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 Jodi’s Corner Jodi’s Corner Jodi’s Corner Jodi’s Corner ––––    Words from our MinisterWords from our MinisterWords from our MinisterWords from our Minister    ––––    
 

December tends to be a month of hustle and bustle- 
between preparations for holiday celebrations and family 
gatherings we tend to be a people on the move.  But the 
solstice, with its period of long dark, conversely calls us into 
stillness. It reminds us of the deep, restorative blessing to 
be found in pausing: allowing ourselves to be emptied of 
demands and expectations and then filled with that which 
gives us life.  I don't need to tell you what you already know- 
that we can easily lose ourselves in the busyness of this 
season.  Instead, allow me to invite you into balance.  
Rejoice with the gladness of this month- it is good to 
celebrate with family and other loved ones the eternal truth 
that the deepest dark contains within itself the seeds of 
brightest light.  But find time as well to be at rest.  Listen for 
that still small voice- it will whisper to you of great joy, true 
peace.    
 
"It is our quite time. 
We do not speak, because the voices are within us. 
It is our quiet time. 
We do not walk, because the earth is all within us. 
It is our quiet time. 
We do not dance, because the music has lifted us to a place where 
the spirit is. 
It is our quiet time." 

-       Nancy Wood 
  

And may your days and nights be blessed And may your days and nights be blessed And may your days and nights be blessed And may your days and nights be blessed ––––    JodiJodiJodiJodi 
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Notes Notes Notes Notes from Jodi:from Jodi:from Jodi:from Jodi:    

Food Cards for the Church Office 
We have had an incredible influx of people from within our larger community coming to the church 
office looking for food cards. Our supplies are extremely limited and we have to turn people away 
more often than not.  We invite you, next time you do your own grocery shopping, to purchase a gift 
card ($25 is the usual amount) to donate to the office, where we will joyfully distribute it to those in 
need.

AWAP Christmas Project 
As we have done for several years now, we will be adopting two families from the Abused Women's 
Advocacy Project this year for Christmas.  Once we have been assigned families, we will post their 
needs in the back of the sanctuary so that you might consider what you can donate to make their 
holiday season a bit brighter.  Remember, these are families that have survived the trauma of abuse and 
are now looking ahead to their futures- so anything we can do will make a difference. 

 

New Member Classes 
If you are interested in becoming a member of the church, we will hold new member sessions the first 
two Sundays of December- the 7th and 14th, immediately following church.   During the sessions we 
will discuss Unitarian Universalist History, explore our principles, and look at how the church  is 
organized and how you might engage.   At the end of the second session you will be invited to sign the 
membership book.  If you are interested, please speak with Jodi or membership chair Beth Ayotte. 

 

Gingerbread Fair Update 
The Fair has magically come and gone again for another year!. A heartfelt thanks 
goes out to all who participated in so many ways. There was steady traffic throughout most of the day 
and shoppers and workers seemed to really enjoy the festive atmosphere.  At this point, (Sunday 
11/23), it appears we have gross receipts of approximately $4500, though there are still IOUs yet to be 
received and there are some expenses to be paid. Our budget allocation for the fair was $6000 , so we 
are a bit off. But given the challenges of the economy, we feel we did quite well.  There will be a final 
accounting in the next newsletter.   
   Again, thank you all for your hard work and commitment to this wonderful annual event. 

