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JJJJodi’s Corner odi’s Corner odi’s Corner odi’s Corner ––––    Words from our MinisterWords from our MinisterWords from our MinisterWords from our Minister     

“I love the dark hours of my being. 
My mind deepens into them. 
There I can find, as in old letters, 
the days of my life, already lived, 
and held like a legend, and understood. 
 
Then the knowing comes: I can open 
to another life that's wide and timeless.” 
- Rainer Maria Rilke 
 

   The descending dark of this season often invites “dark hours of 
being.”  The barren landscape reflects and evokes the barren 
places of the soul- the places where we have been broken, the 
places devoid of hope, the places that keen and wail for what has 
been lost.  At the same time, the increasing cold refuses us many 
of the escapes we find in warmer weather, insisting that now, held 
fast by the howling winds and the falling snows, we will sit with 
these parts of ourselves until they are known and accepted. 
 
   These dark hours, both external and internal, are often difficult 
and profoundly painful.  While Rilke was able to love them, I’m not 
sure I’ve met anyone else who can say the same.  But it is 
nevertheless true that these periods of living are holy moments.  
For as this season also reminds us, new life begins in the dark- the 
seed in the earth, the child in the womb, our own transformed lives- 
wider and deeper, in the ashes of the old.  
   

    May we allow the deep dark of this season to lead us to the 
many places of our lives’ endings, knowing that in doing so, it will 
lead us, finally, to the places where our living will begin anew. 
 

    And may your days and nights be blessed,  JodiJodiJodiJodi    
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Lay Pastoral MinistryLay Pastoral MinistryLay Pastoral MinistryLay Pastoral Ministry    
   This past Sunday our congregation installed Sharon Kinsman, Ginny Starbird, and Mary Kay Weisenberger as 
lay pastoral visitors.  With their installation, we officially begin a new ministry that has been in development for 
about a year- the Lay Pastoral Ministry.   
 
   This new aspect of church life expands our ability to care for one another- remember that Sharon, Ginny, and 
Mary Kay will not be replacing the care that I offer, but rather supplementing it.   
 
   Each of these women have gifts and abilities that make them very well suited to the incredibly important work 
of caring  for the members of this congregation.  They have also been carefully trained. and we have planned 
and planned and planned in hopes of making this ministry a success.   
 
   It is also true that, as with all new things, there will likely be some kinks and bumps as we figure out how to 
do this work together.  We invite your constructive thoughts as we move ahead!   

JodiJodiJodiJodi 

    
Sermon Sermon Sermon Sermon ExcerExcerExcerExcerpt:pt:pt:pt:    
From "After the Vote, " preached by Jodi Nov. 8th 
“…all of these responses to the marriage equality law being overturned are true to this moment and holy:  our 
tears of grief water the soil of our souls, ensuring that we do not become arid husks of our former 
selves; the white heat of our rage will burn off the stench and filth that was spread across this state Tuesday, 
ensuring that we do not fall into despair; our visions of what yet may be will create pathways into the future, 
ensuring that we do not become trapped in the failures of the past. 
     
   All of these responses are true and holy, but I’m not sure that alone they are enough…. 
     
   I wonder if part of what we need this morning and in the days ahead is an affirmation of the sanctity of the 
love that was denied Tuesday. I don’t, for the most part, mean an external, public affirmation.  It goes without 
saying that the love shared by couples of the same gender needs no external validation to be legitimate or 
sacred.  What is holy is holy, whether the state of Maine agrees or not.  I don’t mostly mean an external 
affirmation, though since a public negation was offered, a public affirmation does seem appropriate.  Mostly 
what I mean is an internal reaffirmation of the sanctity of this love- a recognition that love was denied Tuesday, 
but it was not defiled…”    
    
President’s Message:President’s Message:President’s Message:President’s Message:    
   At this year’s Gingerbread Fair I could not be in the kitchen as I have been in past years, due to work 
obligations.  When I did finally arrive, the crew had everything under control and was doing a GREAT job.  
THANK YOU ALL!  

