth that some pastoral need is most 

appropriately met by the minister.  This larger group allows us to care for one another more expansively. 
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   At the same time, we have two new Caring Network Coordinators who have been hard at work imagining 

what type of practical assistance the network might provide.  To that end, they have enclosed a survey, which 

follows this piece, asking you to consider what services you might offer your fellow members and friends.    

   The Caring Network relies on church members- if many of you offer to help, we can exponentially increase 

the number of practical needs we are able to meet without overburdening anyone.   

 

 Participating in the network is a fantastic way to make a huge difference in the lives of those going 

through a time of hardship.  I hope you will consider volunteering your time and skills. 

     

   I am very excited about the way this process has unfolded.  We have had strong leadership, passionate 

planning, and have welcomed talented and enthusiastic lay leaders into this new form of ministry. 

It will be my joy to keep you updated as we move forward. 

--Jodi 
 

 

                                                Auburn UU ñCaring Networkò 

A Congregational Ministry  
 

We are in the process of defining the needs of our congregation, and looking at ways we can connect to care for 

and support each other.  To begin the process we‟re asking that everyone complete and return the attached 

survey to the church office (169 Pleasant St., Auburn, ME 04210) as soon as possible.  Just because you 

complete the survey doesn‟t mean that it‟s a concrete commitment.    Thank you!  Mary Kay Weisenberger & 

Ginny Starbird 

 

Things I would like to do/am able to do: 

_____ Provide meals during an illness or after a hospital stay 

_____ Provide rides to appointments on a regular basis (shopping, doctor appointments) 

_____Provide rides to church on a regular basis 

_____Send cards and notes during life events 

_____ “New baby” visits, perhaps with a meal or welcome basket of baby things 

_____ Delivery of sanctuary flowers to shut-ins at holiday times (i.e., after Christmas) 

_____ Delivery of cards/goodies 

_____ Phone chain check-in with church members at risk in storms etc. 

           ( Are you OK? Shoveled out?  Need groceries?  Have power?) 

_____ Provide diapers 

_____ Provide Hannaford gift cards 

_____ Make music CDs 

_____ Do errands during an illness or after a hospital stay (grocery shopping, pick up  

           prescriptions, assist in making medical appointments for follow–up) 

_____ Provide computer assistance (i.e., assist with set-up of email) 

_____ Regular visits to elderly or less mobile members (establish 1:1 relationship) 

_____ Telephone calls at time of crisis, follow-up and on death anniversaries 

_____ Social visits and/or friendly phone calls 

_____ Hospital visits 

_____ Nursing Home visits 

_____ Long term supportive relationships in chronic situations 

_____ Initiating a “prayer circle” or chain 

_____ Anyway that I can help, please ask me 
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Do you have a special gift or talent that you would like to share with others.  Tell us what you love to do………  

(sorting photos, organizing, gardening, story telling, scrabble, quilting, scrapbooking, kayaking……… 

 

 

Name(s):                                                  Tel:                                    Email: 

 

 

 

 
 

                                            Social Justice  Corner  
2nd Collections for local organizations are taken the first Sunday of each month: 

September  Androscoggin County Humane Society, October Advocates For Children, November AWAP, 

December  New Beginnings . If you wish to donate by check, please make it out directly to the beneficiary 

organization.  

 

T-shirts with the slogan "We need not think alike to love alike" available in adult and child sizes for $15.  Ask 

any Sunday after services.  Peace bumper stickers also available.  Also look for these items at the Opportunity 

Fair in September! 

 

New Social Justice meeting- After a summer hiatus, SJ will meet on the LAST WEDNESDAY  of each month, 

starting on Sept 30, at 6:30 pm. Please join us! 

 

Did you miss the screening of "Neighbor by Neighbor: Mobilizing an Invisible Community in Lewiston, 

Maine," by local filmmaker Craig Saddlemire?  This excellent documentary tells the story of an incredible 

group of people called "The Visible Community" and what they accomplished right in Lewiston.  Social Justice 

has bought a copy for the church collection.  Call Deni in the office (783-0461) to borrow it. 

