THE OPEN DooRr

NEWSLETTER OF THE FIRST UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
(UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST) AUBURN, MAINE
159 PLEASANT STREET (SIDE DOOR) AUBURN, ME 04210
(207) 783-046 1 - UUAUBURN@MYFAIRPOINT.NET
WEBSITE: WWW.AUBURNUU.ORG
SUNDAY WORSHIP AND RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION AT 10 AM

AN OFFICIAL UUA WELCOMING CONGREGATION:
ALL ARE WORTHY, ALL ARE WELCOME!

We need not think alike to love alike- - Francis David MARCI", 20 ’ ’

News From Team Sabbatical

We had a great turnout for Jodi’s last day

) Hindu before her sabbatical. Jodi’s sermon

E Islam addressed the pilgrimage ahead for the

ﬂ Jewish congregation and for herself, hoping for a
T - deep and meaningful time of growing for
0 Unitarian universatisc. @l Of Us. The service included the gift of a
@ Tao necklace for Jodi, commemaorating her 10
D; Buddhist years of service to UU Auburn and sending

her with tangible evidence of our love for
her as she begins her journey. Kitsie shared a lovely benediction for Jodi,
where the congregation spoke the words we often use for the kids “We hope
your heart and spirit grows strong, we hope there is always happiness in your
life, we hope you always know how important you are to us, we love you.”
What a lovely blessing! (See complete text below.)

The choir finished with “A Choral Benediction”
and our spiritual journey begins. Following the
service, we greeted Jodi downstairs with a truly
hideous but delicious cake which included the
phrases “Rest, renewal, rebirth”, “May the road
rise with you” and, for the kids (and us) “are we
there yet”. The cake had a huge rainbow with
more frosting than anyone could possibly eat, and
some shamrocks to celebrate their planned family
excursion to Ireland in the summer. The hideous cake was followed by a
hideously unrehearsed version of “She’s Leaving in a Nissan Altima”..sung in
multiple keys to the tune of “Leaving on a Jet Plane” with the charming
lines..”Michael’s waiting, he’s blowing his horn” and ”"Oh Jodi, get reborn.”

Sunday the 27" begins the real Journey for the congregation with our annual
music service with assistance from Team Sabbatical. The theme? Journey.
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Jodi will be back in late August, preaching by mid-September. We wish her a wonderful time of REST, RENEWAL and
REBIRTH. If you have ANY questions during these next 6 months, don’t hesitate to talk to Team Sabbatical members
(look for the bright turquoise shirts), Board members, or worship associates. Sabbatical news is on the bulletin board as
you walk into the sanctuary.

-- Elen O’Brien, for Teamv Sablbatical

JODI'S BLESSING:

Jodi, we who are blessed to call you our minister, offer this blessing on your upcoming months of renewal, as
you “rest in the grace of the world”:

May you experience the fullest gifts of Sabbath time, with opportunities for
inner stillness, for deep listening and solitude...nurturing your own spiritual
growth as you have nurtured ours;

May you have the thrill of new adventures, that open up as-yet-unknown
vistas and possibilities;

May you delight in the joy of uninterrupted time with your precious family —
with Michael, Kaia, and Tessa—to sing and read and dance and eat and play together

May you be nourished by the rhythms of the earth over these spring and summer months, as you plant your
own seeds of renewal, feel them take root, bud and blossom;

May you trust completely that will be fine here. We will care for one another as you have cared for us. We will
miss you greatly, but we are wound and bound together, with each other, and with you;

And finally, in the words of our children’s blessing:
Jodi, we hope your heart and spirit grows strong.
We hope there is always happiness in your life.
We hope you always know how important you are to us.
We love you.

--Kitsie Claxton

From President Anne Perow:

Dearest congregation,

It is canvass time again. [ have to confess...money is absolutely my least favorite topic of conversation. I think
maybe it stems from my life before UUship. When I was a child, I went to a Catholic church with my parents. I
remember "bucking" the system and the teachings right from the get-go. [ remember Sunday after Sunday of
listening to the "Father" (pastor) speak of how much we should give and how guilty we should feel if we don't.
Will “Satan come beggin’ at my door?" I have never been a believer in Satan. Actually, looking back, I think I
was born an earth centered UU. It was such an incredible turn off for me that I still cringe at the thought of
talking about money as we speak of it. In the past I have pledged "time". I would pick a project around the
church building and use my time/ resources / and knowledge of the trades to give back to this wonderful
community which gave me sooo much.