Mary Lou Hofmann,Mary Lou Hofmann,Mary Lou Hofmann,Mary Lou Hofmann, Chair 
 

From President TobyFrom President TobyFrom President TobyFrom President Toby    
   As usual, Jodi's sermon got me thinking!  Upon the election of Barack Obama, she was talking about 
change, this having been the theme of his campaign. 
   She went way "old school" and talked about how the Jews came forth out of slavery.  This, for the 
Jews, was a long-hoped for change, as a progressive turn seems to be for the majority of voters today.  
The Bible merely says the Red Sea parted for Moses and the Jews, and most people take it on faith that 
it happened thus.  But then she cited the Midrash, which is like a set of footnotes on how these 
miracles actually happened. 
   Turns out that the sea did not just part.  Presented with a golden opportunity to flee Egypt, the Jews 
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stopped at the water's edge and complained -- Oh that's just great, Moses-- what do you propose we do   
NOW? 
   Then, one determined Jew walked in. And further in. And further.  He submerged up to his eyes till 
the water began to part.  A lunatic?  No, a believer in change. 
   What Jodi's story said to me is that no one is going to swoop down and make it easy for us to change 
our government, our economy, our own lives. If we keep waiting for it to be convenient, we may well   
"die waiting."  Change starts with me, and you and you.  If we have faith in our ideals and want badly 
enough to realize them, we need to wade in. 
   I am so privileged to be part of this faith community, where so many rugged individuals have been 
"wading in" for years.  Last week, I was asked to forward a rather progressive email, but I realized that 
so many members of this church were already on the list!  Battles over justice, diversity and equity 
issues are right here at our doorstep. By continuing to be courageous enough to "wade in," we can 
inspire others to do the same. I am proud to dream that change starts with our faith in UU, which   
means that change starts with all of you.    
--Toby Haber-Giasson    
 
Board Briefs: Board Briefs: Board Briefs: Board Briefs:     

Institutional Maintenance included accepting resignations from the Board Clerk, Cindy 
Greathouse and Membership Chair Mary Kay Weisenberger. Board voted to replace these positions 
with Ginny Starbird and Beth Ayotte, respectively.  

Abundance- Slippage was reported by the treasurer at 10%.  
Visioning- Finance will base its next budget on a board vision, which is to include committee 

visions. Board will synthesize these into a vision for the next church year. Board members want to see 
better communication with the congregation, and the development of a new strategic plan. They also 
want to have more formal orientation and a retreat for board members. 
 

--Toby Haber-Giasson 

     
************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************    

News From Religious ExplorationNews From Religious ExplorationNews From Religious ExplorationNews From Religious Exploration    
It's time to Welcome A Guest At Your Table!  
   Each year at this time, friends and families in our congregation participate in the UU tradition of 
"Guest at Your Table." We bring home special boxes, place them at our tables, and share our financial 
blessings with our "guests."  
   RE is always closely involved with this program, as it is a great learning opportunity for our 
youngest members. A sampling of stories from the UUSC is available to read from and share as the 
boxes are being filled over the coming weeks. 
   This yearly fundraising tradition helps to ensure that Unitarian Universalist Service Committee can 
continue its important work of bringing justice to all corners of the world. 
Thanks to the Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock, gifts of $100 or more are eligible 
to be matched, dollar for dollar, doubling your good works! You can learn more by visiting 
www.uusc.org. 
   If you did NOT receive a Guest at Your Table box, or the accompanying stories, you can pick one up 
from the RE Bulletin Board. 
   We will close the Guest at Your Table program on Sunday, January 11, 2009, on which day 
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donations will be collected here at the church. We ask that donating parties convert the cash donations 
into check form, made out to the UUSC, as this will aid in tracking donations. 
Multi-generational ornament-making: Please Join RE for Christmas tree ornament-making in the 
Vestry during coffee hour on Sunday 11/30 and 12/7. This is a great time to connect with the young 
people of our church while helping to beautify our space! 
THA�KS TO THE JU�IOR A�D SE�IOR YOUTH A�D THE Pre-K/K RE CLASS for their 
fundraising efforts to aid a needy classroom in New Orleans. Please see the RE Bulletin Board for 
updates on this exciting project! 

--- Clara Bolduc, Director of Religious Exploration (DREuuauburn@verizon.net )                                         

                                (Office hours: Tuesday, 8 to 11 A.M. and by appointment.) 

    

************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************************  

    

MUSICAL 	OTES OF 	OTE 
   The Music Committee has undergone a transformation.  The choir, renamed "Music Associates," will 
be to music what the Worship Committee is to the worship portion of the services.  Ned Claxton will 
be liaison between Music and Worship.  Among their plans:  
   - rectify the hymnal shortage--kindly return any hymnals that you may have brought home through 
     the years.  
   - purchase new hymnal supplement for the congregation  
   - begin music filing Dec. 7th after church 
   - parse the hymnal and compose a list intended to rank the singability of hymns 
   - music associates potluck Dec. 14 followed by Christmas Caroling at area nursing homes, 
     etc. 
   - plan the next music service for Feb. 1st, around the theme of "Renewal and Hope" 
   - formation of a church band-   
   Those interested should contact Dave Rowe about what instrument they would like to play (and yes, 
the voice is an instrument as well), as well as what musical styles they are interested in: rock, country, 
folk, jazz, a cappella, etc.  so he can assemble likely groups. 
   Music Associates will meet on the third Sunday of the month after church, beginning on Jan. 

