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           Newsletter of The First Universalist Church 
  (Unitarian Universalist) Auburn, Maine 
159 Pleasant Street (side door) Auburn, ME 04210 
         (207) 783-0461 - uuauburn@myfairpoint.net 
                           Website: www.auburnuu.org 

                                                            Sunday Worship and Religious Exploration at 10 AM 
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We need not think alike to love alike- - Francis David                                             OctoberOctoberOctoberOctober,,,,    2002002002009999 
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JJJJodi’s Corner odi’s Corner odi’s Corner odi’s Corner ––––    Words from our MinisterWords from our MinisterWords from our MinisterWords from our Minister     

Wayfarer, the only way 

is your footsteps, there is no other. 

Wayfarer, there is no way, 

you make the way by walking. 

 

   These words from Antonio Machado, from his poem proverbios y 
cantares XXIX, resonate in today’s world. We, on an international, 
national, and in many cases personal level have wandered into unknown 
territory: What does the word “enough” mean in a landscape that 
acknowledges limited resources? What does the word “community” mean 
in a society (and world) at once severely divided yet able, through access 
to information real time, to develop a far deeper understanding of each 
others hopes, fears, terrors, needs, dreams, religions than ever 
before? What does the word “equality” mean in this state that is 
striving to be the first in the country- the country!- to legalize 
equal marriage rights through the ballot box? Who are we-each of us, 
all of us- in the midst of this shifting landscape. 
 
   As we wander through this strange and wondrous territory, there 
are no paths laid out at our feet. There is no way, as Machado notes, 
other than our own footsteps. Journeys such as these can be 
terrifying and wearying, to be sure- but also energizing, 
transformative, and supremely hope-filled. It is true that the trail 
has not been marked and we may occasionally exhaust ourselves clearing 
the bush one foot at a time. But we also are free to make our own 
way, unlimited by those who have gone before, because, well, no one 
has gone before. 
 
   We are all, as Machado writes, “Wayfarers,” and we are all making this 
road by walking. May we honor the power of this journey, moving ahead 
with faith, hope, and, dare I say it, joy. 

And may your days and nights be blessed,  JodiJodiJodiJodi 



2 
 

                                       MARRIAGE  EQUALITY  I#TERFAITH  WORSHIP 

We will be hosting an interfaith worship service on the evening of October 18th in support of Marriage 

Equality. The service will be led by leaders from diverse religious traditions including Jewish, 

Methodist, Congregational, Episcopalian, Unitarian Universalist, and others. I hope you will consider 

attending. As we move forward in this work of justice seeking, it is good to be reminded of the many 

ways in which love is taught and honored, and of the many people, known and unknown, who are 

working with us, side by side.    JodiJodiJodiJodi 

 

    
Sermon Sermon Sermon Sermon ExcerExcerExcerExcerpt:pt:pt:pt:    
From "Religious Vocation" preached Sept. 6, 2009 
 
“…The notion that we are called to listen to the cry of the spirit which some of us call our own deepest 
selves to discern its truth can seem at first glance selfish, narcissistic, lazy- a refusal to engage 
with the true demands of faith. And it can be all of those things, to be honest. It can be selfish. It can be 
narcissistic. It can be the easy way out… if we’re not careful, if we aren’t attentive. 
    
   Truthfully, it’s one of the reasons we don’t travel this path alone and instead join together in community- 
to support one another but also to hold each other accountable, to nourish and to challenge. 
    
   Such a religious vocation as ours risks superficiality, but engaged with intentionality and purpose, it is 
incredibly vigorous and demanding- for the simple reason that it matters. We are called not to rest in a creed 
that holds no true meaning for us but rather to seek an authentic relationship with the holy; not to completely 
comprehend and label the mysterious sacred but rather to touch and be touched by it….” 