   After checking on things and letting everyone know that I was there and ready to work, my grandson Damian 
came to me and said “Bump, I have a present for you.”  Knowing D as I do, I figured it was something that he 
had picked up at one of the tables that had to do with Gingerbread.  To my great surprise it was not.  It was, 
however, something that I will treasure always.  He had purchased for me a necklace with Kokopelli.  It had 
been hand crafted and was made of beautifully colored beads.  He told me “I know how you love Kokopelli and 
I had to get him for you before someone else bought it and I couldn’t get it for you.”  I had to ask him if he 



 

knew anything about Kokopelli and he responded “H
was amazed! 

   As I worked the Fair, our conversation kept playing back in my mind.
became one of my favorite deities.  Damian’s gift reminded me I had chosen Kokopelli as one of my Spirit 
Guides when I was studying to be a Massage Therapist and 
rejuvenating powers.  Though he has been an im
him.  When Damian gave him to me, on that necklace, he opened a door in my heart that had been closed for far 
too long. 

   As we go into the Holiday season, I give you Kokopelli.

   Go into the season with him. A song in your heart from his flute, healing and r
spirituality from the seeds in the sack on his back.
those you love! 

AOYSA 

Donald C. Johnson, Board President  
 

NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember    Board Board Board Board BriefsBriefsBriefsBriefs    
   Gratitude- We thanked many individuals for their help making the “Wait and Celebrate” party such a success. 
Even though Question 1 passed and brought us all great sorrow, anger and disappointment, we were all ther
standing on the side of love. Thanks to Cindy Greathouse, Linda Borth, Clara Bolduc, Peter Floyd, Michael 
Hayashida, Charles Nero, Carmen Brochu, Christine and Nathan Babb.
We also thanked Jason Fisk for his work repairing the sanctuary wall. 
 
Action Items- a) We discussed our support of purchasing and displaying a 
banner from the UUA and talked about ways to afford it. We decided to first pursue funding it through member 
donations. The total cost will be $200 and a donation box will be at coffee hour each Sunday (or send in your 
check to the office). b) We clarified the expectations of the chair of Adult RE, and we continue our efforts to 
find someone to fill it! c) We considered software and hardware updates to the office computer, and 
of several photocopier options was distributed.
 
After having to cancel our Board retreat this month, we’re n
 
If you have any questions regarding the content of the report, feel free to contact a Board member. Please note 
that all Board meetings are open to all, and are held on the third
Our next meeting will be Monday, Dec. 21

----- Emily Wright-Timko , Clerk 
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ut Kokopelli and he responded “He is the God of Healing and newness.” He was right on.

As I worked the Fair, our conversation kept playing back in my mind.  I began thinking about how Ko
Damian’s gift reminded me I had chosen Kokopelli as one of my Spirit 

Guides when I was studying to be a Massage Therapist and Reiki Master because of his healing and 
Though he has been an important part of my life, I frequently forget my enthusiasm for 

When Damian gave him to me, on that necklace, he opened a door in my heart that had been closed for far 

As we go into the Holiday season, I give you Kokopelli.  

 

in your heart from his flute, healing and rebirth of your body and
e seeds in the sack on his back. Love, merriment and joy shared with those around you and 

 

We thanked many individuals for their help making the “Wait and Celebrate” party such a success. 
Even though Question 1 passed and brought us all great sorrow, anger and disappointment, we were all ther

Cindy Greathouse, Linda Borth, Clara Bolduc, Peter Floyd, Michael 
Hayashida, Charles Nero, Carmen Brochu, Christine and Nathan Babb. 
We also thanked Jason Fisk for his work repairing the sanctuary wall.  

a) We discussed our support of purchasing and displaying a “Standing on the Side of Love” 
anner from the UUA and talked about ways to afford it. We decided to first pursue funding it through member 

donations. The total cost will be $200 and a donation box will be at coffee hour each Sunday (or send in your 
the expectations of the chair of Adult RE, and we continue our efforts to 

find someone to fill it! c) We considered software and hardware updates to the office computer, and 
of several photocopier options was distributed. 

our Board retreat this month, we’re now aiming for a retreat in the w

If you have any questions regarding the content of the report, feel free to contact a Board member. Please note 
that all Board meetings are open to all, and are held on the third Monday of each month unless it’s a holiday.  

