We need not think alike to love alike- - Francis David

The Open Door

Newsletter of The First Universalist Church
(Unitarian Universalist) Auburn, Maine
159 Pleasant Street (side door) Auburn, ME 04210
(207) 783-0461 - uuauburn@myfairpoint.net
Website: www.auburnuu.org
Sunday Worship and Religious Exploration at 10 AM

An official UUA Welcoming Congregation:
All Are Worthy, All Are Welcome!

May, 2010
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Jodi’s Corner — Words from our Minister
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REMEMBER THE AUCTION - AFTER CHURCH MAY 2

The annual goods and service auction will be held on Sunday, May 2, in the
vestry immediately after the worship service. Cindy Greathouse and Don
Jalbertwill be returning this year as co-auctioneers to conduct the live
portion of the auction. (If you were there last year, you'll remember what
an entertaining team they were!) Items auctioned off in past years include
Indian- and Spanish-food dinner parties, winemaking and golf lessons, and a
variety of vacation packages.

There will also be a silent auction with lots of great items to take home
that day - everything from free-range eggs to rhubarb sauce, vegetarian
chili to Whoopee pies - with something to fit every budget. This year we will
be adding a silent auction table of new/very gently used children’'s toys
and other items for kids - or their parents/grandparents! - to bid on. A
potluck lunch and dessert will be provided (donations gratefully
accepted!), and child care will be available.




President’s Message:
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April Board Briefs
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News From Religious Exploration
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WISH LIST:
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Director of Religious Exploration Clara Bolduc’s office hours are by appointment. The best way to reach her is
by email at DREuuAuburn@myfairpoint.net.
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Awards for the Auburn U.U. Church

Multiple awards are being bestowed upon on this congregation and two of our members at the May 1st Spring Conference
and Annual Meeting of the Northern New England District (NNED) of the UUA in North Conway, N.H.

Gerry Fox is a recipient of the NNED Unsung UU Hero Award. This award recognizes a person whose actions inspire,
support and express Unitarian Universalism through acts of service to the person’s own congregation, the district or the
community at large. A portion of our nomination of Gerry read as follows:

“Gerry has been such a blessing to this congregation that (we) truly cannot imagine what we would have done over the
past years without him. The work that he does - spending hours every week taking care of our space, often goes
completely unnoticed, even by members of our own congregation. And yet, without the care that he has taken to keep our
space clean, lovely, set up for various events, and ready for visitors, we would not be able to do the more public,
transformative work to which this congregation feels called and which is more often noticed and honored.

“His gift is offered out of love and faith. He never asks for thanks or recognition. But...he is profoundly deserving”.

Our congregation is receiving the Anne Kempers Award for Social Justice for the innovative work of our UU Theatre.
This award is given to a congregation that has done the most to support human rights and social justice activism during the
2



past year. As a result we have also been nominated for the UUA Bennett Award for Congregational Action on Human
Justice and Social Action! From the nomination:

“For the past three years, the First Universalist Church of Auburn’s homegrown “UU Theatre” has produced innovative theatrical
events that raise consciousness by inviting the community to consider social justice themes in a fresh and exciting manner.

“UU Theatre has concentrated on material relating to women'’s equality, gender identity, environmentalism,
and violence against women on local and global levels. Its progressive productions and remarkable guest
artists have focused on nearly all 7 principles of Unitarian Universalism.”

Toby Haber-Giasson was nominated by our Board to receive a Congregational Leadership Award. This award
recognizes leaders who have made significant contributions to the life and activities of individual congregations. From her
nomination:

“She has willingly and effortlessly taken on numerous tasks, often at the same time. As a singer and musician,
Toby rebirthed the church’s former coffee house as an ‘Open Mic & Jam & Poetry Slam.’

“A strong advocate for networking, Toby has been a key leader of Auburn UU’s Social Justice endeavors, helping to connect us
with immigrant farmers and environmental leaders, and encouraging us to explore issues of peace and sustainability. Toby has
stepped up to serve the congregation as its president for two terms. Behind the scenes Toby is always the reliable person
involved in numerous multi-tasking endeavors to ensure that the workflow of the church continues as smoothly as possible.”

Huge congratulations to Gerry Fox, UU Theatre and Toby Haber-Giasson!! Our minister, Rev.
Jodi Hayashida, members of Gerry’s family, and 10 members of the congregation attended

the awards ceremony to share in the district’s celebration of these honors.

--Anne Kinney, 1
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Social Justice Corner
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--Social Justice Committee

A

24=.

%

-($

" — 6
* ?
919
ANG
) , %
5:
%
&> > " Y%
W% N
) & )
%
) 1
&
)
11
? e
)



U 7Theater News
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Spirits Soar at our Remarkable Retreat
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“Being with all UU people was such an affirming thing for me. I hardly have the words to express it! I feel for
once in my life someone accepts and understands me. Way cool stuft!”

“It was great. I loved watching the ‘little ones’ having a wonderful time, especially those toddlers who I see
regularly at Auburn. All in all, I felt so connected. I'm a Ferry Beacher since 2001, but this was ‘special.””

“l had a wonderful time, and would recommend to anyone who wasn't able to attend this year to think about doing
it next year if the opportunity arises.”

This was “a happy mingling of all generations.” I felt “such delight in watching the children playing.” There was
“great food, and ample choices,” and this was such “an opportunity to meet new people.”

“The highlight...... was the honor of witnessing Beth jump rope and chew gum at the same time. Seriously - the
best part of the weekend was feeling from the moment I arrived until I was back on the expressway heading north,
that time had stopped and I could truly just be in the moment. The conversations, food, activities and beach walks
were just colors to that moment in time.”

“All weekend my soul rejoiced; and smiled and smiled and smiled!”
--Anne Kinney Denominational Connections Rep. (Mark your calendars NOW for April 15-17, 2011!!)
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Collection 3

# OF PEOPLE NEEDED
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WEB MASTER WANTED
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