18th. At that meeting we should begin to set goals and timelines for completion.  The formation of this 
group is a major step forward in the growth in our church music, and major improvements for the 
better to our congregational life. 
 
 

Enhancing the Sunday Experience 

USHERS- Thanks to Mary-Atala Lessard for stepping up to be an usher! Ushering will now be 

shared duty on a rotating basis throughout the month. 

COFFEE HOSTS NEEDED - Please share your gift of hospitality by hosting a coffee hour in the 
vestry, following Sunday services. We have most December slots open. Your generosity will be 
graciously accepted.  Please call Deni in the office at 783-0461 to sign up.  Directions will be provided 
to you.  
Please note:  hosting involves setting up and putting away coffee and tea accessories and mugs.  Coffee 

is brewed by the ushers, and snacks are optional.  Thanks for your help. 
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Welcoming Congregation News 

   Auburn UU’s minister, the Rev. Dr. Jodi Hayashida, joined other religious leaders in mid-November 
in speaking out at simultaneous press conferences across Maine in support of legalizing marriage for 
same sex couples. 
     Jodi gave her moving statement on Nov. 13th while standing on the steps of our church.  She 
told those gathered that she is part of a diverse group of some 120 members of the clergy from 14 faith 
traditions who have joined in a Religious Coalition for the Freedom to Marry. 
     Jodi joined others in the press release, saying, “As members of the clergy, we today are lifting 
our voices and calling upon the State of Maine to embrace a deeper understanding of justice and 
equality by legalizing marriage for same sex couples.” 
    "We believe that after the necessities of food, clothing and shelter, the right to affection and the 
supportive love of another human being is …a vital part of human dignity and fulfillment.  Equally 
important is the right to form familial bonds, to share economic resources, and to provide care and 
support to loved ones in sickness and in health.  Denial of the status of marriage to same-sex couples 
creates legal, economic, and social hardship and is inherently a form of discrimination."   
     In helping to open this conversation that will continue here in Maine to endorse same-sex 
marriage, Jodi framed her words in her UU beliefs.  “As a Unitarian Universalist, my faith speaks of 
the inherent worth and dignity of every person.  It teaches that we must look beyond the superficialities 
that divide us to the profound truth that unites us -- we are all fragments of the holy, precious beyond 
measure.”    
   The extraordinary statewide alliance of religious communities was prompted in part by the 
recent passage of Proposition 8 in California and similar measures in three other states to restrict the 
rights of lgbtq people.  The larger Unitarian Universalist Association and other religious leaders, 
representing millions of church members, immediately filed a petition with the California Supreme 
Court asking the court to invalidate Prop. 8.  The court did agree to hear the challenges; and the oral 
arguments and a decision are expected next year. 
     UUA President Bill Sinkford has said, "Proposition 8 denies an entire class of citizens a basic 
civil right - the freedom to marry the person of their choice.  Even worse, this amendment writes 
discrimination into the California Constitution.  As people of conscience, we cannot permit legalized 
bigotry to attack (California) couples and families."  The UUA has followed this with production of a 
video in strong support of marriage equality, available on the UUA website. 

   -- Anne Kinney for the Living the Welcoming Congregation Committee 

 

ORGAN DONORS - Thanks to Highway 61 for their honky tonk concert to benefit the organ fund 
on Nov. 15.  Mark and Phil Larlee, Brian Soucy, Burt Salib and our own Mike Giasson rocked the 
vestry!  Thanks also to church members who supported this fundraiser.  

