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AN OFFICIAL UUA WELCOMING CONGREGATION:
ALL ARE WORTHY, ALL ARE WELCOME!

We need not think alike to love alike- - Francis David N OVEMBER, ) 2 0 ’ 0

Jooll’s Corner — Words from our Minlister

Today’s warm air and strong breeze are evocative of late spring,
but the falling leaves remind us that this season is not one of
beginnings but rather of the necessary endings that create the space
required for new life to take root and thrive.

The truth of this season, that all things must eventually come to
an end to make way for the new, can be a hard one for us. We love so
fiercely at times, and feel so profoundly, it can seem almost
impossible to believe that any new life, or life in any new form,
could possibly be as satisfying or nourishing or inspiring as what
previously existed. So the thrill of creating or discovering new life
is often wrapped in grief over loss of the old.

I am especially aware of those dual realities as we engage the
process of considering the Joys and Concerns portion of our worship.
It is a fact that Joys and Concerns is one of the most beloved and
meaningful times in our shared worship on Sundays. At the meeting held
by the Worship Associates a while back, a number of people shared how
powerful they find the candles to be. It is also a fact that it is
the part of worship about which I most often receive feedback- usually
in the form of concern, and that the format we use is a “small church”
format. It works brilliantly in small congregations, can work with
great care and ongoing attention in congregations our size, and
generally does not work in congregations even moderately larger.

Those in attendance at the meeting hosted by the Worship Associates
agreed that we would experiment with new formats for Joys and Concerns
over the next several months. We are not committed to anything but
stepping into these new forms of sharing and being attentive to how
they move us, how they challenge us, how they feed us- and if they
don’t, then figuring out exactly why not. We are going to try out
several different formats for a month at a time.




We want your thoughts about these new forms...but we don’t want them right away. The Worship Associates
invite all of us (remember, this is an experiment for the Worship Associates, too) to sit with each new shape of
Candles for a while. First impressions may mean a lot, but they also shift over time. Give each new format a
fair shake- allow your experience to be whatever it is for a few weeks, and then let us know how you feel.

We will listen deeply, talk with intention and care, and see where the process leads us all.
And may your days and nights be blessed,

Jodi

Sermon Exceypt - One of Pearl Tibbetts Sawyer’s poems from the worship service of October 24th, 2010:

Hold

Hold fast the moment.

All else is illusion: Yesterday,
tomorrow, nebulous future,

all exist only in the mind,
disappearing like woodsmoke
escaping chimneys to blend

with the elements.

Hold fast! Hold the single
pulsebeat, the heart’s assurance. Hold fast the warm,
sweet breath entering your lungs
as into a shrine. Hold the

liquid flute note caressing your
eardrum; the gold-feathered
finch swaying with the

thistle feeder; a shaft of sunlight
stretched like a languid cat
across your carpet.

Hold fast and savor. It will stay
with you forever, an integral part
of the you who is becoming.

The Board is now receiving nominations for our annual Aose Window Award to
honor an active member of our church and to be presented at the Fall Congregational
Meeting, Sunday Nov. 14th.

This award is given each year to recognize a person or persons who have made
outstanding contributions to the life of our church in the past year. Such
contributions are often offered tirelessly in the background, and have made a
significant impact on the health and vibrancy of our congregation, as well as the
smooth functioning of the many tasks that need tending to week in and week out.

You may contact a member of the Board with your nomination, or you may place a
slip of paper in the Sunday collection plate with the name of a nominee. Recent
recipients have been: 2009 - Gerry Fox; 2008 — P.J. Mears. The final date for
nominations is Nov. 7th. Board members to contact are: Christine Babb, Carmen
Brochu, Peggy Cox, Anne Kinney, Charles Nero, Anne Perron, Robin Smutny, or Emily
Wright-Timko.




CALL TO MEETING

First Universalist Church,
Unitarian Universalist
Auburn, Maine
The Board of Directors requests your attendance at the special Fall Congregational
Meeting of the members of the First Universalist Church on Sunday, November 14, 2010,
immediately following the worship service.

The agenda for that meeting contains the following items:

+Vote on the Budget (At our Spring Meeting, we did not have a balanced budget, so the
congregation moved to hold this special Fall meeting to return to the budget.)

