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Sunday Worship and Religious Exploration at 10 AM

An official UUA Welcoming Congregation:
All Are Worthy, All Are Welcome!

We need not think alike to love alike- - Francis David N (0 Vember-, 2 009

When I open the book

I hear the poets whisper and weep,
Laugh and lament.

In a thousand languages

They say the same thing:

“We lived. The secret of life

is love, that casts its wing

over all suffering, that takes

in its arms the hurt child,

that rises green from the fallen seed.”
- Gregory Orr

As of this writing, we are days away from finding out whether or not
the people of Maine are going to affirm marriage equality in this

state. So close to the moment of choice and with so little clarity

around what that choice will be, I find myself almost wildly restless-

a condition many of you have told me you share. Because I can’t know
what will happen on the 3d, I'm doing my best to ground myself in what
I do know, which is this: the work that you have done- everything

from lobbying senators to breaking silence with the ones you love- has
been an affirmation of the power of love to transform and create.

Whether or not the scales tip toward justice and equality Tuesday,
your unified insistence that it is a holy act to “stand on the side of
love” has changed people in profound and at times unexpected ways.

Perhaps some of you have even found yourselves transformed. Whether
the days ahead will bring grief or joy, I rejoice in this moment at the
power of love honored and embodied.

May your days and nights be blessed.




This Upcoming Sunday, November 1, Full Circle, a women's acapella group, will offer special music
during our worship service. Led by Ann Marie-D'Amico, the group weaves tight harmonies and lyrics
that touch the spirit. If you like what you hear, they will be performing their first full concert in this
area at our church on Saturday, Nov. 21 at 7pm- what better way to unwind after the church fair?

You are enthusiastically invited to a "Wait and Celebrate" potluck party at church on Nov. 3d
beginning at 6pm. We have worked hard together to ensure that marriage equality first became, and
now hopefully remains, a reality in the state of Maine. Let's wait for the results of the vote together as
well! If there is joyful news on the night of Nov. 3d, it will be that much more joyful if we are sharing
the moment with our friends and compatriots on this journey. If the news is sorrowful, it will be good
to be together right then to share our grief and comfort one another. We will stream in election results
as they become available, and will have other things to do as we wait. Whether the work you have
done around this issue has filled hours of every day or has simply been a prayer you have held in your
heart, please join us!

Timeline- 6 to victory!!!

Excerpt from Jodi's reflection during "An Interfaith Service for Marriage Equality," held by the Religious
Coalition for the Freedom to Marry on October 18th:

"...We are joined together in worship tonight to celebrate the fact that we have diverse religious traditions- we
have different theologies and use different language, we have different sacred stories and different holy
imagery- but within each of our varied traditions we find a shared call to justice, a shared insistence on mercy,
compassion, equality.

We join together in worship tonight because, as we Unitarian Universalists say, we need not think alike to
love alike: We need not think alike, we need not believe alike, we need not talk alike, sing alike, dance alike,
look alike, we need not be alike to love alike. What matters is that we love:
that we love so fiercely and deeply that we refuse to accept injustice and inequality as the status quo;
that we love so fiercely and deeply that we are willing to speak our grief and our rage at the suffering of the
lesbian and gay members of this community who are denied the rights and protections granted by civil
marriage; that we love so fiercely and deeply that we are willing to do the work of healing this brokenness- first
insisting on equality and then creating it- with our words, with our actions, with our votes.

We are gathered in worship tonight because out of our many and varied traditions has arisen one unified
demand for marriage equality in the state of Maine- and the belief that we can make it a reality, together.
It is good to be with one another."

Hello All! It has been three months since I have been the President of the Board of this wonderful Spiritual
Community. Although you have not heard from me I have been active with Church business as well as personal
business. As a Board, we are working diligently on projects, cleaning up old and perusing the new.