 
 

Denominational Affairs Denominational Affairs Denominational Affairs Denominational Affairs ––––    Social JusticeSocial JusticeSocial JusticeSocial Justice    
Peacemaking:Peacemaking:Peacemaking:Peacemaking:        The Auburn UU Social Justice Committee invites other committees at church to 
join us in a focus on the topic of Peacemaking this year.  This is a UUA Congregational Study/Action 
Issue – or, “CSAI.”  We’ve just begun with a book discussion group. 
The issue was adopted by delegates to the 2006 General Assembly for our congregations to engage in.  
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Although some interpreted this as a call for debate between just war and pacifist perspectives, the 
Peacemaking CSAI Core Team suggests that the heart of peacemaking is seeking to find solutions that 
encompass all truths, rather than creating a competitive battle between two positions. 
   Therefore, the Core Team invites us to engage in a full exploration of violence and peacemaking on 
all levels.  Physical, psychological, and institutionalized violence permeate many aspects of our lives.  
The process of disengaging from all forms of violence is no simple matter.  But both just war 
advocates and pacifists would agree that we need to work quickly to reduce violence and war 
throughout the world. 
   For the month of December, the UUA encourages congregations to participate in the Action of the 
Month:  Pictures of Peace.   Now, in the holiday season and with a new government, we have a fresh 
opportunity to imagine that world of peace and justice.  We are invited to develop pictures of peace for 
the future.  Images created will be used at General Assembly 2009 during plenary sessions.  They can 
also be sent to our representatives in Congress! 
There are many peace resources on the UUA website, including a monthly newsletter on UU 
Peacemaking, Pictures of Peace suggestions and Small Group Ministry sessions. 
   Peace Web.  The Social Justice Committee has created a Peace Web.  When you act in peace, please 
place a sticky note on the web, stating what you did. Our hope is as we collect these notes on the web, 
we all be reminded that the sometimes many little acts of peace can add up to greater peace in our 
hearts, in our homes, in our communities, in our nation and in our world.  

EEEEEEEEtttttttthhhhhhhhiiiiiiiiccccccccaaaaaaaallllllll        EEaattiinngg::  YYoouurr  AAuubbuurrnn  UUUU  ddeelleeggaatteess  ttoo  tthhee  UUUUAA  GGeenneerraall  AAsssseemmbbllyy  tthhiiss  ssuummmmeerr  vvootteedd  ttoo  

ssuuppppoorrtt  aa  ddeennoommiinnaattiioonnaall  CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonnaall  SSttuuddyy//AAccttiioonn  IIssssuuee  ((CCSSAAII))  ccaalllleedd  ““EEtthhiiccaall  EEaattiinngg””  ffoorr  tthhee  

yyeeaarrss  22000088--22001122..  
   This vote now becomes an invitation to congregations to take this topic of “Ethical Eating” and 
confront it, reflect on it, learn about it, respond to it, comment on it, and take action on it – in our own 
way. 
   Key dates in the Ethical Eating:  Food and Environmental Justice CSAI Process for 2009 are:  
February 2, 2009:  Deadline for congregations and districts to submit comments on the Ethical 

Eating:  Food and Environmental Justice CSAI and Resource Guide 
June 24-28, 2009:  General Assembly 2009 in Salt Lake City, UT.  The Commission on Social 
Witness conducts workshops on Ethical Eating:  Food and Environmental Justice. Study and action 
continues. 

-- Anne Kinney, Denominational Affairs Representative 

*T-Shirts- a new batch of adult-sized - "We need not think alike to love alike" t-shirts are 

available at coffee hour.  Also available in children's sizes.  $15 each- perfect holiday gift for the UU 
you love. *Buttons and bumper stickers are also available at coffee hour. 

*5th Annual Trinity Spaghetti Lunch on Jan.3 - Social Justice will help Ron Spofford with this 

event.  Help us by asking your company or a local business to donate money or food for this yearly 
event.  Please see Ron in the vestry at coffee hour, to get a "letter of introduction." 

-- Toby Haber-Giasson 
 

DRUM CIRCLE- December Note: Drum Circle will meet only on the 2nd Monday, Dec. 8, 6:30-

8pm.  Facilitated by Nadine Loeb.  Ages: mature children and up (way up!).  Free: donations accepted.  

