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Jodi’s Corner – 
Words from our 
Minister ­­ 

As the harvest continues to come in from Willow Pond Farm, the 
CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) where Michael and I 
have a share, I am preparing to "put up" some of the crop.  It 
won't be a completely new experience- for several years now I 
have made jam and applesauce enough to carry us through the 
winter.  But with some success now under my belt (two 
disconcertingly fuzzy jars of blueberry jam aside) I'm feeling 
brave enough to venture beyond jam into the world of tomatoes in 
their various forms.  I don't take the time to prepare this food for 
the winter months only, or even primarily, because of the obvious 
benefits- taste, nutrition, and cost.  I do it largely because, in the 
midst of the deep cold of our long Maine winters, those jewel 
toned jars remind me that the world isn't always frozen and my 
lips aren't always slightly blue.  They speak to me of warm air and 
long nights, toes in grass, heat profound enough to draw sweat 
from my brow.  They tell me of abundant life- that it did exist, 
that it will return.   

All of the preparation set me to thinking about our spiritual lives, 
and how they are similarly cycle in nature.  It's made me wonder- 
how do we "put up" the harvest of our spirits' times of 
abundance?  How do we store deep within ourselves those 
moments of clarity, of hope, of most intense joy?  It matters that 
we do this, I think- not so that we might cling desperately to the 
past, but rather to ensure that we have sustenance enough, even 
when the food the exterior world offers us is scarce, that we can 
move into the future.   

As to how it is done, much of that decision is personal, I suppose. 
Perhaps for some of us it's a journal in which we record our joy 
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or a poem that reflects it.  Perhaps we learn a song to play that expresses the hope that fills us or 
discover a prayer that touches us. It doesn’t really matter how we do it, to be honest, only that it is 
done. So, in this season of harvest, may you find your way to celebrating and gathering that which 
sustains you. 

And may your days and nights be blessed – Jodi 

!"#$%&'(")&*"+,-&
The newfound crispness in the early morning and evening air serves as a reminder that as the 

wheel continues to turn, fall is being gently ushered in- replete with brisk breezes, fresh apples, riotous 
colors, and of course, our ingathering/water communion service!  Please note that due to an early 
Labor Day, unlike most years this service will take place the first, not second, Sunday in September.  
Please bring water- whether from the distant places you have traveled or your own tap- to the service 
on Sept 7th, as we celebrate our reconnection! 

Please note that my office hours have changed slightly- they are now M-W 9:30-1 or by 
appointment.  

Reminder- our annual Opportunity Fair will immediately follow our ingathering service.  At the 
fair, our committees, task forces, and other church groups will have displays set up to offer you the 
opportunity to decide in what way you would like to engage in the life of the church outside of Sunday 
worship! 

After nearly 20 years of dedicated and wonderful service, Erland Tucker has decided to step 
down as head usher.  We are looking to slightly modify the role at this point in time and are looking for 
4 people willing to serve on a rotating basis as Usher, thereby reliving anyone of the  responsibility of 
being at church every Sunday. Other responsibilities include making coffee (though not serving it), 
passing out orders of service, ringing the bell, and most importantly- offering a friendly face and hand 
to all who come through our doors!  If you are interested, please speak with Jodi or Toby for a fuller 
explanation of responsibilities.  Thank you! 

&
 
From President Toby 
    At the start of the summer, I had the good fortune to attend the General Assembly in Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida. This is the annual convention of the Unitarian Universalist Association. I 
was an unlikely attendee; I usually focus my energy on the work of this church. However, the 
opportunity to "work" the convention as a journalist paid my way, and I took advantage.  
   Whoever chose such an oppressive setting for an uplifting gathering has quite a sense of 
humor- the heat and humidity must be acknowledged. But the discomfort was far outweighed 
by the company of fellow sojourners from our church, inspiring ceremonies, soaring music, 
and stimulating discussions. For five days, we explored what it means to be a UU, and what it 
can mean to the society we live in.  