As we move forward, I would like to extend an apology to all of you who may feel that I am not
approachable. I do smile. I have always had a very serious look and a very dry sense of humor. That does not
mean that [ am not approachable. If, when you communicate with me, you are set aback by our conversation
and the way I am communicating with you, you need to let me know. I do not ever mean to offend anyone, or
make them feel that they are not being heard. I am a diligent listener and usually take some time to process.
Because of this, people oftentimes think that I am putting them off or ignoring them. I am not. I also am
known for taking a great deal of notes. I am also not ignoring you when we are conversing and [ am doing this.
This is simply my way of staying on track and it helps me remember conversations and items that [ may need to
follow up on.

I am very honored to be the President of the Board and am trying to get things in order to move forward with
the challenges that may be presented in the months ahead. As I sit and listen to Jodi, or others, on Sunday
during our Spiritual Services, I am often working on a Prayer/Meditation Shawl for someone in need. As I do
this, I often remember why I came to this church and why I became a member. I have seen a great deal of
growth over the years that I have been a member, and want to be a part of the changes in the future. Our
Spiritual Community is a supportive and loving Community of which I am extremely proud to be a part of. I
feel that energy going into the Shawls that I am producing and hope that when it is given to someone that the
recipient will feel that energy from the love and support of our Community.

Please know that I am available to you with concerns regarding our Spiritual Community and will strive to be
responsive to all those that are brought to my attention needing the support of the Board of Directors.

With all of that said, I implore you to think about what you get from our community and what you have
available for time to assist our Spiritual Community with committees and projects that we are undertaking as a
community. Look around at what is going on within our Spiritual Community and what your niche is. Might
you be able to fill in a small opening that needs to be filled? If the answer is yes, please let us know so that we
can connect you with the right person(s) or committee.

One of our major fund raisers, the Gingerbread Fair, is coming up this month and will need a great deal of
attention to be a great success. It will also kick off the Holiday Season which is always very busy for people. |
wish you all well with your preparations for this season as well as a healthy, safe, and spiritually rewarding start
to the season.

AOYSA

Denald C. Jehnsen
Board President
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Gratitude- We thanked many individuals for their help making the Interfaith Celebration for Marriage Equality
such a great success: David Dawn, Nancy (Tobi) Tobin, Damian Yoder, Christine Babb, Anne Kinney, Ron
Spofford, Phil House, Members of the Choir.

Institutional Maintenance- a) We discussed the effort to find creative ways to reinvigorate the small group
ministry work. Let Jodi know if you know of someone interested in leadership for small group! b) Pledges are
coming in very well! Only 2% of pledges have not come in as pledged over the summer! Even those that were
away for the summer remembered to mail in their pledges! What a powerful acknowledgment of the church’s
commitment to this community and this work!




Action Items- a) We discussed creative ways to welcome guests, including changing our “mugs” system during
coffee hour: instead of inviting guests to choose a brightly colored mug at coffee hour, we will let them know
that the members holding red mugs at coffee hour are especially enthusiastic about answering their questions
and welcoming them.

b) Jeremiah Bartlett’s brother-in-law, Imre Fitos, has offered his services to improve our website and other
electronic media! ¢) We discussed the need for an Adult RE Chair and defining more clearly what the
expectations of this chair are. Do you know someone that would like to be considered for Adult RE chair? d)
We decided to explore the work of the Interfaith Drug Policy Initiative to see how we can be proactive about the
issues of drugs in our community. e) Christine Babb, Charles Nero, and Anne Perron will be organizing an
event for the evening of the Question 1 vote. f) The invoice from Neokraft for the banner installation was much
more than expected; we’re pursuing options to understand the charges and determine how to pay. g) Our board
retreat will be Nov. 8", when we’ll be further discussing issues of size transition.

If you have any questions regarding the content of the report, feel free to contact a Board member. Please note
that all Board meetings are open to all, and are held on the third Monday of each month unless it’s a holiday.
Our next meeting will be Monday, Nov. 16", 6:30 p.m.