Monday, Dec. 21st, 6:30 p.m.  

e is the God of Healing and newness.” He was right on.  I 

I began thinking about how Kokopelli 
Damian’s gift reminded me I had chosen Kokopelli as one of my Spirit 

Master because of his healing and 
portant part of my life, I frequently forget my enthusiasm for 

When Damian gave him to me, on that necklace, he opened a door in my heart that had been closed for far 

ebirth of your body and  
Love, merriment and joy shared with those around you and 

We thanked many individuals for their help making the “Wait and Celebrate” party such a success. 
Even though Question 1 passed and brought us all great sorrow, anger and disappointment, we were all there—

Cindy Greathouse, Linda Borth, Clara Bolduc, Peter Floyd, Michael 

“Standing on the Side of Love” 
anner from the UUA and talked about ways to afford it. We decided to first pursue funding it through member 

donations. The total cost will be $200 and a donation box will be at coffee hour each Sunday (or send in your 
the expectations of the chair of Adult RE, and we continue our efforts to 

find someone to fill it! c) We considered software and hardware updates to the office computer, and a summary 

ow aiming for a retreat in the winter.  

If you have any questions regarding the content of the report, feel free to contact a Board member. Please note 
Monday of each month unless it’s a holiday.  
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From the Treasurer's desk 

   It's the time of year for giving thanks and expressing gratitude for the gifts and blessings in our lives. I have 
many things to be thankful for as the treasurer of First Universalist Church: we are meeting our fundraising 
goals, keeping expenses down and are mostly on track with pledge income. The UU Theater encore 
performance of "Hidden:  A Gender" raised over $1,000 in ticket sales and playbill ad revenue.  Our 
Gingerbread Fair is expected to slightly exceed its budgeted goal of $5,000 after the final expenses are tallied.  
Most of our members and friends are staying current with their pledge payments, and when we asked for 
donations to purchase a "Standing on the Side of Love" banner for the church, we were able to raise the money 
we needed in a single appeal. Your dedication and generosity continues to amaze and inspire me. Thank you so 
very much for all that you do to keep our faith community a strong and vibrant one. 
 
   It's not all good news, however - we are likely to fall somewhat short of our building use income goal for the 
year. We had hoped to be able to generate additional rental income from same-sex weddings in our sanctuary, 
but with the disappointing election results it looks like that will not be the case (not this year, anyway).  The 
Finance committee is working with Deni, our church administrator, to determine how much income we can 
expect to realize from the rental agreements we already have, and will continue to seek other creative ways to 
fill the gap. (If you have any ideas you would like to contribute, the Finance committee welcomes your 
participation at our monthly meetings - the next one will be on December 14 at 6:30pm.)   
 
   As we approach the end of the calendar year, I want to encourage everyone to keep their pledge payments up 
to date. In order for us to properly credit your pledge payments and donations for the 2009 tax year, we need to 
receive them no later than December 31. Thank you again, and may you enjoy a peaceful holiday season. 

--Christine Babb, Treasurer 
 
 

Building and Grounds Report, December, 2009  
   Thank you, Jason Fisk, for showing us your professional expertise by patching the hole in the 
plaster wall in the sanctuary.  

 
   Due to the nature of the 134 year old wall, the repair involved four stages, each using a 

special product. Other locations needing attention are high on the sanctuary walls that can best 
be repaired during the summer when there are fewer activities in the sanctuary to work around. 

 
   The double recessed entrances to our church from Pleasant Street as well as the kitchen 
entrance and canopy have been spiffed up this fall with a new coat of paint, thanks to a real 

team effort of the Building and Grounds Committee including Gerry Fox, Nathan Babb, Greg 
Bianconi, Ron Spofford and Deni Ballard. 

 
 Several projects are on tap for inside work this winter including: 
• Taping, plastering and painting the entry way to the church office at 159 Pleasant Street 

and the new coat closet in the lobby of the church. 
• Cleaning and painting the ceiling and walls of the RE room under the steeple as well as 

insulating more of the windows. 
 
