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Jodi’s Corner - Words from our Minister -

As I'm sure is true of many of you, I have had more conversations
than I can count about what we are facing in these strange and
troubled times. While these conversations have ranged far and
wide, one stressor that has presented itself in nearly all of them is
the uncertainty factor- the sense that things could change at any
minute in unexpected ways. Many have shared with me that they
experience this sensation of instability not only when reflecting
on the national and international scene, but also when considering
their own personal lives.

Times of flux can be scary, downright terrifying in fact-
especially if we tend to derive our confidence from a sense of
control. There is an undeniable feeling of strength that comes
from seeing a path clearly laid out at our feet. It's wonderful to be
able to relax into a pre-set pattern, fully expecting that it will
fulfill itself in time. When that path suddenly disappears into the
underbrush, or the kaleidoscope spins and one pattern suddenly
becomes another, the disorientation can feel overwhelming.

In times such as these, it serves us well to practice hope.
According to Bruce Marshall, “Hope is...an attitude that looks for
possibility in whatever life deals us. Hope does not anticipate a
particular outcome, but keeps before us the possibility that
something useful will come from this." Rather than relying upon
the success of a "plan," hope finds its strength in the opposite- the
endless possibilities, also unimagined and unexpected, that
present themselves when the status quo falls.

In this time of uncertainty, may hope fill our days and guide our
steps.

And may your days and nights be blessed - Jodi



Darned job- if I didn't have a day job, it would be so much easier to devote time to church (I also
have some night jobs that get in the way). Still, I struggle on with it, walking through my career so I
can focus on what I really love-- supporting this church.

It has been so rewarding to see the leaders gather at a retreat in early September. Board members
and committee chairs sat together, shared an outrageous potluck, and coalesced. We all share a
special story with Auburn UU, though the details are different. We all want to devote time and energy
to see it grow and prosper. We all want the next person to discover it, as we did, idealistic in
principle yet pragmatic in deed; openly welcoming yet sheltering and nurturing; grounded in the past,
yet flexible to meet future needs.

The next day, the whole congregation shared the water communion and, after that, shared coffee and
information about the constellation of groups that keep us vibrant and active UUs.

Please help us continue the work of the church. Be a member of a committee, take on a
responsibility- short or long term. When you give to the church, you get back so much more! We are
looking for:

- ushers, coffee hosts and greeters

-a new clerk for the Board

-committee members for membership

-snacks to sell at Open Mics and other events

Also, Trinity Jubilee Center, a special friend of our church, is looking for Saturday servers (11-noon).

Minister to the church community by supporting church events and activities! Volunteer to help on
an event that's of interest to you!

Call the office at 783-0461 and connect! And thanks!

In service.

--Toby Haber-Giasson

Board Briefs:

* Institutional Maintenance: We debriefed about the recent leadership retreat, held for
committee chairs and board members. Leaders would like to see the Council of
Committees start meeting again. There are some suggested additions to the
communication covenant. Be respectful, clarify the issue, and when communicating
by email, follow the same covenant. We are looking for a new Clerk for the board, as
Cindy would like to resign in order to focus time and energy on the Finance
Committee.

* Living Abundantly: The Financial Summit, held at the end of August, went well, and
we identified several areas for improvement. Additional work is required to complete
documentation of procedures and implement improvements.

* Action Items: The board took action on the following items: Decided to set a guideline
for board meetings that fall on a holiday, our alternative date will be the 4" Monday of
the month, rather than the 3" Monday. We discussed the need to fix the computer
issues in the church office, and approved expenditures up to $500 for repairs to the
network server and internet and network connections. Discussed and decided not to
distribute the church directory electronically.

If you have any questions regarding the content of the report, please contact a board
member. Please note that all Board Meetings are open to all, and are held on the third
Monday of each month. Our next meeting will be October 20"



-- Cindy L Greathouse, Clerk
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News From Religious Exploration

Congratulations to our Youth! The JYG and SYG participated in the annual Walkathon for the
Cancer Community Center on Sunday, September 21. We missed them at church, but it was worth it
for this important cause. Special thanks to Chris Brooks for setting up the online fundraising page!
(See article below.)