   Diversity was rampant- evident in faces, voices, choices. The spirituality of music was 
soaring- imagine hearing the Seven Sources Cantata performed by the composer and the GA  
choir. Justice rang out as UUs delved into war and peace, the ethics of food, of shelter, and  
bore public witness together. Prophets foretold a future where all could live in peace and 
harmony with each other and with the earth. 
And it was magic. It must be magic if, in spite of so much injustice, corruption, poverty,  
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prejudice, failures in business, government, organized religion- of so many institutions that 
have fallen- 3,000 strangers could come together and proclaim their profound faith in the 
power of hope.  
   What an incredible experience. Talk about mindfulness- my task as a reporter led me to 
consider beyond what I saw and heard, to the intentions, the context, the effects. Next year, 
I'd like our members and friends to gather and watch some of the proceedings together. Until 
then, I encourage you to watch the streaming video, read about the sessions, and experience 
the inspiration of our faith.  
******************************** 
SEE GA ONLINE-- 
Opening ceremony (1030) includes the parade of banners (including ours) and the Six Sources 
cantata. 
Noteworthy: Saturday's Ware Lecture (4061) with Van Jones. Go down to Sunday (5003) for the 
service that includes Rev. Marlin Lavanhar's sermon about 35 minutes into the service. 
http://www.uua.org/events/generalassembly/2008/112314.shtml 
READ GA ONLINE- by day 
http://www.uua.org/events/generalassembly/2008/index.shtml 
--Toby Haber-Giasson 
 
Board Briefs:   

• Institutional Maintenance:   We welcomed new board members, Carmen Brochu and 
Robin Smutny.  We acknowledged the hiring of a new DRE – Clara Bolduc.    

• Living Abundantly:  The Financial Summit initially planned for July will be held the last 
week of August.   

• Action Items:  The board took action on the following items:  Approved transferring 
officially the signatory for our endowment funds from the treasurer to the endowment 
chair; Approved revisions to the building use agreement; Approved recommendations 
of the electronic newsletter ad hoc committee to provide our newsletter electronically 
to members and friends (one version for members with personal info (secure) and 
another version for interested parties visiting our website (no personal info, not 
secure); Approved a plan from the UU Theatre group to provide our space (stage) for 
rent to other theatre groups. 

• Updates:  The play “Looking for Normal” had a profit of $715.  The first newly 
resurrected drum circle, held on August 11th had 25 participants!  There is a group 
forming for discussion on Male to Female Transgender issues.  Contact Robin Smunty 
for further information. 
Jodi’s Topic:  We spent time viewing a presentation recorded from the UUA General 
Assembly, which provided information for our discussion and application within our 
board work and congregational focus.  If you would like to hear this for yourself, go to: 
http://www.uua.org/events/generalassembly/2008/112314.shtml  And find Sunday 
(5003) for the service that includes Rev. Lavanhar's sermon. 

If you have any questions regarding the content of the report, please contact a board 
member.  Please note that all Board Meetings are open to all, and are held on the third 
Monday of each month.  Our next meeting will be September 22nd  
 -- Cindy L Greathouse, Clerk 
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*************************************************** 

News From Religious Exploration 
  
From the DRE: 

With so much rain and so little beach weather this year it’s hard to believe that fall is 
nearly upon us.  But, indeed, it is, and with it comes the start of another year of the 
Religious Exploration program. 

I’m delighted to be coming on board as the new Director of Religious Exploration.  I 
look forward to meeting you all over the coming weeks, and to serving the ministry of this 
church for many years to come.  Please feel free to introduce yourself and to share your 
thoughts about what the Religious Exploration program means to you – and please bear with 
me as I learn so many new names and faces! 

I can be contacted by email at DREuuauburn@verizon.net or at the church office by 
phone at 783-0461.  My office hours for the fall will be Tuesday mornings, 8 to 11 a.m. or by 
appointment. 
A little bit about me: 

I’m a life-long UU from Northern Virginia, where most of my family still live.  My 
mother was introduced to the Unitarian church at an early age by her parents, who had 
stumbled across the faith in their search for a religion with which to arm their children 
against some proselytizing neighbors.  It stuck, and I grew up attending the RE program at 
the Unitarian Universalist Church of Arlington, Virginia. 

Two years ago I moved from Portland, where I’d lived for many years attending Allen 
Avenue UU.  There I busied myself with involvement in social justice programming, senior 
youth group, and lay-led worship.  I now live in Auburn with my husband Glen and our sons 
Simon and Nelson, who are 2 years and 6 months old, respectively.   