   Volunteers interested in helping, kindly connect with Greg Bianconi or Bob Thorpe. 
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************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************    

News From Religious ExplorationNews From Religious ExplorationNews From Religious ExplorationNews From Religious Exploration    
Holiday PageantHoliday PageantHoliday PageantHoliday Pageant  
We hope to have all of our children participate in this year’s Holiday Pageant!  The pageant is 
environmentally themed and will be performed on Sunday, December 20 during the Sunday morning 
service.  There will be parts for all RE children 
    
If your child iIf your child iIf your child iIf your child is was not present on 11/29 when we assigned parts, but is interested in participating, s was not present on 11/29 when we assigned parts, but is interested in participating, s was not present on 11/29 when we assigned parts, but is interested in participating, s was not present on 11/29 when we assigned parts, but is interested in participating, 
please let me know!  We’ll be happy to find ways for him/her to be part of the performance.  Also, please please let me know!  We’ll be happy to find ways for him/her to be part of the performance.  Also, please please let me know!  We’ll be happy to find ways for him/her to be part of the performance.  Also, please please let me know!  We’ll be happy to find ways for him/her to be part of the performance.  Also, please 
let me know in advance if your child will be missing rehearsal let me know in advance if your child will be missing rehearsal let me know in advance if your child will be missing rehearsal let me know in advance if your child will be missing rehearsal on 12/6 or 12/13.  Thanks!on 12/6 or 12/13.  Thanks!on 12/6 or 12/13.  Thanks!on 12/6 or 12/13.  Thanks!    
    
Practice happens during regular RE class time - we ask that families make an effort to attend on all 
practice and performance Sundays, so our children can feel well-prepared and enjoy their performance 
experience.  (Those not interested in performing are still welcome and encouraged to attend on practice 
Sundays - we'll be making set pieces, costumes and will have other activities as well.  There will be plenty 
for everyone to do!)    

Secret Pen Pals 2010Secret Pen Pals 2010Secret Pen Pals 2010Secret Pen Pals 2010 
Beginning the first week in January, RE will run its annual “Secret Pen Pal” program.  This 
intergenerational activity is intended to foster and deepen connections within the congregation, 
especially between people who might not usually meet.  
 
Here’s how it works: All interested adults and children will sign up in December.  (We’ll have a sign-up 
sheet available at coffee hour starting 12/13.)  On Sunday, January 3rd, participants will be assigned a 
“Secret Pen Pal” identity.  They’ll write to their pen pal using this pretend identity for four weeks.  Then, 
on the fifth week, we’ll have a potluck during which we’ll reveal the real names of the pen pals!  You’ll 
have a chance to meet your pen pal in person, and get to know them over lunch! 
 
All RE children are encouraged to participate!  Writing skills are NOT necessary – you can send a drawing 
or a dictated letter, anything at all!   All church adults are encouraged to participate as well!  You DON’T 
have to be involved in RE.  It’s a great way to connect with the kids in our church who you might not 
otherwise get to know! 
    

It's time to Welcome A Guest At Your Table!It's time to Welcome A Guest At Your Table!It's time to Welcome A Guest At Your Table!It's time to Welcome A Guest At Your Table!  
Each year at this time, friends and families in our congregation participate in the UU tradition of "Guest 
at Your Table."  We bring home special boxes, place them at our tables and share our financial blessings 
with our "guests." You can learn more by visiting www.uusc.org. 
 
If you did NOT receive a Guest at Your Table box, you can pick one up from the RE bulletin board. 
We will close the Guest at Your Table program on Sunday, January 10, 2010, on which day donations will 
be collected here at the church.  We ask that donating parties convert the cash donations into check 
form, made out to the UUSC, as this will aid in tracking donations.  Cash donations will also gladly be 
accepted. 

I can be reached at DREuuAuburn@myfairpoint.net.  

-- Clara Bolduc, Director of Religious Exploration                                                                                                                           

************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************  
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Council of Committees (CofC) 
The Council is beginning a visioning process led by VP Anne Perron.  All chairs are encouraged to be part of 
this process to determine what we want from the Council.. 
 
The next CofC meeting is December 9, the second Wednesday of the month, at 6:30 pm.  Chairs meet in the 
church office conference room.  See you there. 
 
NOTE: Chairs who don't attend CofC are asked to submit an update to be read at the meeting. 

 

Reminder:  make sure dates are available and put your events in the office calendar! 
 
Publicity �ote: please give Toby 2 weeks' notice (min. 1 week) for events and news.  Priority must go to 
fundraisers and church events. 

 

    
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY EVENTSCHRISTMAS HOLIDAY EVENTSCHRISTMAS HOLIDAY EVENTSCHRISTMAS HOLIDAY EVENTS    

A.W.A.P:A.W.A.P:A.W.A.P:A.W.A.P:    

As we have done for several years now, we will be adopting families from the Abused Women’s Advocacy 
Project this year for Christmas. 
 