- Emily Wright-Timko-, Clerk

FROM THE TREASURER'S DESK

As of September 30 (the end of our first quarter), we had received 23% of the total pledge amount budgeted for
the year. Many UU churches, including ours, see a significant drop in pledge income during the summer, even
though bills continue to come in and our staff continues to be paid. Having a predictable and reliable income
stream makes my job as treasurer that much easier; so thank you to all of you who made pledge payments
during the summer months, and keep up the great job!

Other items of note at the end of our first quarter:

e Total income received: $33,450
o Total expenses: $35,422
e Netincome (loss): ($1,972)

If you have any questions about the church's finances, please contact me at christine.babb@gmail.com or 926-
4954, or come to one of our Finance Committee meetings, which are held on the second Monday of the month
in the church office at 6:30p.m.

--Chwistine Babb; Treasuwrer
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“Earth Year” continues in November in RE
During November, our children will be examining our impact on the Earth, and learning about ways in which
we can minimize that impact and live more sustainably.

At the end of the month, we’ll begin practicing for our annual holiday pageant, to be presented during the
service on Sunday, December 20.

Children’s Choir

Each holiday season, interested children in our RE program come together to form a children’s choir. This year,
our choir will perform twice, at the Harvest Communion Sunday morning service (this year on November 22)
and at the Holiday Pageant Sunday morning service (this year on December 20.)

Reading music is NOT necessary to join the choir! The songs are simple, and all that’s needed to join is a desire
to sing! The choir is usually best for children ages 5 and up, though enthusiastic younger singers who can stand
still are welcome as well.

Rehearsals for the November 22nd performance will take place on Sundays, November 8 and 15 from 11 to
11:30 a.m. and on Sunday, November 22 at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

Rehearsals for the December 20th performance will take place on Sundays, December 6 and 13 from 11 to
11:30 a.m. and on Sunday, December 20 at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary.

Participation is optional, and children may choose to participate in one or both performances. Though
attendance at ALL rehearsals is strongly encouraged. If your child wishes to participate and can’t make all the
rehearsals, please let us know and we will make alternative arrangements!

This year’s choir will be led by Ell Fanus and Michael Hayashida. Please contact Clara with questions or to sign
up!

Religious Exploration at the Gingerbread Fair

In addition to talking about our impact on the Earth, our RE groups will spend the next couple Sundays working
on crafts for the Gingerbread Fair. The fair will take place on Saturday, November 21 in the Vestry of the
church.

RE will be staffing its own table - a great opportunity for our kids to participate in the financial stewardship of
the church! Be sure to stop by for an ornament or holiday decoration. And if you or your child would like to
staff the table for a 1 or 2 hour shift, please let Clara know!

RE Committee Meeting: November 1 after the service

Anyone interested in helping with the RE table at the Gingerbread Fair or with the holiday pageant, please plan
to attend! We’ll also be looking ahead to our winter activities, like pen pals and potlucks, as well as
congratulating each other (and Kerry Lathrop, especially!) on a truly awesome Halloween Sleepover!

The meeting will run from 11:30 to 12:30 in the RE classroom off the Vestry.

I can be reached at DREuuAuburn@myfairpoint.net. My office hours are Tuesday mornings, 9 to 11 or by
appointment.

-- Clawaw Bolduc, Divector of Religiows Explovation
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Membership Committee News

Important announcement for newcomers... New member classes will be held on
three consecutive Sundays after the regular church service beginning on November
22nd. We invite you to join us to learn about our origins and rich history, to receive
encouragement as you seek your own individual spiritual paths, , and to discover how
you can help make our faith community and the world a better place. So mark your
calendars and plan to attend on Nov.22", Nov. 29" and Dec 6. If you wish to attend or
have any questions, you may contact the minister, Rev. Jodi Cohen Hayashida,
Membership Chairperson Beth Ayotte, or anyone on the Membership Committee.

The new Membership in First Universalist Church of Auburn brochure can be found
in the lobby entrance, at the bottom of the stairs leading to the sanctuary, and in the
vestry. We hope this document helps visitors find answers to some of their questions,
affirms the importance of belonging to our faith community, and encourages
participation in the wide range of activities included in the life of this church.