+Update from Social Justice Committee on status of micro-loan fund
+Presentation of the Rose Window Award

The meeting should be brief, so please plan to attend if you are able. It's important that we
have enough members present to make a quorum.
As always, members and friends are invited and welcome to attend all meetings; however, only
members are permitted to vote.
Respectfully Submitted, Emily Wright-Timko, Board Clerk

The Gingerbread Fair is coming FAST!
November 20 -8:30 am to 2 pm

The Fair is Saturday, Nov 20 from 8:30 am — 2:00 pm in the Vestry.

e Candies, cookies, baked goods

e Homemade pies (no store bought!) — apple, pumpkin, berry — no cream due to need
for refrigeration

e Gift baskets

e White Elephant Table

e Books, CDs DVDs — fiction, cookbooks, kids, how-to books .

e Silent Auction

o Jewelry & accessories - interesting jewelry in good condition, as well as gently used
belts, scarves, evening bags, and other elegant or funky items




UU Cookbooks

What a great time we had at the tasting! Lots of great recipes! Cookbooks are being printed now and
should arrive by mid-November. They are $10 each. Call the church office @ 783-0461 to reserve the
number of copies you want as we have ordered a finite quantity and will not be doing a second printing.

Membership Committee News
Unitarian Universalism embraces new energies and new voices. Our own spiritual
growth depends upon new people in our faith community.

When we hold NEW MEMBER SESSIONS for newcomers, we invite participants to
reflect first and then talk about the life events and spiritual awakenings that may have
brought them to this church. We believe deep reflection leads to clarification of one's
values, and, in turn, to better living out those values. We wish to create a safe
environment where we can learn from each other and explore diverse spiritual
practices.

We are committed to meeting others on their personal spiritual journeys and
celebrating what we all have in common.
--- Bethv Ayotte; Membership Conunittee Chair

ADULT RE CLASSES

Seminary student Kate Connelly will be offering three classes on UU Heroines on Tuesday from 6pm to
7:30pm. Dorothea Dix will be the subject on November 9, Clara Barton on November 16, and Louisa
May Alcott on November 30. (No class Thanksgiving week.) Please contact Kate at
kathconn@maine.rr.com if you are interested in attending.
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News From Religious Exploration
Thanks for the HALLOWEEN FUN!

Thanks to everyone for making this year's Halloween Party and Sleepover a great success! We
had over 50 people in attendance, including 31 children and youth. Some highlights of the
evening: The Costume Parade, the Donut Eating Contest, and the Mummy Wrap! (See the RE
bulletin board for more pics from the event.)




Religious Exploration at the Gingerbread Fair

Come November we’ll be working on some holiday crafts in RE each week, to be sold at the
Gingerbread Fair.

At the fair, our children will have the opportunity to staff the RE table. This is a great chance for
our kids to participate in the financial stewardship of the church! Be sure to stop by for an
ornament or holiday decoration. And if you or your child would like to staff the table fora 1 or 2
hour shift, please let Clara know!

Children’s Choir

This year our children’s choir will be performing holiday songs at the Holiday Pageant Sunday
morning service, as well as having one performance in the larger community. All children ages 5
and up who enjoy singing (and younger children who can stand still for a bit) are welcome to
participate! More details coming soon.

RE Committee Meeting: November 7 after the service

We’'ll be talking about the fair, the Children’s Choir, and the Holiday Pageant. We'll also be looking
ahead to our winter activities, like pen pals, contradances and potlucks, as well as congratulating
each other (and Lynn Eldridge, especially!) on a truly awesome Halloween Party and Sleepover!
The meeting will run from 11:30 to 12:30 in the RE classroom off the Vestry.

Director of Religious Exploration Clara Bolduc can be reached at DREuuAuburn@myfairpoint.net
Her office hours are Wednesdays, 10:30 to 12:30 or by appointment.
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Singing and Playing
Do you enjoy singing? Are you impressed by some of the 4 part harmony coming from the choir? Have you
ever thought about joining us? If so, give it a try. We love to have lots of voices at all levels. Choir meets at
8:45 each Sunday morning. Stop in and add your voice to ours.
Are you more of a musician? Do you play an instrument? Would you like to try to play as part of the music
of the service, maybe the offertory? Or would you feel more comfortable as part of a group? Maybe we
can match people up and create beautiful music.



Council of Committees
At its first fall meeting, CofC moved to track all events on one central calendar to avoid scheduling competing
church events. Chairs exchanged plans and concerns, finding synergy between committees, working better
together-- your church lay leadership at work! Next meeting: Nov. 21.

For My Granddaughter on Her Twenty-first Birthday

Where did she go, from frames on shelves,

that little girl I used to know, but nowhere do I hear that piping

the one with flaxen hair baby voice. And yet, walking

who stole my hat and delved through my door with telltale

into the tangled mysteries of my jewelry box? resemblance to the gamin I once knew,

She was here a minute ago, a lovely woman, grown in stature

swinging in the rope swing and in grace, still saying, "Higher!

that hangs in the big maple tree I want to go higher, Mommy, higher."

screaming "Higher, Mommy! And I, incredulous, look about me

swing me higher." and say, "Where IS that child?