Once we have been assigned families, we will post their needs in the back of the sanctuary so that you might 
consider what you can donate to make their holiday season a bit brighter.  Remember, these are families that 
have survived the trauma of abuse and are now looking ahead to their futures- so anything we can do will make 
a difference. 

    

GROCERYGROCERYGROCERYGROCERY    GIFT CARDS:GIFT CARDS:GIFT CARDS:GIFT CARDS: 

We have had an incredible influx of people from within our larger community coming to the church office 
looking for food cards. Our supplies are extremely limited and we have to turn people away more often than 
not.  We invite you, next time you do your own grocery shopping, to purchase a gift card (The usual amount is 
$25.) to donate to the office, where we will joyfully distribute it to those in need! 

    

YULE GATHERING IN THE VESTRY:YULE GATHERING IN THE VESTRY:YULE GATHERING IN THE VESTRY:YULE GATHERING IN THE VESTRY:    

 An open Yule ritual and pot luck on Saturday, December 19, starting at 12:30pm with ritual to follow. Please 
bring a donation of a non-perishable food item for the Trinity Soup Kitchen. Hope to see you there!  
 

ANNUAL ANNUAL ANNUAL ANNUAL CHRISTMASCHRISTMASCHRISTMASCHRISTMAS    CONCERT:CONCERT:CONCERT:CONCERT:    

The annual Christmas Concert with  Dave Rowe and Phil House, will be held in the Sanctuary on Saturday, 
December 19 at 7 PM. Tickets for sale at the door. This is a highlight of our Christmas season! 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICECHRISTMAS EVE SERVICECHRISTMAS EVE SERVICECHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE:: 

We will hold our Christmas Eve service at 7:30 pm on  Dec. 24th.  This service of song and candlelight is one 
of the loveliest of the year!  
 
As always, we will hold a reception in the vestry following the service.  For all you bakers (or shoppers) out 
there, we invite you to bring treats to share! 
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CLARA BARTON COLLECTION:CLARA BARTON COLLECTION:CLARA BARTON COLLECTION:CLARA BARTON COLLECTION:    

Every year the church donates10% of the Christmas eve collection to the Barton Center for Diabetes 

Education, Inc., formerly known as the Clara Barton Camp for Girls with Diabetes, Inc. 

Should anyone wish to make a special donation for the Campership Fund, checks should be made to the 

Barton Center earmarked “Campership”.  
 
The Barton Center offers many programs for children with diabetes and their families. See the Fall 2009 issue 
of the Barton Spirit! newsletter on the bulletin board in the lobby. Take a few minutes to read the whole 
newsletter to understand how the children who experienced the camp and their families feel about the camp. 
Anyone who did not read the following article in last December¹s newsletter and is not familiar with The Barton 
Center For Diabetes Education, Inc. Here is the history of how this all came about. Submitted by Esther Tucker: 
 
Each December, when thinking about Christmas, Universalists remember Clara Barton who was born on 
Christmas day. Clara Barton, a Universalist, was the founder of the American Red Cross. 
In 1921 the Women¹s National Missionary Association of the Universalist Church purchased the Clara Barton 

Birthplace at North Oxford, Massachusetts, to make it into a monument to the life and work of Clara Barton.  

 

Thousands of lives have been touched and improved by that decision. In 1932  the Clara Barton Birthplace 
Camp for Diabetes Education and Treatment was established. This humanitarian project to honor Clara Barton 
is inspirational. The Clara Barton Camp for Girls with Diabetes was the only camp of its kind in the world 
that helped children to see a brighter future while living with diabetes. The donations of the Universalist 
women¹s groups maintained the camp and also made it possible to offer camperships.  
 
In 1960, when the Unitarian and Universalist Denominations merged to became one denomination, the 
Unitarian Universalist Women¹s Federation adopted the program. Locally, as long as our church had an 
organized women¹s group, there was an annual ingathering service in December or January to commemorate 
the birthday of Clara Barton. Dime cards in the shape of baseballs and stockings were filled. (The baseballs for 
the boys and the stockings for the girls.) The donations received from the baseballs went to the Elliot P. Joslin 
Camp for Boys with Diabetes. The women¹s group also raised money to send a local girl to the camp. 
 
