The Open Door

Newsletter of The First Universalist Church
(Unitarian Universalist) Auburn, Maine
159 Pleasant Street (side door) Auburn, ME 04210
(207) 783-0461 - uuauburn@myfairpoint.net
Website: www.auburnuu.org
Sunday Worship and Religious Exploration at 10 AM

An official UUA Welcoming Congregation:
All Are Worthy, All Are Welcome!

We need not think alike to love alike- - Francis David J une, 2 01 0

“Expect nothing,” writes Alice Walker. “Live frugally on surprise.”

And,

“Awake awhile.

It does not have to be

Forever,

Right now.

One step upon the Sky's soft skirt
Would be enough.”

Writes Persian poet, Hafiz.

Both excerpts are apt reminders as we move into the slow (or at least
slower) summer months that attentiveness to “what is” offers its own
blessings. Summer brings with it longer days, vacation with friends and
family for many, and almost an overabundance of sensory input- vibrant
colors, smells, sensations....There is much opportunity to “live frugally on
surprise” when we raise our eyes from the ground, or the computer, or the
paper, still our racing minds, and awaken to all that surrounds us.

During these rich summer months, may we all take the time, and
experience the rich blessings that surround us.
And may your days and nights be blessed,




CALL TO MEETING
First Universalist Church, Unitarian Universalist Auburn, Maine

The Board of Directors requests your attendance at the Annual Spring Congregational Meeting of the
members of the First Universalist Church on June 6, 2010, immediately following worship service. The
agenda for that meeting contains the following items:

+ Accept Minutes from the 2009 Annual Meeting

+ Report from the Minister

+ Vote on the Budget

+ Vote on the Leadership Slate

+ Update on status of micro-loan fund

+ Receive written reports from Committee Chairs (via the Annual Report)

As always, members and friends are invited and welcome to attend all meetings; however, only members
are permitted to vote.
--- Respectfully Submitted, Emily Wright-Timko, Board Clerk

Buildings and Grounds

Bob Thorpe visited the Board to request support for Buildings and Grounds projects, including repair of the
chimney at 159 Pleasant St., repair of the side porch serving the church office, and repair of flashing and
woodwork above the platform in the steeple. Anne Kinney suggested applying for a Chalice Lighter’s Grant
from the District. Bob also informed us that the leftover funds from Arlene Sieckowski will go towards a
Leadership Development fund.

Status of Micro-loan Funds

There have been suggestions that the funds the Social Justice committee has intended for a micro-loan
project be applied to the Leadership Fund. Because this decision should be made by the congregation, and
will likely be one laden with emotion, the Board hopes to set out a careful process of discussion over the
summer and early fall, leaving open the possibility of a vote at the fall meeting. There will be an opportunity
to ask questions about this process at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 6™ after the service.

Spiritualist Church

In July the Spiritualist Church will begin using the small chapel off of the sanctuary for their regular
services. We negotiated a fee and a 90-day trial contract with them. We felt their goals and spirit aligned well
with our own; they are very grateful for the use of the space!

Budget

We discussed concerns about a possible tight budget for the upcoming fiscal year. This is partly due to fewer
pledges, but also due to the Finance Committee making more conservative estimates about current unknowns
such as new member pledges, building use, and uncertain income sources. Basically, we’re playing it safe in

order to be pleasantly surprised by abundance!




Annual Meeting

We changed the date of the Annual Meeting from June 13™ to June 6™ because important parties were unable
to be present. We decided on the agenda for the meeting, which is included elsewhere in this newsletter,
mailed to your home, sent to your email inbox, and posted in the church! The meeting will be brief, and your
attendance is important!

Discussion of Chapter 4 of “The In-Between Church” by Alice Mann

How can understanding of community demographics affect how we understand our purpose in the
community, who we can best serve and what our strengths and weaknesses are with those populations (i.e.
disenfranchised populations, LGBTQ, those struggling with their economic or mental health status, lapsed
Catholics, families, etc...)?

If you have any questions regarding the content of the report, feel free to contact a Board member. Please
note that all Board meetings are open to all, and are held on the third Monday of each month unless it’s a
holiday. Our next meeting will be Monday, June 21% at 6:30 p.m.