 

HEAT BE	EFIT SHOWS GRACE 
   On Sunday, Dec. 14 at 2pm, Grace Lewis-McLaren will present an organ concert of 
chorales in the sanctuary. Proceeds will benefit those who need help paying fuel bills in our 
community. Freewill donations will be gratefully accepted. 
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   The program will feature 3 chorales, including one by Franck, a French composer. McLaren 
played this piece on the organ at Ste. Clothilde in Paris in 2007, where Cesar Franck himself 
played for 50 years. The other chorales are also by French composers Pachabel and Kay-
Elertin. She will explain each piece, so people will have a sense of what to listen for. For 
example, the Kay-Elertin chorale uses the same hymn as the Pachabel piece, yet treats it 
differently. 
   Starting piano at age four, Grace took up the organ at the Eastman School of Music, and 
continued her studies at Union Theological Seminary School of Sacred Music in New York 
City. She has held church music positions in Maine, in New York, and in California. It was 
while designing the reconstruction of a pipe organ at the Brunswick UU church that she came 
to know Unitarian Universalism. Pastor WIll Saunders used her musical ideas in creating 
worship services, and this engagement led her to become a UU. From 1986-2001 she was 
on the staff of the First Unitarian Universalist Church of San Diego. Now retired, Grace still 
plays at occasional church services and accepts commissions for compositions. She is a 
composer of many hymns used by Unitarian Universalist churches. Her name appears 
beneath five songs in "Singing the Living Tradition.'" She has published her own book, 
"Songs of Grace" and leads worship services and workshops based on her music.  
   She  offers this benefit out of gratitude for permission granted by our own Phil House to 
practice on our lovely church organ.  This is a rare opportunity, so please plan to attend! 
 

                             www.iGive.com 
Don't forget you can do your online holiday shopping thru our link at 
www.iGive.com/auburnuu and make money for the church as well.  There are over 600 well-
known merchants to choose from; there is no cost to join and the church receives a percentage 
of every purchase you make. If you have not checked it out, please do. It is a great way to 
painlessly increase your contributions to our budget. 

 

 

OPEN MIC - Friday, Dec.12 will be our next night exploring spirituality through music and 
spoken word as the Pleasant Note Coffeehouse presents Open Mic/Poetry Slam.  For over 2 
1/2/ years, this monthly event has attracted both church and community members to share 
their passion. Won't you join us at 7:30pm?  Refreshments are sold to benefit the organ fund. 
 Children can play in the RE room.  Free: goodwill donations accepted. 

 

 

                   12th Annual Solstice Celebration Concert and Ceremony 

 December 13, 2008 at 7:00 pm 

First Universalist Church of Auburn 

(Doors open at 6:00) Leah Wolfsong, Circle Voice and featured guests. 
Admission:  $10 Adults, $8 Students/Seniors, Under 12 Free Available at the door or in advance at:  
The Grateful Earth-Lewiston / Axis Natural Foods-Auburn Fare Share Coop- Norway or Corn Shop 
Trading Co. - Bridgton 
For Information:  1-877-833-1372    leah@leahwolfsong.net  
A beautiful celebration of the turning season with song, dance and ceremony. This year's entertainment 
includes musicians Leah Wolfsong and Reinaldo Cortez, Micmac singer/songwriter Darlene Jerome, 
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Mid East frame drummers, Native American flute players, the a cappella singing group Circle Voice, 
Spirit of the Corn (Native American drumming), and African Mbira group Mbira Dzimu.  A ceremony 
honoring the darkness and celebrating the light will be followed by a chance to sing and dance along.  
Again this year there will be a fine arts exhibit by local artists.  Plan to arrive at 6:00 to enjoy the fine 
art, browse artists CD's for sale and listen to the beautiful Native American flutes.  The show proper 
will begin at 7:00.  

 Annual Christmas Concert --The annual Christmas Concert with The Dave Rowe Trio, Phil 

House.  and Denny Breau will be held in the Sanctuary on Saturday, December 20 at 7 PM. 
Tickets for sale at the door. This is a highlight of our Christmas season! 

 

 

The Gifts of Christmas 

 

What can I give you 

this year when wishes are 

all I have, and those in 

greatest abundance. 