This year, after 5 or so years on the board, and 17 years in the congregation, I have decided to give in two ways.
I know how very important it is to keep our wonderful building heated and our amazing staff paid. And I also
know all the projects that need to be done,...like finishing off the entry way to the office. So, although this past
economical plunge left me and my family severely injured financially, I am going to do my best to make a small
financial pledge AND get some building projects done. I know a lot of you are probably in the same boat as I
am, struggling to live comfortably, and unsure of our financial future. But giving of my time and talent seems to
be a spiritual practice now. This amazing community gives to me and my family so much! And (this may sound
selfish), I also feel deep gratification when I volunteer. It feeds a part of me inside.

--Anwe Perrovw

February Board Briefs:

Gratitude — Thank you to: Toby Haber-Giasson and Anne Kinney for organizing the All-Church Birthday
Party; Jim Chaplin for stepping up as Canvass Chair; Bob Thorpe for finding chairs for the chapel; Mary Kay
Weisenberger for organizing Jodi’s Sabbatical Farewell on 2-20-11; Sara Karam for her work at the Chili Cook-
off; Diane and Jim Chaplin for assisting with the purchase of the replacement kitchen stove; and Bob Thorpe for
the remainder of the stove purchase and his installation of additional vestry outlets. Our deep appreciation!

Refining and defining how we work together — We are finding that today’s email technology enhances our
ability to communicate between meetings, but it also presents complexities for the board to consider! Anne
Kinney searched for email voting policies developed by other UU churches but none surfaced. She found that
as a non-profit organization, Auburn UU can be guided by state law governing non-profit entities. Although
Maine law does not specifically reference email voting, it does make provision for boards to take action without
meeting in person. We will continue to study the issue and have a task force develop an Email Decision-
Making Policy that will detail when email decisions are appropriate, how issues are presented, and the process
for entering decisions into written records. Outside of this, we will try to be mindful of levels of importance or
urgency when issues come to us and clarify responsibility, while making sure people are heard.

The Board has begun to hold two meetings a month. We are also educating ourselves about “Consent Agendas”
which can be incorporated into regular Board agendas as a way of approving routine items such as minutes and
reports, and thus streamlining the meeting process.

Hiring a Sexton — The Finance Committee has requested that we hire a Sexton - with the expectation that
his/her salary would come primarily from rental fees. We will develop a job description, a tentative contract
form, and check with members and friends about their interest in such a position before we advertise outside the
church.

Other Business - Several board positions will be open for new candidates at the June Annual Meeting, as will a
few committee chair positions. Robin Smutny is making sure we have up-to-date descriptions to pass along to
the Nominating Committee so they can begin their work.

If you have any questions regarding the content of the report, feel free to contact a Board member. Please note
that Board meetings are open to all, and as a general rule are held on the second and fourth Mondays of each
month unless it’s a holiday. Our next meetings are Monday, March 14" and Monday, March 28", both at 6:30

p-m.
-- Arnne Kinney and PJ Meaws; fllling in for Emily Wright-Timko-, clerk



Fromt the Flnance Commaittee:

February 25, 2011 Finance Committee Update

Treasurer’s Report

Current Status as of February 23, 2011 or 66% of our budget year. Overall for income we are at 68% of our
income and 59% of our expenses

Percentage

Budget Achieved YTD
Income Budget of $151,135 68%
We have received income up to this point
Pledges 70%
Gifts 72%
Fundraising 81%
Building Use 50%
Other Income 33%
Interest Income 27%
159 Rental 59%
Expenses of $154,005 59%
We have paid expenses up to this point
Dues 47%
Ministry 60%
Music 61%
Religious Exploration 54%
Administration 60%
Building & Grounds 61%
159 Pleasant Street 50%
Committee's and Governing 81%

We continue to plan for the Members and Friends dinner scheduled for March 5™ at 5:30 p.m. If you have not
been asked to sit at a table, please contact Linda Borth or Cindy Greathouse at 786-6720.