--Social Justice Committee 

 

Marriage Equality For Maine  
 

Marriage Equality for our lgbtq community in Maine is at stake in a November 3
rd

 referendum.  Our state 

legislature passed the same sex marriage bill and Governor Baldacci signed the landmark legislation on May 6, 

2009.  But the victory was short-lived when opponents of gay marriage collected signatures to place a repeal 

question (modeled on California‟s Proposition 8) on a statewide ballot this fall.  Many of us are now working on 

the “Vote NO on 1/Protect Maine Equality” campaign to defeat this question.   

 

Auburn UU‟s Board of Directors this summer approved a request from Equality Maine for our church to 

provide space for a phone banking effort to contact voters about this issue.  (Taking a proactive stand on this 

question does not impact our status as a tax-exempt organization!)  To volunteer for a local phone bank, or 

otherwise assist, please contact Rev. Jodi Hayashida. 

 
Casting your NO vote early is easily accomplished by requesting an absentee ballot.  You can click here to go to the Maine 
Secretary of State's website to request your ballot. 

 Marriage is about supporting two people who make a lifelong commitment to each other.  

http://www.maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/AbsenteeBallot/index.pl
http://www.maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/AbsenteeBallot/index.pl
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 Marriage is about providing legal protections for parents and their children.  

 Marriage is about strong families and strong communities.  

Gay and lesbian families are an important part of our church and our broader community in Maine.  Rev. Jodi 

Hayashida models our congregation‟s support for same sex marriage as an active participant in the “Religious 

Coalition for the Freedom to Marry,ò and our church takes further pride in the fact that we are a “Welcoming 

Congregation” with a diverse membership after having undertaken a UU curriculum to heighten our awareness 

about gay issues.  

---Anne Kinney for The Welcoming Congregation Committee 

                                               

                                              PEDALING JUSTICE 
      Cheers to PJ Mears for his fundraising bicycle ride from Maine to Florida! He left Friday, 8/21 for stage 

one of his trip, ending in Richmond, Virginia. Andie Locke-Mears served as mobile pit-crew, driving behind 

with supplies. 

 

 

     PJ is riding to support the Good Shepherd Food Bank, a local non-

profit that takes excess product from major chain grocery stores that is 

still good, but needs to come out of inventory. So, all of this usable 

product doesn't head to the land-fill. GSFB will process/inspect it and 

then provide it to over 600 agencies throughout the state of Maine. With 

a 30% increase in demand this year alone, it's a good thing GS knows 

how to provide 44 meals for $10.  

 

     If you wish to donate, there are several ways to go about it: 

1)Make a check out to GSFB and mail to PJ. 100% of what he raises 

goes to GSFB. 

2)Make a check out to GSFB and mail to them (PO Box 1807 Auburn 

ME 04211). Please indicate it‟s for “PJ‟s Bike Ride.” 

3)Go to www.gsfb.org and donate on their secure site. 

If you do donate directly, please let PJ know so he can tally it, since there may be an opportunity to have the 

donations matched. 

 

     To follow his journey see his online journal (www.crazyguyonabike.com/doc/ME2FL) for photos and 

stories. There is a guestbook at the top of the page. It would be great to know you are reading along. Feel free to 

post a message. 

 

     The route is one mapped by Adventure Cycling Assoc. They have routes all over the country. 

(www.adventurecycling.org). PJ  crossed the Hudson River at Poughkeepsie, rode through the Delaware Water 

Gap, through Valley Forge, Amish country in PA, right by the Lincoln Memorial in DC, Mt. Vernon, etc. He 

won‟t be riding on the highways; it‟s all secondary or smaller roads. His itinerary is scheduled to average 72 

miles/day. Some days are in the 50‟s, a few are in the 80‟s. The total distance for this stage is approximately 

930 miles. The plan is to finish the ride to Sarasota, Florida, in December. 

 

Keep the wind at your back, PJ ! 

 

http://www.gsfb.org/
http://www.crazyguyonabike.com/doc/ME2FL
http://www.adventurecycling.org/
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                                          Denominational Events 

Northern New England District (NNED) Fall UU Calendar 

 

Sept. 26     Congregations as Caring Communities:  Training for Pastoral Caregiver Groups, Brunswick UU 

Church, 15 Pleasant Street (corner of Pleasant and Middle), Brunswick, 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Theological and 

spiritual underpinnings of pastoral care, and practical “how-tos,” including a focus on listening, presence, stress, 

boundaries, and self-care.  (We will send a team.) 