Starting in 1989, when there was no longer an organized women’s group in the church, an Ingathering Service 
was held during a church service in December to continue the church¹s support of this worthwhile project In 
1998, instead of the Ingathering Service, the policy to give 10% of the collection received at the Christmas eve 
service was adopted. 

 

The Barton Center for Diabetes Education, Inc., formerly known as the Clara Barton Camp for Girls with 
Diabetes, Inc., continues to inspire children and empower families.   
 
As Clara Barton herself fought a continuous battle to meet the needs of others, let us also help to meet the needs 
of this worthy cause. 
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Doing Your Holiday Shopping Online This Year?? 
If so, consider using iGive.com as the website portal through which you can access over 700 retailers. When 
you purchase something from one of the retailers connected to the iGive.com website the First Universalist 
Church earns a percentage of what you spend. It is simple and costs you nothing. Go to www.iGive.com, 
register, and designate the First Universalist Church as your “cause.” Check out the retailers that are connected 
(Best Buy, DrugStore.com, 1-88 Flowers, Barnes&Noble, Cabella’s, Gardener’s Supply, JC Penny, L.L. Bean, 
Netflix, Snapfish, plus lots of others.) and the specials and coupons that are available for various stores. When 
you make your purchase, UU Auburn will receive a donation equal to the donation percentage provided by each 
retailer. By making one small change in the way you shop online (going to the retailer through the iGive.com 
website) you can make a contribution to our church that costs you nothing and helps our budget out. Happy 
shopping!! If you have questions or need assistance, contact Mary Lou Hoffman @ 777-1833 or 
even.sleeves@myfairpoint.net 

    
    

UU TheaterUU TheaterUU TheaterUU Theater    ----    "Hidden: A Gender" Encore    
 
Auburn UU staged an encore production of "Hidden: A Gender" on Saturday, Nov. 7 at 7pm and Sunday, Nov. 
8 at 2pm.  Thanks to all who came to see the talented cast. 
 
UU Theater's production team includes Toby Haber, Mina Matthews, Pat Phillips, and Julia Terry, with Jared 
Fiori serving as Assistant Director.  Hugs to Cindy Greathouse and Linda Borth for jumping in on stage crew. 
 Church friends Tanya Blaisdell and Rajiv Shankar played featured roles.  Community members Christopher 
Dufour,  Jared Fiori, Duncan Gelder, Jackie Oliveri and Alicia Proulx rounded out the cast.  Susan Conley, 
Dolly Simmons and Steve Foskett helped with props.  Thanks to everyone for a great effort. 
 
Julia Terry moderated panels after both performances to discuss issues of transgender.  Thanks go to her and the 
panelists for a riveting discussion. 

 

 
 Social Justice Corner 

2nd Collections for local non-profit organizations are taken the first Sunday of each month: 
December,  New Beginnings; January,  Androscoggin County Humane Society; February,  Advocates for 
Children; March, AWAP. If you wish to donate by check, please make it out directly to the beneficiary 
organization.  
 
T-shirts with the Frances David slogan "We need not think alike to love alike" are available in adult and child 
sizes for $15.  Ask any Sunday after services.  Peace bumper stickers also available.   
 
Social Justice meetings-  SJ meets at a new time, on the LAST WED�ESDAY of each month, at 6:30 pm. 
 November's meeting has been postponed to Dec. 2, so you can still join us! 

--Social Justice Committee 
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Standing on the Side of Love 
   We’ve had a month now to do some healing from our pain following the results of the Maine state 

referendum where voters rejected marriage for same-sex couples.  The vote was a blow of deep proportion 

after our elation some six months ago when our legislature approved, and Gov. Baldacci signed into law, an 

equal marriage bill.  Our shock, hurt, anger, and feelings of betrayal have been palpable since the equal 

marriage law was overturned. 

 

   Although hundreds of thousands of Mainers voted for equality, it wasn’t quite enough.  The heart-

breaking defeat reveals that fear and lies can still prevail. But it doesn’t mean the end of our struggle for 

marriage rights for same sex couples.   

 

   With our Unitarian Universalist first principle we UU’s affirm and promote “the inherent worth and 

dignity of every person,” and this particular campaign has brought out the depths of our convictions and 

our commitment to justice.  Although it is obvious that civil rights should never be brought to a popular vote, 

we will continue our fight for equal protection under the law. 