On the first Sunday of each month, members of the RE program will be serving as greeters and
coffee hosts. This is just one way that our children practice giving to the congregation. Be sure to ask
our young people about their RE classes when you see them!

Volunteer Opportunities:

Classes are well underway, but volunteers are still needed! Every week, we need eight leaders to keep
things rolling — that’s one teacher and one assistant in each of our four rooms. We are blessed with a
strong team of committed RE teachers this year, which means the job of the assistant is easier than
ever! No experience necessary, just a love of children and a desire to help out. For more details, see
the RE bulletin board at the bottom of the stairs outside the Sanctuary or contact DRE Clara Bolduc at
DREuuauburn@yverizon.net.

RE Committee:
The next RE Committee meeting will be held after the service on October 5 from 11:30 to 12:30 in the
1-3 classroom off the Vestry.

Donations Needed:

We’re still in need of some bins in good condition to help organize the RE supplies — anything from
the size of a shoe box to the size of a boot box. If you're purchasing new, we love clear, stackable bins
with tops (Stearilite makes some nice, inexpensive ones.) Donations can be left in the office or given
to the DRE or any RE leader. Thanks so much to everyone who has already donated!

--- Clara Bolduc; Director of Religious Exploration (DREuuauburn@verizon.net )

(Office hours: Tuesday, 8 to 11 A.M. and by appointment.)
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RAFFLE WINNER
Congratulations to Debra Sisson-Bianconi! She won the raffle for the gift basket. The basket was
loaded with luxurious items supplied by Charlene LeClair - LeClairDesigns@aol.com
Thanks to her for donating the basket, and thanks to all who bought raffle tickets, to support the
church.

§ Building and Grounds Report g
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Tuesday, September 23, was the day for the annual inspection of our fire
detection and alarm system, including certain tests on the inter-connection of

¢ elevator controls to the fire alarm system.

At the same time, five low-temperature detectors were installed as recently
approved by the Board. These detectors will notify the security company who will
call a church representative to report that the temperature in the area is at or
below 45 degrees. The detectors have been installed in critical areas of the

¢ church that might be subject to early freezing upon loss of power or defective
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heating equipment.
This is especially important this year as we set both the “unoccupied” and the
“occupied” temperature lower this upcoming winter than previous years to

¢ economize on fuel costs, which we expect will be double last year’s cost.

--- Bob Thovpe
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HOUSE/ROWE ORGAN FUND CONCERT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26.

Our UU treasures, Phil House and Dave Rowe, will play a benefit concert on Oct. 26. The proceeds
will help maintain the historic Hook and Hastings pipe organ.

Faucher Organ Company of Biddeford, who performed a major overhaul in 2003, will be replacing the
leather bellows in the coming months. The organ fund will cover the majority of the work, and the
concert proceeds should close the gap on the expense.

Tickets for the 2pm show are $12 adults/$10 seniors and students. Please bring your friends and family
for this wonderful event.

Community Conversations Around Food from Lots to Gardens

Have you seen a recent television add praising the virtues of "natural" high fructose corn syrup? Want
to know what's up?

Come to the first in a series of potlucks exploring local and industrial food systems Wednesday,
October 8th at 6:30 pm in Bardwell 111 (the environmental studies building) at Bates College. Our
first topic will be corn. Please R.S.V.P. to receive some more information and your first food mission
to agarfink@bates.edu by Wednesday, October 1st.




DRUM CIRCLE
The Drum Circle has been attracting the curious and the seasoned. Make a promise to yourself to come
down on the 2nd and 4th Mondays, October 13 and 27, from 6:30-8:30. Facilitator Nadine Loeb will
help you find the spirituality of the drum and the magic of the rhythms shared in the circle. The circle
is free, but donations will be taken to pay for heating the space. Adults only, please.

Summer's End

Today my daughter goldenly over a

kissed me goodbye standing-still lake, the

and flew to California, intimate camaraderie of
leaving in her wake old familial chatter,

a churned up bed and the inside jokes?

memories already in How vain, this attempt to
flight against the grasp and hold the elusive
headwinds of a new promise of summer.
season's challenge. Today, after she left,

Was it only yesterday, I watched the wild geese

the coy illusion of as they flew in vee-formation
permanence, the past my window, moving on
motionless sun hanging into tomorrow.