---Cindy Greathouse; Finance Committee Chavir

2011-2012 ANNUAL ALL CHURCH CANVASS
The Annual (It's Time to Step Up) Canvass is now underway. This is an opportunity to speak personally and
directly with each other regarding the importance of the church in our lives. Everyone has stories to tell about
their spiritual journey, personal experiences and the unexpected gifts we’ve all received from this faith
community. By thinking deeply and listening to each other, we learn to appreciate what a gift we have in
belonging here. And, we’ll want to support the church to the best of our ability and willingness to do so.

Here’s my advice about preparation for a canvass visit: 1) Think deeply about what a difference our church has
made in your life; 2) discuss with your partner, a friend and/or your canvasser the importance of supporting our
mission and our Unitarian Universalist principles; and 3) be prepared to make a difference by pledging a
generous amount. We can all do our part by agreeing to meet with our canvasser when they call. And, when
asked for a gift, remember that it’s time to step up.

THANKS!

---Jimv Chapling Carwass Chaiv.
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News From Religlous Exploration

Director of Religious Exploration Clara Bolduc will be on maternity leave through May 8th. For March, RE
will continue with regular classes. If you have questions about the program, please contact Religious
Exploration Chair Jeremiah Bartlett.

Also, here is a link to a UU Parenting Blog we thought you might find helpful:
http://blogs.uuworld.org/parenting/

A A A A N Y A Y b

Building and Grounds Report
When one of the three electric ranges in our kitchen developed problems, not worth repairing,
we met with several church members who customarily use the kitchen to review kitchen uses

and needs based on our current activities and projected future programs. The following issues
came to light.

Three ovens are important for large meals such as the planned dinner on March 5.

More counter space is needed for preparing meals.

More electric outlets were requested for slow cookers and microwaves, etc.

Replace the old worn out food disposer and sink with new unit and dress up the dirty-dish
return.

ol .

We have been chipping away at this list and are pleased to report:

a) We found a good used electric range with a 1 year warranty that now fits nicely with the
other two ranges.

b) Kitchen counter space has been found by storing the coffee urns in cabinets below the
kitchen counter and setting up a table in the vestry with three new electric outlets, each
on a separate circuit, for Sunday morning Coffee Hour and other functions. The three
electric outlets can also serve 6 slow cookers for our Chili Cook Off, etc.

c) More electrical work is planned to upgrade the outlets above the kitchen counters.

d) A proposal has been developed to provide for a new food disposer and sink to upgrade the
pre-rinse area. This will be discussed as the new FY 2011-12 budget is prepared.

---Bob-Thorpe

Attention all volunteers:
| Have you ever helped clean up after an event? Wondered what to do in the vestry?

The kitchen doors should be closed when the kitchen is not in use, thus saving a few gallons of oil with a cold
| kitchen.

From the Membership Committee
Join us on March 6th for Nametag-making plus a ticket giveaway to Lewiston -Auburn Film Festival.

Along with their nametag-making session downstairs in the vestry during coffee hour on March 6th, the
Membership Committee will be holding a raffle for two passes to LAFF, the Lewiston-Auburn Film Festival. A
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donation of $1 is requested for the $44 value. A film festival pass entitles bearer to attend all films, workshops
and Q&A sessions as part of the Lewiston Auburn Film Festival, including the Pal Hop Days event at the
Franco American Heritage Center. Come see us and meet new member and filmmaker Craig Saddlemire whose
film entitled Cat Window will be featured at LAFF. Drawing will be held same day. Winner does not have to be
present.

Want to beat the winter blahs? Why not attend L-A's first ever film festival to be held on April 2nd. What a
great way to get together with your friends and neighbors to celebrate your city, meet filmmakers, and be
inspired.

---Bethv Ayotte

Lots to Gardens is accepting applications for their Summer Youth Gardeners program now. The program is
for youth ages 14-18 who live in Androscoggin County. If you, or anyone you know, is interested contact Ari
at lotstogardens@gmail.com or 513-3844 for more information.