 

Oct. 3     Guide My Feet Leadership Track Meet:  Kennebunk UU Church, 114 Main St., Kennebunk, 9:30 a.m. 

– 3:45 p.m.  There will be workshops on Community Building, Educational Ministry, Social Justice, Spiritual 

Leadership, and Stewardship as well as a children‟s program and UU banner displays.  (Join our Board 

members in attending this one.) Early registration deadline is September 11 ($40) Final registration is Sept. 25. 

www.nned.uua.org or 603/228-8704 

 

  

Oct. 1     Application deadline  for Chalice Lighter Grant, Call 1:   District grants are available for UU church 

building projects, energy efficiency, accessibility, growth initiatives and similar needs.  Individual UU‟s pledge 

to donate $15 or more up to three times a year.  Cumulatively, this amounts to several thousand dollars for 

congregational recipients.  

 

Oct. 30-Nov. 1     Women and Religion Fall Retreat:  “Celebrating Samhain” (the time of year when the veil 

between the worlds is thinnest) at Rockcraft  Retreat Center on Sebago Lake (near Naples, Maine).  There will 

be workshops on Following Our Intuition, pumpkin carving, runes, tarot, and yoga; and events will include 

Sacred Circle Dancing and a „Day of the Dead‟ Worship Service.   Other traditional activities are a clothing 

swap, crafts, talent show, drumming, and water communion.  All are optional and there is always lots of 

chocolate!  Registration deadline is Oct. 9. 

 

For registration forms, costs, and possible scholarship information, please see Anne Kinney, 

or Rev. Jodi Hayashida, or check the hallway bulletin board for more information. 

-- Anne Kiney 

           

                                                    Open Mic to Mark 3 1/2 Years 
Join us Friday, September 11, as the Open Mic/Poetry Slam celebrates 3 1/2 years 

in existence! Share the spirituality of music in song, spoken word or dance. This 

free show starts at 7:15 on the 2nd Friday. 

 

This free event continues to draw people both new and familiar, who share the 

fellowship of music: 

-July Open Mic honored a "regular" who recently passed away. 80-year old Secord 

had become a regular at the show, sharing cowboy classics like "Cattle Call." Eager 

to share his passion for music with younger generations, he was often waiting in 

the parking lot for the vestry doors to be opened. We'll miss him! 

-August Open Mic recognized a "regular" who is moving away. We bid farewell to 

Chip Gustavson, stalwart audience member, as he heads west to British Columbia. 

 

Thanks to Esther Tucker  and Ron Spofford, for faithfully running the refreshments concession to benefit the 

Organ Fund. And a special thanks to Bonnie Soper, for helping on short notice! 
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                                                                Literacy Volunteers   
 Family Literacy Program: Literacy volunteers of Auburn Maine are looking for a family literacy child educator 

with a degree in early education or related field. The job is 12 hours a week. For more information call 333-

6600 ext. 1321 located at the Auburn Hall.                                                                  

 

 

 

 

                                                                     Social Networking 
Do you do Facebook?  Auburn UU has a page!  Anyone with an email address can join Facebook, minimum 

age is 13.  Go to www.facebook.com and create a login, consisting of your email address and a password.  You 

will receive an email to confirm joining.  Once you have established your “Home” page with basic profile 

information, you can search for the First UU page 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#/group.php?gid=58325298675, and Join the Group.  This will 

be saved and can be accessed via the Group icon located at the bottom of your Facebook home page.  You can 

control the email notifications you receive from Facebook thru the Settings hyperlink located at the top of the 

page on the right hand side, this is where you can also control your privacy settings in regards to how visible 

your profile is and whether it can be publicly searched. 

 

Have an event you want us to know about?  Submit info to any of the following people: Noreen Cremin 

at n1cremin@hotmail.com; Toby Haber-Giasson at baywest@myfairpoint.net; Charles Nero 

at cnero@bates.edu; or Julia Terry at juliaonplanet@gmail.com.  You can also send it to Deni in the UU office 

at  uuauburn@myfairpoint.net. 