I wish you golden sunrises 

and brilliant tapestries 

of sunsets, and a polyglot 

of birds at your feeder. 

I wish you a panoply 

of jewels mounted on 

a black velvet sky and a 

benevolent full moon 

lighting your nightly walk. 

I wish you triumphal 

hallelujahs of organ music 

 

 

 

 

and the soothing aloes of 

serenity in your solitary 

hours, the grasp of a warm 

hand in your time of need. 

I wish you joy, I wish you 

heart's peace, compassion, 

good will.  And most of all 

I wish you love. 

 

Merry Christmas 

Happy holidays 

 

 

                            --Pearl Tibbetts Sawyer 

 

 

Financial Matters: 

For anyone in the congregation who would like to make a year-end contribution to the 
Building Endowment Fund, the general endowment of the church, or for other 
purposes, we have received this information from the UUA: 
 

Charitable IRA Rollover Information 
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   Individuals over the age of 70 ½ can make annual tax-free deductions in 2008 and 2009 of up to 
$100,000 from their IRAs directly to their congregation, the Unitarian Universalist Association 
(UUA), or other Unitarian Universalist (UU) entity. This is a limited time opportunity. 
   Previously, individuals would have had to report any amount taken from an IRA as taxable income 
before taking a charitable deduction for the gift. The charitable gift deduction is limited to 50 percent 
of your adjusted gross income, which caused some donors to pay more in income taxes than if they 
didn’t make a gift at all. 
   Fortunately, IRA gifts now can be accomplished simply and without tax complications. Plus, you 
can make the gift now—while you are living and able to witness the benefits of your generosity. 
   You may contribute from your IRA if: 

• You are age 70½ or older  
• The gift is $100,000 or less each year  
• You make the gift on or before Dec. 31, 2009  
• You transfer funds directly from an IRA or Rollover IRA  
• You transfer the gift outright to the UUA, your congregation or other UU entities of 

your choosing. 

How the Rollover Works 
   Pat, aged 80, has $450,000 in an IRA and wants to give $75,000 this year. If Pat transfers $75,000 
from the IRA, she will avoid paying income tax on that amount. She cannot, however, claim a 
charitable deduction—it is a pure “wash.” Pat has found an easy way to benefit charity without tax 
complications. 
How to Make a Donation 

1. Send a letter to your IRA custodian requesting a rollover directly from your IRA 
directly to the organization of your choice. Download a template 
in PDF or Word versions.  

2. Notify the organization of your intentions. 

Please plan ahead! It can up to 2-3 weeks for the transfer to take place. 

Questions and Answers 

Q. I have several retirement accounts, does it matter which retirement  account I use?    

A. Yes. Gifts can be made from an IRA or Rollover IRA. Pension, profit sharing and other forms of 
retirement funds do not fall under the new legislation. 

Q. Can I use this opportunity to establish a life income gift such as a charitable gift annuity? 

A. No. The gift made from your IRA must be treated as an outright gift to qualify. 

Q. Does the gift count towards my minimum required distribution? 

A. Yes. Donations made directly from your IRA count towards your minimum required distribution. 
This is an especially effective way of giving for people who find that they do not need all of the 
income from their minimum required distribution in 2008 or 2009. 

For More Information Please feel free to contact the UUA’s Office of Legacy Gifts at 888-359-
7558 or giftplans @ uua.org for more information about direct contributions of qualified IRA assets or 
about other planned gifts. As with any substantial gift, we recommend that you consult your tax 
professionals. 

--------Greg Bianconi Greg Bianconi Greg Bianconi Greg Bianconi     
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FINANCE POLICY FOR PLEDGES 
* When you give a CHECK to our church, please designate in the memo line the purpose of 
the donation and the pledge month/year. For example, specify that it's for your Dec 2008 
pledge, otherwise you may not get appropriate credit for payments toward your pledge.  
* Kindly write separate checks for separate purposes, accounting for monies is more 
complicated when we have to designate separate payments from one check (especially when 
different accounts are involved).  
* If you want tax credit for donating to the Second Collection, you must write your check 
directly to the local organization. 
* If you give CASH to the church, please put it in a sealed envelope marked with your name 
and the purpose of your gift. Especially if you want to receive credit towards your pledge and 
a "Pledge Statement" at the end of the year. 