~Emily Wright-Timko; Board Clerk

News Bulletin-New Member Classes
New Member Classes will be held on Sunday after church on June 13", Wednesday
evening, June 23"", and Sunday after church on June 27"". We welcome those who are
considering becoming a member of our faith community or anyone who is seeking to learn
more about the history, theology, and practices of Unitarian Universalism. Those interested
in participating may call the church office at 783-0461, email uuauburn@myfairpoint.net, or
contact Rev. Dr. Jodi Cohen Hayashida or anyone on the Membership Committee.

Since last month's newsletter, our financial outlook has improved a bit. We have received a good amount of
our outstanding pledge income, and our annual service auction exceeded our fundraising goal for the year.
The finance committee is working diligently to present the congregation with a balanced budget for the
2010-2011 church year at the upcoming annual meeting, though we are facing some difficult choices.

And just in case you might be thinking that attending the annual meeting, with its discussion of income and
expense budgets (among other items), is the antithesis of "spiritual practice", let me share with you a quote
by Dan Hotchkiss from his book, Governance and Ministry: Rethinking Board Leadership: "It is important
to remember that no goal is so purely spiritual that it requires no money, space or time, and that no action is
so financial as to lack ethical or spiritual implications."

I want to encourage the bean counters and the visionaries - and the visionary bean counters! - to participate
in this year's annual meeting on Sunday, June 6.

--- Christine Babl
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SN [~ 3171 Join us for RE SUNDAY on June 6™
ﬁ/_":i Our annual RE Sunday marks the end of our year in RE. It’s a time to
- // ‘ \\ celebrate our children, and all they’ve learned and accomplished in church

y \| over the recent months.
Q_{_?’ This year, our children have been learning about and celebrating the
' Seventh Principle of Unitarian Universalism: Respect for the
Interdependent Web of all Life. As part of this exploration, we’ve been
talking a lot about the awe-inspiring, life-giving rainforests. This year’s RE Sunday will be a Celebration
of Rainforests, led by our children. We hope you’ll be sure to attend!
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RE Committee Retreat Scheduled for June 13"

After the service on June 13th, the RE Committee will head out to Taylor Pond for a potluck and discussion
about next year’s RE program. This retreat is open to parents and anyone else interested in getting
involved in the RE program. We’ll be deciding on next year’s curricula, as well as taking a closer look at
some of the strengths and opportunities for growth in our program. Interested in volunteering with us in
the fall? This would be a great chance to get to know the program better! See Clara for more details.

SUMMER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES!

During the summer months, our Sunday morning RE classes do not meet. Instead, we strive to provide
weekly multiage crafting activities for our children. These Sunday morning activities are dependent on
our volunteers! We need two volunteers for each Sunday in the summer, from June 20t through
September 5th. Crafting supplies will be provided!

Please contact Clara if you're available and interested in helping out!
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“Nourishing Traditional Diets” - Wednesday, June 2 from 6-8pm
A Presentation of the Auburn/Lewiston Chapter of the Weston A. Price Foundation,
narrated by Andi Locke Mears. For more information call Andi at 784-7287. Flyers are on
the Church bulletin board.




Council of Committees
Council piloted a Sunday meeting in May after services, to encourage attendance by more committee chairs. In
the new church year, meetings will be held alternating 2nd Sundays- more news to come!

CofC will be putting together a survey to determine your interest areas and affinity groups. This information
will be of use to several groups in the church. Look for it in an email, and in print at the annual meeting.
Thanks for your help.

June Bacchanalia

This romance

was too hot not

to cool off. When July

crooked her come-hither finger,
there was no holding you back.

The affair, too brief,

leaves imprint of your ardor---

the gifts of exquisite excess.

You whetted my passion

and | drank too much of

heaven-sent lilacs and bridal

wreath cascading down a wall;

the intoxicating essence of

mock orange.

Bridal Wreath! Orange blossoms!
What promises you dangled

before my dazzled eyes.