 

   Our congregation can take great pride in the work we did as a community and as individuals to stand 

loudly and clearly for equal rights.  These are some of the many ways in which we have worked to make a 

difference: 

 

• We hung a large outdoor banner proclaiming that we are “People of Faith for Marriage Equality,” 

• We hosted an Interfaith Service for Marriage Equality with participation from diverse faith 

traditions, followed by a reception for attendees, 

• Many of us attended legislative hearings in Augusta, and joined other marriage equality advocates in 

the Senate chamber, 

• Our Board wrote and hand-delivered to the legislative hearing a “Declaration of Religious Support 

for Same Sex Marriage,” 

• Church members attended a rally in Portland, 

• Our church hosted an evening training and organizing session offered by Equality Maine in our 

sanctuary, 

• We provided space for an Equality Maine information table in our vestry with volunteer sign-up 

sheets, lawn signs, buttons, and stickers during coffee hour,  

• Members volunteered for phone-banking and other efforts to speak with area voters, 

• Outside volunteer coordinators for the campaign were given UU housing here, 

• As individuals we talked to friends, neighbors, and co-workers to dialogue about this significant issue, 

some of us taking the risk of “coming out” to do so, 

• We received positive press coverage for our public activities.  

 

   Many of our “heroes” who did this work will remain unsung, but the courage this takes is astonishing, and 

we celebrate all of them – and ourselves – for our efforts.  We UU’s are spiritual leaders in this work for 

equality.  We will continue to lift our voices loudly and persistently as we continue to stand on the side of love 

in our beliefs.  Our Board of Directors – with your help – has concluded that we need a permanent banner to 

display over our doors that will proclaim just that:  we are a congregation which is, and will always be, 

“Standing on the Side of Love.” 
-- Anne Kinney, for the Welcoming Congregation Committee 
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                       Open Mic  
 Join us Friday, December 11, at the next Open Mic/Poetry Slam!  Share the spirituality of 
music, spoken word or dance.  This free show starts at 7:15 on the 2nd Friday- and we've 
never missed a month. 
 
Haven't you come down yet to experience it?  This free event continues to draw people 
both new and familiar, who all share the fellowship of music.  Bring yourself and a friend or 
neighbor! 
 
 

 

 

Gingerbread Fair Results 
The Gingerbread Fair is Over ..... and a Success! 
 
What a great day we had on Saturday! Many, many thanks to all who  participated before, during, and after the 
event. It takes a lot of effort from many people to make this event happen. We are truly blessed to have  
this opportunity to come together to work towards a common goal, meet new friends, connect with old ones 
while at the same time helping to make a significant contribution to our budget. Our budget goal for the Fair 
this year was $5000. As of Sunday, we had income of almost $5500. We still have some expenses to pay, but it 
appears we will make our budget projection of $5000 and, with luck, perhaps a bit more.  Thank you all for 
your hard work and commitment to our church and this effort.  It is truly abundance in action! 

-- Mary Lou Hofmann, Chair 
 
 

                                                                                                            

                                                                                                Denominational Doings in our DistrictDenominational Doings in our DistrictDenominational Doings in our DistrictDenominational Doings in our District    
Check out this roundup of upcoming opportunities in our Northern New England District (NNED) of the 

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA).  And mark your calendars! 

 

• In March of 2010, our church here in Auburn will host a gathering for UU presidents and/or 

board chairs from all of our UU congregations in Maine.  The event will take place March 13th 

from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in our vestry and will offer a unique opportunity for presidents to connect, 

find out what is mutually helpful, and establish ways to network in the future.  There will be 

breakout time according to the size of congregations.  Do you have a church-related concern or 

an issue?  Please speak with our Board President, Don Johnson.  Our Board will also be looking for 

folks to help put together a luncheon for this meeting. 

 

• The Spring Conference and Annual Meeting of the NNED will be held April 30th-May 2nd, 

again at the Red Jacket Inn in North Conway, N.H.  Special keynote speaker will be Rev. Mark 

Stringer from the UU church in Des Moines, Iowa.  Watch on our bulletin board in the hallway for 

upcoming registration information.  

             --Anne Kinney, Denominational Affairs Representative 
 
 