My educational background is primarily in art, and my work background is primarily in 
education.  I studied painting and photography in college, and have worked in special 
education and with children with special needs for many years.  Creativity and service to 
others have long stood as the foundation for my own spiritual practice, and I look forward to 
engaging these aspects of my life in my work as your DRE. 
--- Clara Bolduc, Director of Religious Exploration (DREuuauburn@verizon.net ) 
 
RE Committee: 
The first RE Committee meeting will be held on Sunday September 7, 2008 at 11:30 am - 
12:30 pm in the K-2 Classroom.  A second reminder email will be sent out to the committee 
members during the next week.  If you are a member of the committee, please make sure 
that Noreen Cremin has your email address. 
 ATTENTION PARENTS/GUARDIANS: 
RE CLASSES WILL START ON SUNDAY SEPT.  14  Registrations forms are needed for 
all children who will be participating.  New Registration Forms are available in the folder 
on the RE bulletin board for parents and guardians to complete.  We ask that we have on file 
a completed form for each child in your household, including infants (for birthday 
information).  Please see Clara, Noreen or Christine with any questions.  It is important  

(continued on page 5.) 
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that we have the correct birthday date and mailing information for Noreen to send birthday 
cards to children.  Please leave all COMPLETED forms in the marked folder on the RE bulletin 
board, mail to the office or hand in person to Clara or Noreen. 
Thank you,  
 --Noreen M. Cremin,  
  Christine Babb,  RE Committee Co-Chairs  
 

Donations needed: Children’s diapers of any and all sizes 
             
***************************************************  

September  Activities 
 

Leadership Retreat Sept.6 
Committee chairs and board members are invited to share their missions with the church 
leadership community on Sept. 6.  Chairs have a chance to update their committee's 
description to reflect current functions. Also, they can get a historical perspective on what 
their committees have been doing in the past, under previous leadership. 
The retreat will begin in the vestry at noon with a potluck (come early if you need to heat) till 
12:30, then presentations.   
 
See you Sept. 7--Water Communion and Opportunity Sunday 
Our traditional ingathering service on Sunday, Sept.7, is a wonderful time to reconnect with 
your church friends and find out where the winds have taken them this summer.  Following 
service, join us for coffee downstairs and find out what our committees are up to. 
 
Drum Circle with a bang 
We've seen an enthusiastic turnout for our Drum Circles on Mondays.  They are tentatively 
set for 2nd and 4th Mondays this month.  Nadine Loeb, our facilitator, loves the groovy vibe in 
our vestry.  Come see and hear what it's all about Sept. 8 and 22 this month, from 6:30-8:30. 
 The event is free, but we will accept goodwill donations. 
 
PEACEMAKING BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP 
The next meeting will be September 16 at 7pm.  Percy’s Bookstore in the Auburn Mall is 
ordering copies of these books, if you still want to join.  You only need to read one of the 
selected titles to participate: 
Let Your Life Speak by Parker Palmer  
The Four Agreements by Don Miguel 
Anger: Wisdom for Cooling the Flames by Thich Nhat Hahn  
  
 
Open Mic Now 2 1/2 Years Old 
Every 2nd Friday, Pleasant Note Coffeehouse has been presenting open Mic/Poetry Slam for 
the church community and beyond.  Every month, this free event attracts a solid following 
and always seems to shake new gems out of the area. 
Join us every second Friday at 7:30 and share as people express their spirituality through 
music, movement or spoken word. 
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The Membership Committee is looking for members. If you are excited about being a part of 
this wonderful church community and would like to pass on your excitement come join us. We 
will be meeting early in September to plan and get to know each other.     
---Mary Kay Weisenberger (Chair) 
 
 
 
 

 
Rebekah Benefit 

 
All of you who love to listen to Phil House play the piano will surely have an enjoyable time on 
Sunday afternoon, September 21, 2008, at 2 PM in our church vestry. He will entertain us for 
one hour. This will be a fund raiser to promote the work of Rebekah Oddfellowship sponsored 
by Liberty Rebekah Lodge #94 and Esther Tucker, a 58 year member of the lodge.  There will 
be an intermission when there will be an opportunity to purchase the new Maine Rebekah 
cookbook that has recipes chosen from the Rebekah cookbooks from 1894-2006 . As you 
arrive, and during intermission, the members of the lodge will have food and refreshments 
made from recipes in the cookbook for sale. A free will offering will be taken at the conclusion 
of the one hour concert. Please spread the word to all of your friends. It will be appreciated.   
--Esther Tucker 
 

                           
The Family Style Contradance with Bill Olson and Pam Weeks on August 24th in memory of Zambezi 
raised $128 for the Greater Androscoggin Humane Society. All who attended had a great time, 
including the Webber's extended family. This was a service auction item, and Charlotte Lehmann 
appreciates that Bill and Pam fit it into their very busy summer performance schedule. 
 