--Pearl Tibbetty Sawyer

UU Youth Group Walks for Cancer
Members of our Junior and Senior Youth Groups joined over 500 people who came out to support
the Cancer Community Center at the 3rd Annual Hit the Trails event. Sabine Bartlett, Chris and
Emily Brooks joined the Rowe family team of Kimberly, Dave, McKenzie, and Kieran.
Chris Brooks spearheaded the fundraising for the youth groups. They walked 5K to support the
Cancer Community Center of South Portland. Combined, they raised almost $400. Thanks,
everyone! We are so proud of youth taking community action!

NEWS ABOUT SMALL GROUP MINISTRY

QUESTION: WHY DO MOST OF OUR CHURCHES (TWO-THIRDS) STAY UNDER 150
MEMBERS, AND 83% UNDER 2507

This was a question | posed in the first paper | wrote on Small Group Ministry.

“From what | have observed (20 years as a UU parish minister, and 18 years as a UUA District
Field Staff Person), churches grow when most of the visitors and new folk are integrated into one
of the groups in the congregation. If there are no or few groups other than committees, the choir,
and a few programs, it's hard to make friends. Roy Oswald, from the Alban Institute, says that you
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have to make 6 friends in the first 6 months or you won’t stay in a church. Seven out of nine
people who come in the front door to worship end up leaving. The reverse is true with people who
come into the church through small groups. There they meet and bond with others. There they
are known and welcomed. There they are called by name. THEY TEND TO STAY.”

If you want to grow our congregation, the single most important thing you can do is to greet new
people and steer them toward participation in our Small Group Ministry Program. Suggest they
talk to our minister, Jodi Hayashida, or to me about small groups. Consider joining a small group
yourself and being there for others as well as for your own spiritual growth!

--Glenn Turner, SGM Coordinator

Finance Committee Report
Excerpts from the Financial Summit in August:

All money goes to the collectors with clear and accurate documentation of where/who it is from. There are 4
primary designations:

a. Pledge
b. Non-Pledge donating unit (i.e. someone who pays consistently but does not pledge)

c. Restricted Donation

d. Gift.
In order for us to accomplish appropriate collection of money, we need help from those giving. Please make
sure to designate specifically what the money is for when writing checks, and place cash in an envelope and
write on the outside, what your wishes are for the donation.

Collectors Report

Accounts Receivable Jul 2008 August 2008
07-08 Pledge Donations $ 1,163.00 $ 1,117.00
08-09 Pledge Donations* $ 7,920.70 $ 9,595.70
Building Use $ 665.00 $ 655.00
Coffee Hour $ 7.00 $ -
Gift $ 215.00 $ 746.36
Loose Collection $ 357.64 $ 220.88
Miscellaneous $ - $ -
Qil Fuel Bill Donations $ 20.00 $ 140.00
Rent $ 1,000.00 $ 500.00
Total $11,348.34 $12,974.94

--Cindy Greathouse

Miscellaneous Items---

COME TO THE UU NEW ENGLAND FALL CONFERENCE Oct 17-18 in Worcester

Massachusetts. It will include participants from all the UU districts in New England. Speakers will include
the current President of the UUA, plus the two candidates for our future UUA President, to be voted on in
2009. There will be five workshop tracks on Saturday afternoon. You may call 508-559-6650 for more
information.



THE DEADLINE FOR THE NOVEMBER OPEN DOOR IS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26.

Looking Ahead---

FOR BUSY PEOPLE
Make sure your voice is heard--request an absentee ballot by calling your City Hall or:
http://www.maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/AbsenteeBallot/index.pl

POST-HALLOWEEN PARTY

Join us Nov. 1 from 2-4pm for a post-Halloween costume contest and scary/fun games! Co-
sponsored by RE and UU Theater, the event is free to enter. Tickets will be sold to various games
and activities. Snacks will be available. Bring your friends (and their kids) to this family fun event at
Auburn UU!