Adult RE is looking for participants in the following exploration:

"Our Relationships..."
Come and explore our relationships with work and service, money, our bodies, family, death and dying, world
troubles, and our spiritual and physical practice. Each session will be structured with an opening reading,
questions to ponder individually and together during a time of sharing our thoughts, and end with another

reading. Copies of plans for the entire seven weeks will be available at the first session.

When: Beginning Thursday March 10th (We will meet every other Thursday, 3/10, 3/24, 4/7, 4/21, 5/5, 5/19,
6/2)

Where: Church Parlor
Time: 6:30 pm - 8 pm

Please Contact Peter Floyd if you have any questions. If you are not able to contact him, please feel free to
meet the group at the church and participate.

Save the date, the annual Service Auction is May 1st after service. This is our second largest fundraiser, if you
would like to donate or volunteer please contact Nicole Rush for more information.




Purim Service March 20
Sunday, March 20th, Worship Associates Ari Rosenberg and Charles Nero will be leading a service focused on the Jewish holiday Purim. For
those of you who are less familiar with the holiday--Purim is the celebration of when Queen Esther saved the Jews from Haman, a minister to
the King of the Persian empire. Traditionally Jews celebrate the holiday by dressing up as characters from the story, actively engaging in the
story of Esther when it is read, imbibing, and eating hamantaschen (a Jewish pastry). Wisdom literature suggests that the focus on imbibing
strong drink and eating is to encourage celebrants to blur the boundaries created by social categories, as is the case with Queen Esther. She
was Jewish, yet her marriage to a gentile (non-Jewish) king placed her in a unique position to save her peaple from destruction. Charles and
Ari invite everyone in the congregation to dress with the theme of "blurring boundaries” in mind for our own congregational celebration of
Purim. We encourage you to think imaginatively about the boundaries that contain and constrain us, and how blurring them might pose
creative solutions for our liberation.

Council of Committees
CofC offers a unique opportunity for dialog and coordination between the different groups in church. Chairs (or
designated committee members) attend these monthly forums. If you are curious, you are welcome to attend, as
well!

Our next meetings are March 13 and April 3 in the Outright room, 11:30.

Lake Auburn in Late February

Beneath a snug white overlay

the lake sleeps unmindful of my

restive compulsion to sound the alarm.

It doesn't heed the insistent wind

that rattles like castanets the

bristling brown grasses, the same

wind that sends sheets of loose snow
skittering like iceboats over the

slick cold surface.

The lowering sun casts shadows,

blue like tempered steel along the
snowmobile tracks.

How calm it is! The waters tranquil

in their icy thrall remain immovable.

[ am once again reminded

that in due season without thought

or debate they will rise reborn as new.
How paradoxically profound

yet simple, this predictable unpredictability
of all things earthly. --Peawl Tibbetty Sawyer




COMMUNITY RELATIONS
Thanks to webmaster Nathan Babb, the church website at www.auburnuu.org has been updated with our latest
information. We are looking at formats for a new site in the coming months which will allow for more
flexibility in making updates.

Did you know the homepage of www.auburnuu.org features a news page with our latest events? Visit it and
see. It's a good quick way to check in on the latest church events!

Seen the church Facebook page lately? Grayling Cunningham has been posting interesting links and stories you
may want to explore. Also featured are daily prayers and meditations for UUs. Check it out!

gocial Justice Cornher

Our own Ari Rosenberg is now a Social Justice celebrity! Her letter to the editor of UU World, responding to
an article entitled, "Dinner with Monsanto," was excerpted in the Spring 2011 issue, and can be viewed online
at http://www.uuworld.org/issues/175478.shtml. Ari's is a knowledgeable voice for Ethical Eating!

The 2011 Second Sunday Collection schedule is:
March, 2011 Minister's Discretionary Fund
April, 2011 Center for Prevention of Hate
May, 2011 Lots to Gardens
June, 2011 Outright/LA

The total Second Collection tally for last year was $2800, only 10% off the previous year's donations. This is a
testament to your generosity and concern for local non-profits, in these hard times.