Now I find her peering outward She was here just a minute ago."

---Peaw’l Tibbetty Sawyer

Building and Grounds

This fall our new member, Gordon Twitchell, has donated his time and landscaping skills in
removing the overgrown lawn sod along our walks and around much of the church foundation,
adding rubber membrane and crushed stone where sod was removed around the church. The
rubber membrane was donated by the contractor who installed the rubber roofing material on
each side of the church a year ago. The crushed stone came from the ledge being removed as part
of the runway expansion at the Auburn Lewiston Airport and the cost of getting the stone to the
church was covered by an anonymous donor. Ron Spofford has worked regularly with Gordon on
this project and we thank them both for their time and energy.

Monday, October 4, during a routine walk-through the church, water was found running onto the
boiler room floor from the steam boiler that heats the sanctuary. Our boiler service contractor
quickly determined that the approximately 40 year old boiler was beyond repair. Within 11 days,
thanks to the efforts of our local contractors and suppliers, a new boiler was in service.

Also, thanks to our Board of Directors for wisely including in our church insurance policy an
endorsement for systems/equipment breakdown coverage, the largest part of the cost has been
recovered. The $1,000 deductible and the code-required installation of chimney liner and
chimney cap is being mostly covered by special donations from considerate church members in
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addition to their regular pledges, so there will be minimum impact on our already tight church
budget. The chimney work is expected to be performed the first week of November.

Throughout this process, our water boiler of the same age, which heats the vestry, kitchen and
elevator addition, remained in service.
--- Bob Thovpe; for the Building and Grounds Committee

Did you know you can find out about UU events on the homepage of our website? If you go to
www.auburnuu.org, you will see an events blog with photos and event info. This lets us advertise events on the
internet, and make up-to-date changes on details. Make sure to check it out!

gocial Justice Cornher
AWAP Lunch and Learn a success!
Thanks to the Cookbook Committee, our event was well-attended. If you brought a tasting lunch, thanks for
supporting the work of AWAP, a group we support with our second collection.

Thanks to Victoria Williams of AWAP and Berni Mowatt of the Auburn Police Department for their
presentation, "Responding as friends and family to suspected domestic abuse." If you missed it, here were the
main points:

-Explain AWAP’s services and Auburn PD’s domestic violence response

-Understand the dynamics of abuse: that it’s about a pattern of power and control!

-Identify red flags for abuse, such as quick involvement and isolation

-Identify ways to be helpful to a survivor: listen, support them where they are, offer resources and referrals such
as AWAP and law enforcement.

(NOTE: AWAP has now changed its name to Safe Voices.)

Anti-Casino Letter to the Editor
Anne Kinney and three others wrote the following letter to the editor of the Sun Journal on behalf of the Social
Justice Committee. It appeared on October 21.

“Gambling is not Harmless”
Gambling is all about “odds.” Are the odds in our favor if we vote for an Oxford County casino on Nov. 2?

Social, economic and psychological costs can include increased crime rates, lost productivity, indebtedness,
compulsive gambling and addictions that ruin families, increased suicide rates, need for extensive infrastructure
improvements, negative impacts on local businesses, plus the overall change in the quality of life and soul of a
small Maine community.

In 2006, the first full year of operations at Hollywood Slots, crime in Bangor increased 22 percent, the biggest
increase of any Maine city, according to the Maine Department of Public Safety.

Gambling is not just a harmless pastime; the odds always favor the house. In the game of craps, if a gambler
were to bet $1 each time, the odds of winning $1,000 before losing $1,000 are one in two trillion (see
"Gambling," by Bruno Leone et al).

We believe in Maine’s potential to be productive and prosperous, in our quality of place, and in our
entrepreneurial abilities. We believe in investing in Maine through initiatives that will truly aid small
businesses, improve educational performance, promote energy efficiency, enhance connectivity, and overhaul
our health care system.

We will vote no on Question 1.




National Alliance on Mental Illness event Nov. 20

Saturday, November 20 is National Survivors of Suicide Day. SJ wants to invite you to the Lewiston location:
Androscoggin Home Care and Hospice, 15 Strawberry Avenue, Lewiston, at 12:45. FMI,

contact: Dennis Sicotte, dennis.sicotte@ahch.org, 207-795-9468

Second Collections are taken on the first Sunday of each month: November, Safe Voices (Formerly AWAP);
December, New Beginnings; January, Advocates for Children.