And, blind to your duplicity,

| fell. You wreathed me in greenery,
swathed me with a whole palette

of green in hues and tints,

such shades of green I'd never seen.
And strawberries! You fed me
strawberries, trickled the juice

from my lips down onto my bosom
as drunkenly I reveled in the taste
and fragrance. Such a skillful lover!
Even in departing, you gave me roses,
a solid wall of roses soft pink and deep
rose-pink, before you silently slipped




away. And fickle |, so bereft at parting,
still savoring the delicious extravagance
of that romance, moved forward,

arms outspread, to a torrid tryst

with July.
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gocial Justice Corner

-Social Justice thanked Deb Simpson for speaking at the May Coffee Party about the working of the state
legislative process. Plans for fall include using Appreciative Inquiry to hold civil discourse with legislators from
"both sides of the aisle."

-Also planned for fall, SJ will host a presentation about energy efficiency and our carbon footprints, sponsored
by Maine Interfaith Power and Light (MEIPL).

-Social Justice will meet Wednesday, June 30, at 6:30, to do Visioning for next year's SJ's efforts and events.
Please join us!
Note: Starting in September, SJ will meet the first Wednesday of the month.

-SJ wants to redouble efforts to use microloan money it administrates. Do you know of any local microloan
programs that benefit people in the L/A area? SJ needs your help in identifying recipients for a church fund.
Please contact Toby or Jodi.

-L/A Bus route update-L/A Transit Committee (LATC) is proceeding with Option A route modifications and
Saturday Service. Though our recommendation of Option C was not adopted, this is still considered an
important victory for the working people of our area. Thanks to all who wrote postcards and called their city
councilors!

-Bantu Mosque update- chairs have been found for the mosque. Thanks for your donations.

2nd collection is taken on the first Sunday of each month:
June, Advocates for Children

July, AWAP

Aug, New Beginnings

Sept, Advocates for Children

Oct, Minister's Discretionary Fund

Nov, AWAP

Dec, New Beginnings

--Social Justice Committee
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After 4 years, this FREE monthly event is still attracting new people who celebrate the

| ! spirituality of music and spoken word. Come join us the 2nd Friday of each month at 7:30
: s W | inthe vestry. Bring your friends and neighbors!
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([ * PeETRY SLAM | If you would like to donate baked goods to be sold for the Organ Fund, contact Ron

First UiiVersalist Church of Auburii -(31
rsf Universalist churci s bl Spoffard or Toby Haber-Giasson.

www.UUanQTﬂ'.?l’ﬁ T33-046!
SEcoND FRIDAY of EACH MoNTH
7:00 SIGN UP 7:30 START

') Southern Maine Pride Parade

It's been a tradition for a number of years now for members of First Universalist Church of Auburn to
carry our congregation’s Social Justice banner in June’s Southern Maine Pride Parade. The parade
is the culmination of a weeklong event celebrating glbtg pride in Maine, and advocating for equality.

This year we will gather again at 9:45 a.m. the morning of Saturday June 19" in the church parking
lot for car-pooling and final arrangements for all who wish to be part of our pride contingent. (Bring a
friend!) Registration for our group is $60, which our Welcoming Congregation Committee is able to
pay. Registration also requires that we have two people committed to carrying our banner and two
people willing to serve as street marshals as the parade is in progress. Last year when the day
arrived, it appeared we would not have enough people to march AND to fulfill our responsibilities as
street monitors. So we left our banner behind. As the line-up began in Portland, and march time
approached, suddenly there were more than a dozen of us from Auburn UU...families, children,
couples, singles...and it was great fun. But we marched without our banner! So friends, we do need
to know in advance if you are coming, and what role you can play. A marcher, a banner carrier, a
street monitor?

There will be several ways to let us know: Please leave your name and contact info on the Pride
Parade sign-up sheet in our church vestry at coffee hour, or email Anne Kinney at
uma@megalink.net. We will officially register Auburn UU when we get a sense of our numbers. We
will be given an official “location” in the parade, identified by a section and number — and we will need
to get you that information before-hand.

Parade line-up with floats, vehicles and marchers, begins at 10:30 a.m. at Monument Square in
Portland (generally around Congress, Center, & Preble Streets), and the march kick-off is at noon.
The parade ends in Deering Oaks Park where Pride Festival is held with entertainment, food, and a
variety of booths and vendors to visit.