JodiJodiJodiJodi 
 

September September September September Board Board Board Board BriefsBriefsBriefsBriefs    
   Action Items-Working with the City of Auburn as the last step in displaying the new banner “People of 
Faith for Marriage Equality.”  Also, Jeremiah Bartlett visited the board to seek approval for use of the vestry 
for a public hearing on a passenger rail plan and its influence on the L-A community. 
 
   Institutional Maintenance-Membership Committee has created two helpful brochures for new members, 
one a general introduction to the church and the other an explanation of “responsibilities of membership.” 
We also discussed issues in our current policies for space-use by outside groups. We watched part of the film 
“Visioning the In-Between Church: Navigating Size Transitions in Congregations” as part of our continuing 
exploration of issues, questions, and strategies regarding our need and desire to grow in size as a church. We 
discussed attendance at the Oct. 3 district meeting focusing on leadership. 
 
    Gratitude-We thanked the Quincy, MA church for the use of their banner and the Somali Farmers Market. 

----- Emily Wright-Timko , Clerk 
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************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************    

News From Religious ExplorationNews From Religious ExplorationNews From Religious ExplorationNews From Religious Exploration    
“Earth Year” continues in October in RE 
During October, our youngest groups will continue to explore the ways in which we are connected with the 
Earth. We’ll be touching on spiritual ways of understanding our relationship with the Earth, as well as 
beginning our discussion of our own impact on the Earth. If you have an interest in sustainable living or 
Earth-based  spirituality and would like to be part of RE’s “Earth Year” program (by offering ideas or 
resources, volunteering, or speaking with any of our groups) please contact Clara. We welcome participation 
from everyone  in our church community, and believe that the more people get involved  in our program, the 
stronger it will be! 
 
RE Committee Meeting: October 4 after the service. Anyone interested in helping with the Halloween 
sleepover should be sure to attend this meeting! We’ll also be discussing the children’s choir, the Harvest 
Communion and the holiday pageant – so bring your brainstorming ideas, and join us for a fun meeting that 
won’t last more than an hour, I promise! 
 
All-Church Halloween Celebration and Sleepover: October 24-25. 
Our annual all-church sleepover will coincide with our Halloween celebration this year. We’ll begin the 
festivities at 4 p.m. on Saturday, October 24 with a costume parade (with prizes) pumpkin carving and 
painting (bring-your-own pumpkin, though we’ll have some available!) and games. We’ll have a potluck 
dinner around 6 p.m., followed by more games and activities, and the highlight of the evening  
– a “Mad Scientist Haunted Lab” created by the Senior Youth Group! We’ll have different sleeping areas for 
families and early bedtimes. And for night owls, we’ll have a movie or two! We’ll wrap it all up on  
Sunday, October 25 with a simple potluck breakfast of bagels, cream cheese, fruit, and anything else you 
want to bring! All are invited to attend! Sign up in the Vestry during coffee hour, and see Clara with any 
questions you may have. 
 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. Junior and senior youth (grades 5 and up) must have a 
permission form to attend without a guardian. See the RE bulletin board for details! 
 
I can be reached at DREuuAuburn@myfairpoint.net. My office hours are Tuesday mornings, 9 to 11 or by 
appointment. 

-- Clara Bolduc, Director of Religious Exploration                                             
    

************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************  

 
Membership Committee News, by Beth Ayotte 

 
I was born in this faith. Truly nothing has ever been more sacred to me than our earth-centered 
traditions which promote “the inherent worth and dignity of every person” and “respect for the 
interdependent web of all existence”. Even so, I wish to improve my response to the needs of 
newcomers and become more outward-oriented. That is why I will be attending the NNED Guide 
My Feet Leadership Track Meet on October 3rd. I hope my participation will help me be as open to 
the possibility of new relationships and ideas as all seekers who are coming through our doors. 
 

MORE GOOD NEWS: 
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The Membership Committee enthusiastically announces the publication of a brand new 
Membership in First Universalist Church brochure and a new Responsibilities of Membership 
pamphlet. Both resources   name the seven principles Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm, 
explain what it means to be a member, and outline the activities included in the life of this church. 
We hope these documents help newcomers find answers to some of their questions and affirm the 
importance of belonging to our faith community for all.  
 