GOMES TO SPEAK ABOUT PHILANTHROPY

The Maine Community Foundation has invited us to hear the Rev. Prof. Peter Gomes, Bates
College Trustee and Chaplain at Harvard University, speak on "Inspiring Philanthropy." On Monday
November 10, 2008, 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm at USM, Abromson Center, Portland. Contact Paulette
Bruneau Brooks to carpool.

THE GINGERBREAD FAIR
The Gingerbread Fair will take place on Saturday, November 22 from 8:30 am - 2:00 pm.
Preparations are beginning now. Here is the list of tables.

GINGERBREAD FAIR - 2008
Below are listed some needs of the various tables/activities at the Gingerbread Fair and ways you can help. Sign up on the
poster in the Vestry or contact the committee chair listed below. Donations of cash are requested to help reduce expenses.
Each table/activity needs people to work the day of the Fair. Assistance is also need with set up on Friday and take down
on Saturday.

Crafts Table: attend some of the craft making sessions or make and donate your own (ornaments, holiday
decorations, hand knitted/crocheted/sewn items, baby items, pet items, jewelry), clip newspaper coupons for
discounted supplies for Craft Mania, WC Moore, Michaels, etc. and donate to committee. Need Chair

Gift Basket Table: assemble items for a complete “theme” basket or donate baskets/other decorative
containers as well as items to put in them. All items should be new, attractively packaged and/or colorful so
baskets, which are wrapped in cellophane and tied with ribbon, will look “classy”. You do not need to wrap your
basket. Bring your items to church as soon as you have them. Need Chair

Gingerbread Treats: Help bake, decorate, package gingerbread treats. Need Chair

Raffle/Silent Auction table: Donate or help solicit donations of smaller items i.e. movie tickets, gas, car wash
coupons for the raffle table, and higher priced items i.e. L.L. Bean Gift Certificate, handmade/crafted items
(quilt, stained glass mirror, wooden birdhouse, framed photography, have sold well in past) quality children's
toys, collectibles for the silent auction. Items should be new. Volunteer to sell raffle tickets for grand prize
($250 Shaw's Gift Certificate) to family/friends/co-workers. Need Chair
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Wreath Table: Help decorate wreaths after the Fair from orders taken at the Fair. Donate new decorations i.e.
pinecones (small/medium work best), ribbon etc. or recycle decorations you saved from last year's wreath:
Co-Chairs: Mary Kay Weisenberger, Claire Hebert

Baked Goods Tables: Contribute your favorite home-made cookies, bars, cakes, candy, fudge, coffee cakes,
bread. Attractive/festive packaging increases appeal and sales. Need Chair

Pie Table: Make and donate a home baked pie in a tin you don't need returned. Apple (particularly), pumpkin,
mince sell well. Since pies are displayed without refrigeration, we avoid cream pies. Co-Chairs: Donna Sinkweil,
Carmen Brocho

Book Table: Donate your fairly new or used books. Paperbacks from current authors and cookbooks sell very
well. Please no Reader's Digest Condensed books or textbooks as they do not selll Chair: Bob Wolf

White Elephant Table: Donate your household items, games, costume jewelry, foys, one-of-kind items, sports
equipment, electronic equipment, etc. Please, please, all items must be in good condition, clean, be in working
order, and have all of their parts. Need Chair

Jewelry & Accessory Table: Donate your interesting but unwanted jewelry that is in good condition, as well as

gently used accessories such as belts, scarves, gloves (think long opera gloves), evening bags (how about the one
you carried your lipstick in to your prom in the 50's, 60's). We also need boxes for various types of jewelry for

elegant packaging. Chair: Nina Lindley

Luncheon: Volunteer to make soup, gingerbread before the Fair or work in the kitchen the day of the fair. Cash
donations are especially helpful here to help reduce costs and increase profits. Need Chair

Consignment: Tables are available for vendors from church or community. Chair: Mary Lou Hofmann

GENERAL INFORMATION

The First Universalist Church of Auburn, Unitarian Universalist
Pleasant and Elm Streets. Auburn, Maine
Office address: 159 Pleasant Street (side door) Auburn, ME 04210
Sunday Worship and Religious Exploration — 10 a.m.
Church Office telephone: 207-783-0461, Fax: 207-782-3747 Email: uuauburn@verizon.net
Website: www.auburnuu.org
Office hours: Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.