MC of the festival will be Khris Francis, stand-up comic and vocalist, with additional entertainment
offered by Karen Grenier, the 2009 Boston Pride Idol winner; singer songwriter, Giorgi, & the



Smokes; the eclectic music group Under the Covers; blues and rock and roll artist, Megan Bayra;
long-time pop-singers, MeCa; and Portland’s own Naya’s Trance Belly Dancers.

Unitarian Universalists always have a strong presence at the parade and festival — don’t miss it!
--- Welcoming Congregation Committee

YUY 7Theater News
UU Theater was proud to donate $3,000 to the church from its profits, $500 above its pledge. Thanks to

support from you, the members and friends of Auburn UU, we sold tickets and playbill ads in excess of
expectations.

UUT is planning its summer family show. Auditions are coming up any day now- look for details soon! If you
want to help with any aspect of production- props, costumes, scenery, snacks, selling ads-- or want to buy an ad
in the playbill, please contact Toby, Pat, Karen or Nicole.

Early fall will start production on the Katrina Project. If you are interested in being in the show, or organizing a
panel discussion, contact Toby.

Please patronize our advertisers, as they support or efforts: Bead Shack, Beals Cleaners, Bread Shack, Caroline
Loupe, Dillingham funeral home, Dr. Haltof, Godin Auto, Fireside Stove, Holly's Own Deli, In the Company
of Women/Chontel McMunn, Jim's Rent-it, Marc's Auto, Mechanics Savings Bank, Michel M. Giasson
Architect, Next Step Business Coaching, Pam Price-Wharff Massage, Rainbow Federal Credit Union,
Vectorsonics, Yankee Boyz.

Do you use Publisher? We need someone to make playbill layouts for UU Theater- please
contact Toby at baywest@roadrunner.com if you can help!

CHALICE LIGHTERS - HELPING OUR LIGHT SHINE!
Have you signed up yet to be a Chalice Lighter?

The Chalice Lighter Program of the Northern New England District (NNED) is a brilliant and simple
way for each of us to live our covenant with one other and to directly support the growth and
development of Unitarian Universalism in our UU churches in Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont.

What is this all about? Well, individual Unitarian Universalists each make a small donation - the
proverbial drop in a bucket. But we then pool all our ‘little bits’ to create a substantial sum of money
for making significant grants to our congregations. (That means us, t0o.) Together we help
congregations build and remodel, add professional staff or take on a project to foster their growth.

How does it work? The district sends out a “Call” to enrolled Chalice Lighters - no more than three



times a year - and for each call you are asked to send a donation of $15 to help fund a project
requested by one of our churches. In the first year alone, the NNED successfully raised over $10,000
to help two congregations in Vermont!

You become a Chalice Lighter simply by filling out an Enrollment Form and sending it to the District
Office. You send no money, but simply wait for the time when a “Call” goes out. Our Denominational
Connections Committee will have information available for you to join this wonderful, collaborative
effort at our “Opportunity Fair” this fall.

The net result is that congregations may apply for Major Chalice Lighter Grants for building
projects, staff additions, or programs, with the confidence of knowing that when a “Call” goes out on
their behalf, financial support will be forthcoming.

Since here at First Universalist we want to be responsible stewards, and part of the solution for global
warming and climate change, we are looking at our own most urgent building repair requirements,
and how we can design solutions to save energy and reduce our carbon footprint. With some careful
review of our needs, priorities, and budget in mind, we hope to have your backing in applying for one
of next year’s Chalice Lighter grants.

-—-Denominational Connections Committee

“Be an opener of doors for such as come after thee.” Ralph Waldo Emerson

DO YOU HAVE A PROJECTOR? WE'D LIKE TO BORROW IT IN JUNE, TO STREAM SERVICES FROM

GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN MINNESOTA. CONTACT DENI OR TOBY, IF YOU HAVE ONE YOU CAN LEND
Us.

The Deadline for the Summer (July/August) issue of the Open Door will be

Saturday, June 26. Please submit material in a Microsoft Word document, or in
the body of your email, to Bob Wolf at robertewolf@myfairpoint.net.