Feed the Hungry - volunteer once a month to cook, set up or serve a meal on a Wednesday evening (4:30-
6:30pm) or a Sunday morning (7:30-9:15) at Calvary Church in Lewiston. Join members of other churches who
have served 3000 meals at Calvary in 2010.To sign up for volunteer training, call Diane Nelder at 782-3221.
--Sociad Justice Committee

“You ARE NoT ALONE”:
COMMUNITY RALLY IN SUPPORT OF GLBTQ YOUTH AT AUBURN U.U.
At noon on Saturday, Nov. 6th, Outright Lewiston/Auburn will sponsor "You are Not Alone," a
community rally in response to the recent string of highly publicized youth suicides. It will take place
on the grounds of our church, First Universalist Church, in Auburn.

Endorsed by our church through our Welcoming Congregation commitment, the rally will last about an
hour and will include youth and adult speakers, songs, and a display of rainbow ribbons.

Please join us to celebrate the lives of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgendered and questioning youth,
and to mourn the hundreds each year who end their own lives. This event will focus awareness on
the bullying, harassment, intimidation, isolation and exclusion that devastate the lives of so many
GLBTQ young people (and all those targeted as gay or 'different'). We need to visibly demonstrate
to GLBTQ youth in Maine that there are resources and supportive allies available to them.

All who attend will be encouraged to leave a handprint on a poster to represent a youth who has
committed suicide. The handprints will be displayed on the front windows of the Lewiston Public
Library.

If you are able to participate and have a UU t-shirt, please wear it to help indicate our support as
Unitarian Universalists. We will also display our Social Justice banner. Our faith, and our Welcoming
Congregation work, especially call us to harness love’s power to stop oppression, exclusion, and
discrimination against anyone because of their identity. We stand on the side of love to ask all people
to aspire to respect, inclusion, and compassion. Please lend your presence to this important rally to
speak out against the emotional and spiritual violence inflicted upon GLBTQ people through bullying,
discrimination, and, sadly, anti-gay religious rhetoric.

- - Welcoming Congregation Conunittee

U Theater News

UU Theater - "The Katrina Project" Storming In
Please make plans to see "The Katrina Project: Hell and High Water," by Michael Marks and Mackenzie
Westmoreland Saturday, Nov. 6 at 7pm and Sunday, Nov. 7 at 2pm. Tickets are $5.

To mark the 5th anniversary of Hurricane Katrina which devastated New Orleans, this multi-media show offers
inside glimpses of the national tragedy Mainers watched from afar. The show will also salute those from our
own congregation who journeyed to help rebuild New Orleans on "Bayou By UUs," through their words and
pictures. The cast features Glen Atkins, Lorelei Greenwood and Eileen Messina, and an ensemble cast
including: Cynthia Alexandre, Iliana Corey, Jourdan Fanning, Jared Fiori, John Henderson, Karen Lane,



Nina Lindley, Mary Osborne, James Reese, Raj Sharma, Ron Spofford. The show is co-directed by Toby
Haber and Karen Lane, with set and audio design by Mike Giasson, scenery pieces by Grayling
Cunningham, slideshow by Gabrielle Russell, and playbill production by Nicole Rush. Thanks go to Bayou
UUs Cindy Greathouse, Anne Kinney, Charlotte Lehmann, Ellen O'Brien, Robin Rockett and Bonnie
Soper for sharing their material.

UU Theater - How can YOU Play a Part?
- Support the church by attending the play- it's a fundraiser
- Support UU Theater's mission to speak our message to the wider community- bring friends!
- Support the individuals who put time and energy into this endeavor- say hey!
- Support the outside community which, in turn, supports us via playbill ads:
* Major support comes from Mechanics Bank, Jim's Rent-It and Marc's Auto Body.

* Strong support comes from Evergreen Subaru and Roy's All-Beef Hamburgers.

* Neighborly support comes from: Beal's Cleaners, Brad's Auto Repair, Bread Shack, Calm
Health, Dillingham's Funeral Home, Dr. Haltof, Fireside Stove, Godin Auto, Goin' Postal, High-5 Massage,
Holly's Own, Michel Giasson Architect, Minuteman Auto Sales, Next Level Business Coaching, Orbitz Hair
Salon, Pam-Price-Wharf ,The Pop Shoppe, Susan Dube Realtor, Vectorworks ,The Village Inn, Za Pizza.
- Please patronize these supporters, or let them know you appreciate their participation in UUT.