On Sunday, October 4th, I will be holding a nametag-making session in the vestry.  
 
Check out the Auburn UU Members and Friends bulletin board where you will find the first NEW 
MEMBER PROFILE highlighting Christine Babb. 

Beth Ayotte, Membership Chair 

                                                     

                                                            Council of Committees 
CofC met to plan the Opportunity Fair and review the latest committee doings.  Look for committee 
members greeting you at the church door, in the near future!  
The next CofC meeting is October 14, the second Wednesday of the month, at 6:30 pm.  Chairs meet in the 

church office conference room.  See you there. 

 
                                                                                                                 
 

                                                                                                                                UU UU UU UU TheaterTheaterTheaterTheater 
By popular demand, UUT will stage an encore production of "Hidden: A Gender" in November.  The 
success of this show in June 2007, and requests from other congregations to continue it, have 
spurred this move.  Look for upcoming details about this show! 
 
Written by Kate Bornstein, long-time transgendered lesbian activist, the play features the stories 
of two real people dealing with gender identity.  The first, Herman (aka Kate), describes his life as a 
man before successfully transitioning to her life as a woman; the second describes the story of 
Herculine, a historical woman living in Victorian France who physically developed into a male, 
ostracizing her from unforgiving Victorian society and forcing her to reidentify her gender. 

 

                                                     Social Justice Corner 
Second Collections for local non-profit organizations are taken the first Sunday of each month: 
October, Advocates for Children; �ovember,  AWAP; December,  New Beginnings; January,  Androscoggin 
County Humane Society.  If you wish to donate by check, please make it out directly to the beneficiary 
organization.  
 
Ethical Eating- Fresh start Farms will sell produce on Sundays through mid-October.  Stop by after church and 
sample some of their savory items! 
 
A Voting reminder- Busy schedule? Consider filing an absentee ballot for the November election.  Request one 
at: http://www.maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/AbsenteeBallot/index.pl  
 
T-shirts with the Frances David slogan "We need not think alike to love alike" are available in adult and child 
sizes for $15.  Ask any SJ member after services Sunday.  Peace bumper stickers also available.  Also look for 
these items at the Gingerbread Fair in November! 
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New Social Justice meeting-  SJ will meet at a new time, on the LAST WED�ESDAY of each month, at 6:30 
pm.  We hope this fits better with your schedule.  Please join us October 28! 
 

Did you miss the screening of "Neighbor by Neighbor: Mobilizing an Invisible Community in 
Lewiston, Maine," by local filmmaker Craig Saddlemire?  This excellent documentary tells the 
story of an incredible group of people called "The Visible Community" and what they accomplished 
right in Lewiston.  SJ had bought a copy for the church collection.  Call Deni in the office to borrow it. 

--Social Justice Committee 
 

Bates Lectures 
The Multifaith Chaplaincy at Bates College is sponsoring a series of lectures on matters of current concern: 
Two Lecturers, Three Lectures, Three Dates 

 

The Divided Self: Money, God and �eighbor with PAUL SOLMA�, Economics Correspondent of The 

�ews Hour with Jim Lehrer. 

 
Lecture I - Spending Beyond Our Means And Are We Screwed If We Don't? 
Monday, October 5, 7 p.m., Chase Hall Lounge, 56 Campus Avenue. 
 
Lecture II - IS Money The Root Of All Evil? 
Wednesday, October 7, 7 p.m., Chase Hall Lounge, 56 Campus Avenue. 
 

Why Religion Matters in the Quest for Gay Civil Rights with THE RIGHT REVERE�D V. GE�E 

ROBI�SO�, The 9th Bishop of �ew Hampshire, Episcopal. 