We encourage everyone to wear Nametags. So they are easier to retrieve, the
membership committee has alphabetized the nametags in the nametag basket. Going
forward we plan to hold nametag-making sessions at least once per month.

New Member Profile: Emily Wright-Timko

Emily moved to Lewiston for a job as Associate Multi-faith Chaplain at Bates College, a
position she really enjoys for the opportunities to facilitate space for conversation,
celebration, community, imagination, witness, and exploration.

You could say Emily has been making her way north, arriving in Maine after growing up
in New Mexico and Texas, attending college in Tennessee, and finishing her Masters of
Divinity in Cambridge, MA.

Emily grew up Catholic and Episcopal, fell away from Christianity in college, and in
divinity school, led an interfaith woman’s spirituality group that explored various ways of
ritualizing life events and processes. Emily believes we continually create god in the
world through what we generate between and among us. She enjoys Unitarian
Universalism for its openness to the wisdom of various traditions, and for its
commitment to diversity and inclusiveness.

Emily loves the seasons of Maine and always wishes she was outside more often. This
summer, she especially loved swimming with her dog at Range Pond. She insists that
her dog, Lupe (named after Our Lady of Guadalupe, a popular religious figure in Mexico
and the Southwest), is probably the best dog ever. Lupe loves tennis balls, romping
with her dog friends, snuggling, and running in the woods. Emily loves dancing, her
family, ritual, the desert, and eating food straight out of the ground. In her first year as
a member of the church, Emily has participated in UU theater, the Board, Adult RE, and
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Worship—she says thank you for welcoming her so quickly and warmly into this great
community!
BethvAyotte, Membership Chair

Council of Committees
The council moved to encourage committees to support the budgeted church-wide fundraisers, such as the
Gingerbread Fair. It is hoped that a unified effort may lead to the church being able to fund committees in
future.

The next CofC meeting is November 11, the second Wednesday of the month, at 6:30 pm. Chairs meet in the
church office conference room.

See you there.

Reminder: make a sure dates are available and put your events in the office calendar!

Can you solve the mystery? Somebody -- ??? -- generously donated a dog sledding lesson for
last spring's Service Auction; however, there was no phone number or email address given on the
donation form. Snow is coming, so if you know how we can contact someone at "Great Mountain
Farm," PLEASE contact Deni in the church office at 783-0461. Thank you!

In Mexico, November 2 is "Dia de los muertes” or Day of the Dead. People create wonderful altars for their dead relatives
often with old photographs of the deceased. The poem below is a tribute to this practice, from an American point of view.

Your Sepia Face

Your sepia face stares soberly at me

From another day, distant from this evening,
Adorned with marigold blossoms

And relics of your time among us,

Which proves to me that you were here

And lived to taste the sour fruits of life

And cried sweet tears for love of those

Who remain, remembering your presence here.

And as T gaze at your framed, faded image

On your vibrant altar, fragrant with breath,

I imagine my family, now long gone

Who live largely forgotten, no color enveloping

Their likenesses with warm, living flowers,

Photographs which remain, unexamined, vaguely recalled,
In a dark box waiting for those who knew them

To pass into the obscurity of memory themselves,
Rendering them forever unremembered.

You are lucky to remain among the breathing




A bit longer, perhaps to remind us all
To look into your sepia face
Reflecting our humble fate. --Bill Frayer

Because of the Thanksgiving holiday, the absolute deadline for the

December Open Door will be 6 PM on Tuesday, November 24.

YUY 7Theater
"Hidden: A Gender" Encore by UU Theater

By popular demand, Auburn UU is staging an encore production of "Hidden: A Gender" on Saturday, Nov. 7 at
7pm and Sunday, Nov. 8 at 2pm. The success of this show back in June 2007, and requests from several UU
congregations, have spurred UU Theater to mount the show anew. Equality Maine is sponsoring our
presentation. Please join us, and bring your friends!