PLEASANT NoTE
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First Uiiversalist church o€ Auburi
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SECoND ERIDAY of EACH MoNTH
7:00 SIGN UP 7:30 START

OPEN MIC

The next Open Mic/Poetry Slam Friday, November 12, is a free monthly show in our vestry.
We're heading toward our 5-year anniversary in March, and we've never missed a month.

If you haven't come down yet, please join us on the 2nd Friday of every month, at 7:15, when
we transform the vestry into a groovy coffeehouse to share the spirituality of music, dance and
spoken word. Refreshments and the children's room are available. Snack proceeds benefit the
Organ Fund. Goodwill donations are accepted.

DENOMINATIONAL DOINGS & DATES IN THE DISTRICT

November 13

November 13

January 8
January 22

February 5

February 12

March 19

Harvest the Power leadership training — second session of the Southern Maine
Cluster training series, Portsmouth, N.H. 8 a.m. -5p.m.

The Heart of the Matter, Living Our Covenants of Right Relationships
workshop, Yarmouth, Me.; 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. $40 per person, or $100 per team.

Harvest the Power leadership training — third session of Southern Maine Cluster
training series, Portsmouth, N.H. 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Snow date for January 8th (third session) Harvest the Power training.

“Winterfest: Justice in the Snow” Focus on issues of Immigration, Death
Penalty, Civility. Brunswick, Me.; 9:30 a.m.- 3 p.m. $15 first person, $10 each
additional person.

Snow date for Winterfest.

“RPM” (Religious Educators, Presidents, Ministers and interested others) Saco,
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Me.; 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Focus on multi-generational ministry. $25 per church team.

April 1-3 NNED Spring Conference & Annual Meeting, Red Jacket Inn, North Conway,
N.H. Banner parade, multi-generational programming, worship, keynote,
workshops.

April 8-10 Auburn U.U. Congregation — All Church Ferry Beach Retreat (with Allen

Avenue and First Parish from Portland), Ferry Beach UU Camp and
Conference Center, Saco, Maine (off Route 9 near OOB), Friday evening through

Sunday morning.

The web site address of the Northern New England District of the U.U.A. is:

www.nned.uua.org
- - Arvne Kinney, Denominational Connections Rep.
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UU AUBURN, NOVEMBER, 2010

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1st "Katrina" Election Day Social Justice Men's Group Outright L/A "You Are Not
rehearsal 7pm Meeting (R) 6-9pm "Drop-in" (R) Alone" Rally
Guy2Guy (R) 6:30pm 6pm "Katrina" -Noon - "The
7-9pm "Katrina" Dress Katrina
rehearsal 7pm Rehearsal Project: Hell
7pm and High
Water" 7pm
Worship and RE at Finance Meeting Adult RE Men's Group Outright L/A Rental Event
masr'écgfg gg&ec?ig':“r' 6-8:30pm UU Heroine 6 - (R) 6-9pm "Drop-in" (R) 1pm
AWAP - Adult RE, RE Co-Counseling 7:30pm 6pm OPEN
Committee 11:30 - "The and Support VETERENS MIC 7pm
Katrina Project..." 2pm - meeting (R) DAY
Yankee Boyz 3-5pm 7-9pm

DAYLIGHT SAVING
ENDS

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Worship and RE at Church Board Adult RE Membership Organ Noon, Gingerbread
10am, then Coffee Meeting 6:30pm UU Heroine 6 - Committee Tuning in Gingerbread Fair 8:30am -
Hour - Adult RE Guy2Guy (R) 7:30pm Meeting sanctuary, Fair setup - 2pm
11:30 - Fall Annual 7-9pm 6:30pm afternoon. Outright L/A
Meeting following Co-Counseling Men's Group "Drop In" (R)
service and Support (R) 6-9pm 6pm
meeting (R)
7-9pm
10;m Multiﬁ:gvggqrnal Co-Counseling Thanksgiving Outright L/A
ervice
COMMUNION - Music and Support Day (R) 6pm -
Associates meeting meeting (R) Greg Guay
11am- Adult RE 11:30am 7-9pm guitar
- Council of Committees concert(R)
11:35am 6pm
28 29 30 Nov 2010
Worship and RE at Co-Counseling Adult RE S M T w il F S
10am, then Coffee and Support UU Heroine 6 - 1 2 3 4 5 6
Hour - Adult RE meeting (R) 7:30pm 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
11:30 7-9pm 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

For an up-to-date calendar, visit auburnuu.org and click on "Calendar." - (R) is a rental event.