Thursday, October 14, Noon, the Chapel, Bates Quad 
 
 
 

 

                                                            Social Networking 

Do you do Facebook?  Auburn UU has a page!  Anyone with an email address can join Facebook. The 
minimum age is 13.  Go to www.facebook.com and create a login, consisting of your email address and a 
password.  You will receive an email to confirm joining.  Once you have established your “Home” page with 
basic profile information, you can search for the First UU page 
http://www.facebook.com/home.php?ref=home#/group.php?gid=58325298675, and Join the Group.  This will 
be saved and can be accessed via the Group icon located at the bottom of your Facebook home page.  You can 
control the email notifications you receive from Facebook thru the Settings hyperlink located at the top of the 
page on the right hand side, this is where you can also control your privacy settings in regards to how visible 
your profile is and whether it can be publicly searched. 
 
Have an event you want us to know about?  Submit info to any of the following people: Noreen Cremin 
at n1cremin@hotmail.com; Toby Haber-Giasson at baywest@myfairpoint.net; Charles Nero 
at cnero@bates.edu; or Julia Terry at juliaonplanet@gmail.com.  You can also send it to Deni in the UU office 
at  uuauburn@myfairpoint.net. 
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                         Open Mic Passes 3 1/2 Year Mark 
Join us Friday, October 9, at the next Open Mic/Poetry Slam!  Share the spirituality of 
music, spoken word or dance.  This free show starts at 7:15 on the 2nd Friday- and 
we've never missed a month. 
 
Haven't you come down yet to experience it?  This free event continues to draw people 
both new and familiar, who all share the fellowship of music.  Bring yourself and a 
friend or neighbor! 
 
Thanks to Esther Tucker and Ron Spofford for faithfully running the refreshments 
concession to benefit the Organ Fund.  And a special thanks to Pearl Sawyer for 
donating her poetry collections for sale. 

 

 
LOOKING AHEAD… 
 
 
 

        Come Sing With US!Come Sing With US!Come Sing With US!Come Sing With US!    
DOW�EASTERS CHORUS 

Guest Night in the Vestry 
Monday, November 9th at 7:00 PM 

 
 On November 9th,  our practice venue will shift from Yarmouth  to The First Universalist Church in Auburn 
where the Downeasters will meet at 7 PM in the Vestry.     We invite male voices of all ages to join us for this 
special guest night.   The Downeasters Chorus and Quartets will perform for your enjoyment, but there will be 
plenty of opportunity for you to sing, too.    
 
This is an opportunity to learn about the barbershop style of a cappella singing through participation.   What a 
great way to discover the enjoyment found in our hobby!       

 

Barbershop harmony is music. 
It's music in a very pure form created with nothing but human voices coming together to create a rich and 
satisfying texture that is pleasing to the ears and invigorating to the soul. Whether you're an experienced 
musician or a brand new musician, barbershop levels the playing field and allows you to find your voice and be 
a part of creating something that is greater than the sum of its parts. 
 

Barbershop harmony is fraternity. 
Men from all over the world and from all walks of life and all ages can come together and share in this truly 
American art form and find common ground through self expression in song. The friendships forged through 
barbershop harmony bridge gaps that no other hobby is capable of doing, and for many devotees, barbershop is 
far more than a hobby. It's a passion. 
 
We look forward to seeing many new faces on Monday, November 9th.   For more information, contact Al 
Sargent at financial.advisor@myfairpoint.net  
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             The Gingerbread Fair is Coming!!! 
The Gingerbread Fair will be held this year on Saturday, November 21 from  
8:30 am - 2:00 pm in the Vestry. This is a significant event because it is  
one of our two major fundraisers and also a wonderful community-building  
opportunity for everyone. We need everyone's help to make this year's fair  
a success. Included in this newsletter is a listing of the various tables  
included in the fair so you can understand the scope of what we offer and  
the type of assistance we need. Please review this list carefully to  
determine how you would like to be involved. We are looking for  
chairs/co-chairs for the various tables as well as folks to help in a  
variety of ways both before and on the day of the fair. We will be having  
an initial organization meeting within the next two weeks and anyone is  
welcome to come and share your ideas and thoughts on how we can make this  
year's fair the best ever. Watch the weekly orders of service for updates  
on what is happening and ways you can help. We need your time, talents, and  
creativity!! 