Outright Film Series 
 
  Outright/L.A., and the Auburn UU Welcoming Congregation Committee collaborated on a successful 
summer series of films for youth and adults with themes about the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender experience.   
   The movies attracted young people who attend the Friday night Outright drop-ins for youth at this 
church, as well as church members.  By popular demand the series will continue this fall. 
   The movies will be offered the fourth Friday of each month beginning at 6 p.m. in the Auburn UU 
vestry.  The next film will be screened on Sept. 26th.  The current plan is to show one film, which will 
be followed by a discussion of the theme and issues that surface with viewers.  There is no charge for 
admission, but a free-will offering is suggested.  Snacks will be available.  From October to April there 
will be a $35 charge by the church to cover heating costs, to which it is hoped participants will 
contribute. 
   --- Anne Kinney for The Welcoming Congregation Committee 
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Looking for Normal: Success! 
The first production by the newly formed UU Theater committee was a success!  The show 
attracted many members and curious community members.  Congratulations to Araminta 
Matthews, director, Charlotte Lehmann, Assistant Director, Pat Phillips, House Manager, and 
Toby Haber, Producer.  Thanks to all the people who helped, including: John, Chris and 
Paulette Brooks for tickets and refreshment sales, the Price-Wharfs for baked goods, and 
Deni for oh, so many things! 
Thanks to our community partners who have advertised in our Playbills over the last year of 
productions: Affordable Office Solutions, Agren Appliance, Beal's Cleaners, Cameron Tire, 
Dillingham Funeral home, Godin Auto, Madison Ave Salon, Mechanics Bank,  Nothing But 
the Blues, Orphan Annie's, Plantasia, Rainbow Credit, Reed Party Store, Rogers' Haircutters, 
Roy's , VIP Eyes, Yankee Boyz and Za Pizza.  And a very special thank you to members who 
have taken ads: Caroline Loupe, Claire Hebert, Andie Locke, and Pam Price-Wharf. 
 

 
Report from General Assembly 
 
   An early highlight at this year’s UUA General Assembly was the profound musical 
performance of the “Sources” cantata during the opening celebration ceremonies in Fort 
Lauderdale after our grand banner parade.  
    Our Seven UU Principals are familiar to most of us as an articulation of our values and 
how we covenant with one another.  But our Six Sources are not so well known.  These 
Sources depict the theological and spiritual diversity of our UU faith – our freedom from a 
single binding creed – which encourages us to seek our own spiritual truths and paths within 
community. 
   The “Sources” cantata is a breathtaking seven- movement work that presents our six UU 
sources using chorus, piano, string orchestra and percussion.  Composed and arranged by 
the Rev. Jason Shelton, with lyrics by the Rev. Kendyl Gibbons, it is a celebration of our 
Unitarian Universalist diversity and delineates the depth of our denomination’s identity.  
Each “movement” utilizes a different musical style to underscore the various parts that 
comprise our whole. 
   This truly wondrous performance was presented somewhat as follows….with the Source 
listed first, and then a hint of the cantata’s interpretation: 
 

1. Direct experience of that transcending mystery and wonder, affirmed in all 
cultures, which moves us to a renewal of the spirit and an openness to the forces 
which create and uphold life; 

 
First Movement:  “ In the Beginning” - - musically imagining the Big Bang with piano, 
percussion, and chorus.  What it might have been like to be present at the birth of our 
universe – music for hurtling through space with stardust! 
 

2. Words and deeds of prophetic women and men which challenge us to confront 
powers and structures of evil with justice, compassion, and the transforming 
power of love; 
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Second Movement “Transformation” - - rhythmic Latin jazz is used to explore a theme of 
liberation theology and social justice. 
 

3. Wisdom from the world's religions which inspires us in our ethical and spiritual 
life; 

 
Third Movement:  “All Lifted Hearts” –  more distinctly ‘church’ music with a meditation 
on the “golden rule” in eight religious traditions and a  refrain  of “Many windows, one 
light; Many waters, one sea; All lifted hearts are free.”  This piece ends with a whispered 
chant of “Peace” in ten languages, fading into silence.  
 

4. Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond to God's love by loving 
our neighbors as ourselves; 

 
Fourth Movement:  “On Wings of Praise” - - both Jewish and Christian traditions are 
honored using lively, powerful African-American gospel music, moving into a Hebrew 
blessing and then the Twenty-Third Psalm. 
 

5. Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the 
results of science, and warn us against idolatries of the mind and spirit. 

 
 
Fifth Movement:  “No Other World” - - using a soloist to underscore the sometime lonely 
voice of the doubter, with a Broadway-type ballad style, finally joined with a chorus of 
other seekers in community.   
 

6. Spiritual teachings of earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle 
of life and instruct us to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature. 