Reinventing Valentines' Day- SJ prepared 30 Valentine fun packs for the Outright youth, featuring cards from
our RE youth, candy and stickers. Thanks for donating items: Peggy Cox, Linda Borth and Cindy Greathouse,
and Emily Wright-Timko

Can you donate any of these to the church?

- boots and clothing (esp. large women’s' sizes, or baby items). Place on the rack in the vestry.

- old cell phones (& accessories) and printer cartridges (not toner, please). Place on the SJ table in vestry
-- §ocCial Justice Committee

OPEN MIC

S YEARS OF OPEN MIC in MARCH
'Z‘g%é%é"longlg February's Open Mic and Poetry Slam attracted 15 performers--four new faces, and many new

e audience members! Anyone who was there will tell you it was a magical experience of the
' | spirituality of music and spoken word.

.“ﬁ‘&?{ ;fﬂ If you haven't already come down, please join us for this very special edition. The 5th
ret Unversaist cancase o] ATIDEVETSary of Open Mic/Poetry Slam is Friday, March 11, 7:15 in the Vestry. Yummy
refreshments and the children's room are available, and admission is FREE.

159 Ploasai 5+, Avburi (acress Cram Dairy Jay)
W 003UbUTR.OF ] TE3-0461
SECoND FRIDAY of EACH MoNTH
7:00 SIGN UP 7:30 START

Join Open Mic's Facebook page at "Auburn UU Open Mic and Poetry Slam" to see pictures
and receive reminders.



UU Theater

UUTheater's V-Day aUbUrn 2011 Shows: One Old and One New

UU Theater will stage two V-Day aUbUrn events this spring. On March 12 at 7pm and March 13 at 2pm,
UUT will present ""Any One Of Us: Words from Prison." This show is written by Vagina Monologues author
Eve Ensler. Using graphic stories of women in prison, Ensler's show highlights the fact that incarceration of
women is often the direct result of violence against them.

Karen Lane will direct the cast, featuring both members and friends: Siiri Cresci, Melissa Farrington, Toby
Haber, Stephanie Hughes, Betsy Mallette, Bridget McAlonan, Julie Middleton, Mary Morin, and Madeline
Strange.

V-Day aUbUrn will also mount ""The Vagina Monologues' on Saturday, April 2 at 7pm, in cooperation with
Sexual Assault Crisis Center (SACC). A portion of the proceeds from both these shows will benefit Women of
Haiti.

Auditions for The Monologues will be held March 6, 11:30-1pm. If you cannot attend the auditions, set up an
appointment by contacting Karen Lane.

BACKSTAGE NOTE- UU Theater is proud to share with our congregation that we inspired First Parish in
Portland to produce "The Vagina Monologues" for the first time in February. After one of their members
appeared in our show, she was convinced that theater is a great way to share our church messages.

Heads Up for the Bates Clean Sweep!
Spring IS coming and with it comes the opportunity for us to again participate in the Bates Clean
Sweep program. This event, staffed by local non-profits such as ours, is essentially a huge tag sale
populated with items the students leave behind when they move out. Volunteers are needed to collect
items from residence halls around campus, sort, organize, clean, and price items for sale day, work at
the sale, and help clean up after the sale. Organizations who provide the volunteers divide the profits
of the sale based on their level of participation. Over the past three years, we have raised $3000+ for
the general fund based on our participation in this event. We anticipate we will start receiving
organizational information for this year's event from Bates in April. So please be alert for information
in future orders of service, email blasts and next month's newsletter on how you can get involved in
this. The more people/hours we donate to the project, the more money we earn!

--- Mawy Low Hofmawruwv



"TOM FOOLERY”: LIGHTER TOUCH & SERIOUS ISSUES
AT NNED ANNUAL MEETING APRIL 1-2

What else could be the theme for an April Fool’'s weekend gathering of the congregations in our
Northern New England District (NNED)?! The occasion is the Spring Conference and Annual
Meeting of the NNED. It will take place Friday April 15 and Saturday April 2" at the Red Jacket Inn,
North Conway, N.H.

We expect to have a number of representatives attending from our church including Maryat Lessard,
Anne Kinney, Anne Perron, Bonnie Soper, and Christine Babb. Others interested are encouraged to
join us. (Riding a unicycle or wearing a fool’s hat is an asset at this conference!)