Mary Lou Hofmann, Chair  777-1833  
 

    
GINGERBREAD FAIR - 2009 

Below are listed some needs of the various tables/activities at the Gingerbread Fair and ways 
you can help.  Sign up on the poster in the Vestry or contact the committee chair listed below.  
Donations of cash are requested to help reduce expenses. Each table/activity needs people to 
work the day of the Fair. Assistance is also need with set up on Friday and take down on 
Saturday. 
  

Crafts Table: attend some of the craft making sessions or make and donate your own 
(ornaments, holiday decorations, hand knitted/crocheted/sewn items, baby items, pet items, 
jewelry), clip newspaper coupons for discounted supplies for Craft Mania, WC Moore, Michaels, 
etc. and donate to committee.  Need Co-Chairs 
 
Gift Basket Table: assemble items for a complete “theme” basket or donate baskets/other 
decorative containers as well as items to put in them. All items should be new, attractively 
packaged and/or colorful so baskets, which are wrapped in cellophane and tied with ribbon, will 
look “classy”.  You do NOT need to wrap your basket.  Bring your items to church as soon as you 
have them.   Need Chair/Co-Chairs 
 
Gingerbread Treats: Help bake, decorate, package gingerbread treats. Need Chair 
 
Raffle/Silent Auction table: Donate or help solicit donations of smaller items i.e. movie tickets, 
gas, car wash coupons for the raffle table, and higher priced items i.e.  L.L. Bean Gift 
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Certificate, hand made/crafted items (quilt, stained glass mirror, wooden birdhouse, framed 
photography, have sold well in past), quality children’s toys, collectibles for the silent auction . 
Items should be new.  Volunteer to sell raffle tickets for grand prize ($250 Shaw’s Gift 
Certificate) to family/friends/co-workers.  Need Chair/Co-Chairs 
 
Wreath Table: Help decorate wreaths after the Fair from orders taken at the Fair. Donate 
new decorations i.e. pinecones (small/medium work best), ribbon etc. or recycle decorations you 
saved from last year’s wreath: Mary Kay Weisenberger and Clair Hebert  
 
Baked Goods Tables: Contribute your favorite home-made cookies, bars, cakes, candy, fudge, 
coffee cakes, bread. Attractive/festive packaging increases appeal and sales.  Chair: Peggy Cox   
 
Pie Table: Make and donate a homebaked pie in a tin you don’t need returned. Apple 
(particularly), pumpkin, mince sell well. Since pies are displayed without refrigeration, we avoid 
cream pies.  Need Chair 
 
Book Table: Donate your fairly new or used books. Paperbacks from current authors and 
cookbooks sell very well. Please no Reader's Digest Condensed books or textbooks as they do 
not sell! Chair: Bob Wolf  
 
White Elephant Table: Donate your household items, games, costume jewelry, toys, one-of-kind 
items, sports equipment, electronic equipment, etc.  Please, please, all items must be in good 
condition, clean, be in working order, and have all of their parts. No electronics – they do not 
sell well.  Need Co-Chairs and helpers 
 
Jewelry & Accessory Table: Donate your interesting but unwanted jewelry that is in good 
condition, as well as gently used accessories such as belts, scarves, gloves (think long opera 
gloves), evening bags (how about the one you carried your lipstick in to your prom in the 50’s, 
60’s). We also need boxes for various types of jewelry for elegant packaging. Nina Lindley  
 
Luncheon: Volunteer to make soup, gingerbread before the Fair or work in the kitchen the day 
of the fair. Cash donations are especially helpful here to help reduce costs and increase profits.  
Need Chair/Co-Chairs 
 
Consignment: Tables are available for vendors from church or community. Chair: Mary Lou 
Hofmann 777-1833 
    
                                                                                                                                                     
 
 