 
Sixth Movement:  “The Sacred Circle” - - this begins and ends with wind effects, and is 
built around a heartbeat rhythm.  It is in the “new age” tradition and includes a 
storyteller who leads the audience in sign language gestures, that conclude with the 
uplifting repetition of “joy.” 
 
The ending and Seventh Movement: “ The Promise” - - is the focus on what holds us 
together.  The composers settled on the high energy, fast-pace of a pop/ rap/ hip-hop 
summary of the Sources that culminates in a joyous and rousing celebration of pride and 
hope.  It brought us all to our feet!  
 
   Auburn UU members who attended, and were inspired and moved by this year’s General 
Assembly were Paulette Brooks, Toby Haber, Anne Kinney, Charlotte Lehmann, and the 
Rev. Jodi Hayashida.  Board President Toby proudly carried our Auburn UU banner in the 
colorful parade of some 1000 congregations. 
   G.A. is not only for those who could travel – check out www.uua.org/ga to view this 
presentation, various speakers, workshops and events, or to read coverage about them 
(including articles by our own Toby. 
-- Anne Kinney, Denominational Affairs Representative 
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Hide and Seek  
 
Oh God 
you are such a joker.  To what 
extremes will you go in toying 
with my unbelief----your closet 
must be crammed with disguises. 
I've looked for you everywhere, 
but you never reveal your face 
for sure, so I can only guess. 
Are you, perchance, the pretty 
woman who befriended me in the 
strange church where I was feeling 
alienated and friendless? Or maybe 
the black workman who stood on 
the curb ignoring me, the obnoxious 
honker behind me at the intersection? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Maybe you are the coffee-colored 
hunk at RiteAid or the dazzling 
cardinal at the backyard feeder. 
You could be the little white dog, 
barking outside the patio door to 
let you in or even sleek black Truman 
snoozing at my very feet.  In so many 
ways you catch me unawares.  It seems to 
me like waking from a jumbled dream 
into the half light of knowing in part 
only.  And the game goes on---- 
you hide, I seek.  And sometimes 
perhaps, the other way around. 
                                                               
--Pearl Tibbetts Sawyer 
 

                 NEWS ABOUT SMALL GROUP MINISTRY 
 
     On September 7th, when after the church service church committees and programs are 
represented down in the vestry, I’ll be there to talk to folks interested in finding out more 
about Small Group Ministry.  This is especially useful for newcomers.  Steer them my way! 
     And, some of you longer-time members who have not participated due to scheduling 
issues, may be freed up this year to participate.  We now have two groups going on Tuesday 
night, one on Wednesday, one on Thursday, and one after church on Sunday.  All our SGM 
meetings occur in the 2nd and 4th weeks of the month.  On the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month, we have a one hour open session for those of you who would simply enjoy attending, 
and those of you who’d like to experience what it was all about and perhaps join one of our 
regular groups. 
    Coming up soon in the groups are these various topics for discussion:  “Asking for Help,” 
“If You Could Invite 3 People to Your Group, Who Would They Be?,”  “Punishment,”  “Being 
Alone,” “Being With Others,”  “If You Were to Win the Lottery.”  So, in addition to sharing 
the happenings in your life and the lives of your friends, there are interesting, thought 
provoking, and soulful topics to be explored. Those after-church sessions will begin on 
September 21st. 
---Glenn Turner,  SGM Coordinator  
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Looking Ahead--- 
 
Greeters Needed 
We still need greeters to welcome the congregation and visitors. Please call Deni at the office at 783-
0461 to sign up. 
 
The Gingerbread Fair is comingÉ 
Saturday, November 22 is the date for our annual holiday Fair, one of our 2 most significant 
fundraisers. We are anxious to get started with the preparations and we are looking for everyone’s 
early involvement in the process. Initially we are looking for folks to chair/co-chair the various tables – 
crafts, gift basket, baked goods, pies, gingerbread treats, jewelry/accessories, books, white elephant, 
raffle/silent auction, wreaths, and luncheon. We will be having an organizational meeting in early  
September and would encourage your attendance. Watch for Gingerbread Fair news in future 
newsletters and Sunday orders of service to find out the specific ways you can be involved. We need 
your help to make this year’s Gingerbread Fair successful.  
---Mary Lou Hofmann , Chair     
 
WomenÕs Spirituality Group 
The Women’s’ Spiritual Group has been taking an unplanned break over the summer. Now fall is here 
and it is time to energize and draw our energies together to warm us through the winter. Look for more 
information soon about a celebration of Samhain at the end of October.  
---Mary Kay Weisenberger 
 

The October Open Door Deadline is Thursday, September 25 
 
 
 