This provocative play, written by transgendered lesbian activist Kate Bornstein, juxtaposes the stories of two
real people dealing with gender identity. The first, Herman (aka Kate), describes his transition from life as a
man to a woman; the second tells of Herculine, a young woman living in Victorian France who physically
develops into a male, and is forced by an unforgiving society to reidentify her gender.

Church friends Tanya Blaisdell and Rajiv Shankar play featured roles. Community members Christopher
Dufour, Jared Fiori, Duncan Gelder, Jackie Oliveri and Alicia Proulx round out the cast. UU Theater's
production team includes Toby Haber, Mina Matthews, Pat Phillips, and Julia Terry, with Jared Fiori serving as
Assistant Director.

Tickets are $10. To reserve, call 783-0461 or uuauburn@myfairpoint.net. Due to mature content, youth must
be accompanied by an adult.

gocial Justice Corher
Our Ethical Eating NASAP Farmers Market has wrapped up for the season. At a mid-October coffee hour, the
farmers came in and we thanked them for all their work. They thought our market was successful for them, and
they want to come back next year. Thanks go to our congregation for patronizing this program.

2nd Collections for local non-profit organizations are taken the first Sunday of each month: November, AWAP
December, New Beginnings; January, Androscoggin County Humane Society; February, Advocates for
Children. If you wish to donate by check, please make it out directly to the beneficiary organization.

T-shirts with the Frances David slogan "We need not think alike to love alike" are available in adult and child
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sizes for $15. Ask any Sunday after services. Peace bumper stickers also available.
Equality Banner- Social Justice contributed money toward hanging the banner on our church building!

Did you miss the screening of "Neighbor by Neighbor: Mobilizing an Invisible Community in Lewiston,
Maine," by local filmmaker Craig Saddlemire? This excellent documentary tells the story of an incredible
group of people called "The Visible Community" and what they accomplished right in Lewiston. SJ had bought
a copy for the church collection. Call Deni in the office to borrow it.

New Social Justice meeting- SJ meets at a new time, on the LAST WEDNESDAY of each month, at 6:30 pm.
We hope this fits better with your schedule. Please join us November 25!
--Social Justice Committee

PLEASANT NoTE Open Mic
rakd ° A Join us Friday, November 13, at the next Open Mic/Poetry Slam! Share the spirituality of
”g.q, music, spoken word or dance. This free show starts at 7:15 on the 2nd Friday- and we've

never missed a month.
// 2%528 g% gfw Haven't you come down yet to experience it? This free event continues to draw people both
1 new and familiar, who all share the fellowship of music. Bring yourself and a friend or

First UkiVersalist churci o€ Avburii X
159 Pleasai} S+. Avburii (acress Cram Dairy Jey) nelghbor!

www.vuavburi.erg TE3-0461

SEcoND TRIDAY of EACH MoNTH
7:00 SIGN UP 7:30 START

Gingerbread Fair Update
Fair date is Saturday, November 21 from 8:30 am — 2 pm.

Things are underway for this major fundraising event. Please stop at the Fair Display in the Vestry each Sunday
during coffee hour to tell us how you can help. We need specific assistance in the following areas —

Luncheon on Saturday — need 3-4 people to help in the kitchen with baking gingerbread and food preparation.

White Elephant Table- We currently do not have anyone to chair/co-chair this activity. We will also need 4-6
people to help with sorting, pricing (which can be done prior to the fair) and working the day of the fair. This is
a table which typically yields several hundred dollars, so your help in this area is a significant contribution. If
you are donating items, PLEASE make sure they are in working condition, have all of their parts and are
something you would be willing to purchase. We don’t want have to spend time weeding out items that are
dirty, broken or don’t work.

Jewelry, Basket, Silent Auction, Craft, Book Tables—we need your donations.



Baked Goods & Pie Tables- Please let us know what you can bake.