 

       
     

  UU Theater's fundraiser  "Once Upon A Pandora¼s Box" a success! 
UU Theater raised $850 for the church with its summer production, thanks largely to so many church members 

who came out to support this show.   

 

The show featured UU members Tanya Blaisdell, Karen Lane, 

Patricia Phillips, Madeline Strange, Sawyer Templeton and Julia 

Terry.  Joining them were community members Justin Cedron, 

Ared Fiori, Jen Hodsdon, Soleil MacDonald, Conor Moreau, 

Keegan and Courtney Moreau, Jephthah Peters, Alicia Proux and 

Brooks Schandelmeier.  Behind the scenes, we thank Karen Lane 

directing, Toby Haber for producing,  Mina Matthews for set 

design, Pat Phillips and Julia Terry for make-up, Sarah 

Carbonneau for stage direction, and Missy and Chris Moreau for 

their unbounded generosity.  For snacks, thanks go to Carmen 

Brochu,  Peggy Cox, Mina Matthews, and Pam Price-Wharf. 

 

UU Theater is an ad-hoc church committee that raises money for the church while bringing our UU values out 

to the community. Bring your family, your neighbors and friends to our future events. 

 

http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#/group.php?gid=58325298675
mailto:n1cremin@hotmail.com
mailto:baywest@myfairpoint.net
mailto:cnero@bates.edu
mailto:juliaonplanet@gmail.com
mailto:uuauburn@myfairpoint.net
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                                     SUMMER FELLOWSHIP  
 

Sebago Lake Picnic 

On a beautiful Sunday, July 19, over 20 members of the church   gathered at Sebago State Park for a picnic.  

The event was a Service   Auction item offered by Alene Staley, Anne Kinney and Nancy "Tobi"  Tobin.  The 

water was wonderful, the food abundant, and fellowship was enjoyed by all.   

 

Some of the participants included:   Bob and Mary Wolf, Charles Nero,  Balthazar Fra-Molinero and Carlos,  

Bill and Lynn Eldridge.  Sean and  Leah Eldridge Gallipeau and family, Jenn and James Bourget and family   

(visiting from their new home in Ohio), Katarina Arvedson and family,  Charlotte Lehmann, Sarah Karam, 

Eileen Baditch, Bonnie Soper, Betsy  Easton, Anne Kinney, Nancy Tobin, and Alene Staley. 

 

Church Picnic at Tripp Lake 

 

Sixty members and friends attended this annual event. Rev. Jodi and DRE 

Clara Bolduc presented a lovely service under cover of the porch. 

Afterward, the clearing weather allowed attendees to enjoy the beach on 

the lake. 

 

"We love to do it and hope to continue for many more years," says hostess 

Esther Tucker. "My dad and mother started having these church picnics 

here probably in the early 1960s. Erland and I have been living here since 

1985 and have been taking care of the grounds. Bob and Cathy (Thorpe) 

always help with the set-up and provide their boats." 

 

If anyone wants to claim a pair of clear plastic sneakers, an aqua bath towel or a purple Tupperware plate, 

please call Deni at the office (783-0461). 

 

UUs at Theater at Monmouth 

Theater fans from church attended two shows, and the rain held off for tailgate picnics on both nights!  In July, 

Marion Emery, Claire Chesley and friend Judy enjoyed "Twelfth Night" with Ellen and Rick. In August, 16 

UUs enjoyed "A Little Hotel on the Side" (seriously, a church picnic and a sexy French farce? I love the UU 

church!).Kudos to Tor O'Brien who appeared as a porter and policeman! The group included Patty Weidler and 

Don Fogg, the Lindley's, Bill Leonard, Bob and Mary Wolf, Mary-At Lessard, Emily Wright Timko + 3 friends 

(collecting on the O'Brien's auction dinner), and Bob and Cathy Thorpe. Both nights were wonderful times to 

catch up with friends and enjoy local theater. 

 

 

 

The Deadline for the October Open Door will be Thursday, September 24 
 

 

 
 
 