The event begins Friday evening with a banner parade where our own church banner will be
displayed, to be followed by a multigenerational celebration of April Fool's Day.

The Saturday morning keynote address, “The Heart Needs Courage,” will be given by Rev. Tom
Chulak, longtime UU parish minister (and brother of our District Executive, Rev. Mary Higgins). He is
described as a funny and lively presenter. He’'ll lead us in the examination of such questions as,
“What keeps us from being more bold? What keeps us from acting on our convictions? What keeps
us from being more courageous?” And “what is it going to take to break down some of the barriers
between adults and youth? We will explore the courage it takes to cross boundaries and open up.”

In addition to music, worship, and exhibits, Saturday’s schedule includes district business and
presentation of District Awards. There will also be breakout sessions on a variety of topics:

1. The Heart Needs Courage, Continuing Conversation, Rev. Thomas Chulak and Rev. Mary
Higgins.

2. Building Courage and Hope Towards Environmentally Sustainable Community, NNED
Environmental Sustainability Task Force.

3. Small Group Ministry for All Ages: UU Humor, NNED Small Group Ministry Committee.

4. Building Community Through Music in Worship, Sarah Dan Jones, President of the
Unitarian Universalist Musicians Network.

5. Congregationally Based Justice Work, Rev. Karen Brammer, NNED, with presentations by
congregations engaged in this work.

6. A Taste of Harvest (the Power), Angela Matthews, Plymouth, NH, and George Anderson,
Tamworth, NH. - hands on training in lay leadership.

Interested members and friends will find more information about the conference posted on our church
bulletin board in the hallway. Early bird registration deadline is March 11", with a final registration
deadline — with higher rates - of March 23" (walk-ins are not allowed).

Conference information and online registration is on the district web site at www.nned.uua.org. For
additional information about the Red Jacket Inn, Indoor Water Park and directions, visit
www.redjacketmountainview.com.

---Arne Kinmney, Denominaiional Affairs Represeniative

10



UU AUBURN - MARCH, 2011

Sunday Monday
Mar 2011

S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 1 25 + 26

27 28 29 30 31

Tuesday

Wednesday

2

Adult RE 6:30-8
pmin Parlor V
Day rehearsal

6pm

Thursday

3

Friday

4

6pm Outright
L/A "Drop-in"
(R)

Saturday

5

Luncheon
11-3pm
(Andi Locke

Mears)
CANVASS
DINNER
5:30-8:30

6

7

8

10

11

12

Worship and RE at Co-Counseling V-Day rehearsal Dress Rehearsal 6pm Outright V-Day 6pm
10am, then Coffee 7-9pm (R) 6pm "’gny One of Us" L/A "Drop-in" call - 7pm
pm Adult RE
Hour - Nametag "Our (R) Show
making -Second Relationship" OPEN MIC
Collection- Minister's 6:30 Men's 7:15pm -
Discretionary Fund - Gr°“F(’R,7)'9pm NNED
Vagina Monologues Registration
Auditions 11:30-1 deadline
Worship and RE at Sabbatical Men's Group 6pm Outright
10am, then Coffee Committee Membership (R) 6-9pm L/A "Drop-in"
Hour - Finance 5:15pm -Board Meeting (R)
Committee 8:30 - Mtg 6:30pm- 6:30pm Adult
Council of Co-Counseling RE 6:30 -8 in
Committees 11:40 - 7-9pm (R) Parlor
V-Day 2pm
(Purim Service) Co-Counseling Adult RE Newsletter
Worship and RE at 7-9pm (R) "Our Deadline
10am, then Coffee Relationship" 6pm Outright
Hour - Retreat for 6:30 Men's L/A Movie
Board 12-4pm in Group 7-9pm Night(R)
vestry FERRY (R)
BEACH registration
deadline
Worship and RE at Board meeting Adult RE 6:30-8 Men's Group
10am, then Coffee 6:30-8 - in Parlor 7-9pm (R)
Hour Co-Counseling
7-9pm (R)

For an up-to-date calendar, visit auburnuu.org and click on "Calendar." - (R) is a rental event.