--------    Finance  CommitteeFinance  CommitteeFinance  CommitteeFinance  Committee    
 

 

Clara Barton 
   Every year the church donates10% of the Christmas eve collection to the Barton Center for 
Diabetes Education, Inc., formerly known as the Clara Barton Camp for Girls with Diabetes, 
Inc. Should anyone wish to make a special donation for the Campership Fund, checks should 
be made to the Barton Center earmarked “Campership”.  
  Here is the history of how this all came about. It is social action many years before there 
was a committee called Social Action. 
  Each December, when thinking about Christmas, Universalists remember Clara Barton 
who was born on Christmas day. Clara Barton, a Universalist, was the founder of the 
American Red Cross. 
  In 1921 the Women¹s National Missionary Association of the Universalist Church purchased 
the Clara Barton Birthplace at North Oxford, Massachusetts, to make it into a monument to 
the life and work of Clara Barton. Thousands of lives have been touched and improved by 
that decision. In 1932  the Clara Barton Birthplace Camp for Diabetes Education and 
Treatment was established. This humanitarian project to honor Clara Barton is inspirational. 
The Clara Barton Camp for Girls with Diabetes was opened and was the only camp of its 
kind in the world that helped children to see a brighter future while living with diabetes. The  
donations of the Universalist women¹s groups maintained the camp and also made it possible 
to offer camperships.  
  In 1960, when the Unitarian and Universalist Denominations became one denomination, the 
Unitarian Universalist Women’s Federation adopted the program. Locally, as long as our 
church had an organized women’s group, there was an annual ingathering service in 
December or January to commemorate the birthday of Clara Barton. Dime cards in the 
shape of baseballs and stockings, the baseballs for the boys, and the stockings for the girls, 
were filled. The donations received from the baseballs went to the Elliot P. Joslin Camp for 
Boys with Diabetes. The women¹s group also raised money to send a local girl to the camp. 
  Starting in 1989, when there was no longer the organized women’s group in the church, an 
Ingathering Service was held during a church service in December to continue the church’s 
support of this worthwhile project. In 1998, instead of the Ingathering Service, the policy to 
give 10% of the collection received at the Christmas eve service was adopted. 
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  The Barton Center for Diabetes Education, Inc., formerly known as the Clara Barton 
Camp for Girls with Diabetes, Inc., continues to inspire children and empower families. The 
Barton Spirit newsletter is received periodically and is placed on the bulletin board in the 
church downstairs lobby.  
  As Clara Barton herself fought a continuous battle to meet the needs of others, let us also 
help to meet the needs of this worthy cause. 

-- Esther Tucker 

NEWS ABOUT SMALL GROUP MINISTRY 

   I’m just back from a trip to Syracuse, NY where I helped launch their Small Group Ministry program 
at the May Memorial UU Church.  They are beginning with 8 facilitators.  It’s always exciting to watch 
SGM spread.   
   Now, this is where we’re at here in Auburn. 
   First the good news.  When I meet with the facilitators of our four small groups, the reports of what 
is happening is always heartening: good group energy, interesting discussion, real support given to 
members, deepening friendships, and good ideas flowing.  Caroline and I are in one of the groups 
and for us it is one of the most significant connections in our life.  At the moment, each of the four 
groups is at capacity. 
   The bad news.  We’ve tried to interest more people in the congregation in joining a small group by 
having an abbreviated session after the church service twice a month.  However, no more than one or 
two people have tried to attend these meetings all Fall.  Therefore, we are not continuing that 
approach and will be looking into other ways to promote the program.  And, with the current groups 
being at capacity, if more people sign up, we will have to wait until several people can meet at the 
same time in order to launch new ones.  So, do let us know if you are interested so we can work on 
that. 
   We are into some hard times economically.  Many of us will be affected.  The tendency is to 
withdraw socially, and that is not healthy.  Participation in groups, among friends, someplace where 
you can share this difficult journey, can be a lifesaver.   

--Glenn Turner -  SGM Coordinator  

The deadline for the January Open Door will be Sunday December 21 

 