Books — We have NO books currently in stock, so we need your contributions! Please bring your contributions
to the church, or call Bob Wolf (783-2067) or email him (robertewolf@myfairpoint.net) to arrange a pickup.

Contributions to help defray expenses — There are always expenses associated with the fair — cost of wreaths,
supplies etc. If you are able to make a financial contribution to help minimize our expenses so that our profit is
greater, we would appreciate it.

Thanks for help in advance. Let’s make this a great Gingerbread Fair!

Mary Lou Hofmann, Chair, 777-1833 , even.sleeves@myfairpoint.net

Denominational Doings in our District

Check out this roundup of upcoming opportunities in our Northern New England District (NNED) of the
Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA). And mark your calendars!

In March of 2010, our church here in Auburn will host a gathering for UU presidents and/or
board chairs from all of our UU congregations in Maine. The event will take place March 13™
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in our vestry and will of fer a unique opportunity for presidents to connect,
find out what is mutually helpful, and establish ways to network in the future. There will be
breakout time according o the size of congregations. Do you have a church-related concern or
an issue? Please speak with our Board President, Don Johnson. Our Board will also be looking for
folks to help put fogether a luncheon for this meeting.

The Spring Conference and Annual Meeting of the NNED will be held April 30™-May 2",
again at the Red Jacket Inn in North Conway, N.H. Special keynote speaker will be Rev. Mark
Stringer from the UU church in Des Moines, Towa. His congregation was honored as one of four
"breakthrough” congregations at this year's General Assembly (the annual meeting of UU
congregations). His church saw itself as one that was "stuck” between two sizes of church and
between the way they had always done things as contrasted with their vision of a future they
wanted. In 2000 the congregation made an intentional decision to grow out of their 250-member
plateau - which had lasted 30 years! Today the congregation numbers around 400. This church's
story of growth is a vibrant one, and Rev. Stringer's talk and subsequent workshop promises to be
both inspirational and practical. Watch on our bulletin board in the hallway for upcoming
registration information.

And, did you know....our district has a number of stipended volunteer consultants ready to
assist in all sorts of areas of church life? A sampling of skills they offer includes assistance
with: facilitating a board retreat, developing a strategic plan, creating a mission statement,
planning a visionary canvass, revitalizing small group ministry, and providing resources for religious
exploration programs, as well as for other areas. If any of this resonates with your committee,

10



an application plus more information is available from Joy Blanchette, NNED Administrator, at
uua.me.nh.vt@comcast.net. The district pays the consultant's travel expenses, and often more
(depending on our Fair Share status!).

o Northern Lights the newsletter of the NNED is produced 3 times a year ~ Fall, Winter and
Spring - and provides a glimpse of what's happening with UU churches in Maine, NH and Vt. as
well as district happenings. The newsletter can be viewed on the NNED web site:
www.nned.uua.org.

--Anne Kinney, Denominational Affairs Representative

Come Sing With US!

DOWNEASTERS CHORUS
Guest Night in the Vestry
Monday, November 9" at 7:00 PM

On November 9%, our practice venue will shift from Yarmouth to The First Universalist Church in Auburn
where the Downeasters will meet at 7 PM in the Vestry. We invite male voices of all ages to join us for
this special guest night. The Downeasters Chorus and Quartets will perform for your enjoyment, but there
will be plenty of opportunity for you to sing, too.

This is an opportunity to learn about the barbershop style of a cappella singing through participation. What
a great way to discover the enjoyment found in our hobby!

A COMMUNITY NEED:

The Resident Council of Bolster Heights Residential Care Facility is looking for someone willing to donate/buy
a piano/organ combination or a 76 key keyboard with musical options. This donation would go directly to and
for the Residents of Bolster Heights Residential Care Facility in Auburn so that they may expand their
spirituality and offer more opportunities for entertainment through music.

Please contact Peter Mauro, Jr., Administrator, Bolster Heights Residential Care Facility at 207-784-1364 with
questions and/or donations.
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